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1: Important Days
 

 

Global family day : 01 January :-  

The world observes Global Family Day, also known as 

World Peace Day, on January 1, to concretize the idea of 

global unity and harmony in the minds of people. The 

world is overrun with different cultures, and all cultures 

must find a way to coexist and breathe. Global Family 

Day is observed on the first day of the new year in order 

for people to make resolutions to make the world a 

better place in the coming year. Linda Grover, a peace 

activist, played a critical role in bringing the day to the 

attention of the entire world. 

 

World Braille Day : 04 January :- 

Every year on January 4th, the world observes World 

Braille Day to commemorate the birthday of French 

educator Louis Braille. Reading and writing are critical 

foundations for a person's educational development; 

however, the visually impaired face significant 

challenges in these areas. Braille is a system developed 

by Louis Braille that uses a sensory military code known 

as night writing developed by Charles Barbier to create 

words that a blind person can decipher by touching. 

According to the third edition of World Braille Usage, 

there are Braille codes in 133 languages. 

 

World Day of War : 06 January :-  

Every year on January 6, the World Day of War Orphans 

is observed. The day's goal is to raise awareness about 

children who have been orphaned as a result of war. The 

goal of the day is to raise awareness about the plight of 

war orphans and to highlight the emotional, social, and 

physical challenges that children face as they grow up. 

According to UNICEF, the total number of orphans 

increased between 1990 and 2001. However, since 2001, 

the estimated total number of orphans has consistently 

decreased - at a rate of only 0.7% per year. This year's 

theme is “Standing Up for War-Affected Children”. 

 

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas : 09 January :- 
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Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) is observed on January 9 to 

commemorate Mahatma Gandhi's return to India from 

South Africa in 1915. The tradition of celebrating Pravasi 

Bharatiya Divas began in 2003, when the PBD Convention 

was organised to recognise the overseas Indian 

community's contribution to India's development. The 

PBD Convention format was revised in 2015, and it has 

been held every two years since then. The theme for this 

year’s PBD is “Diaspora: Reliable Partners for India's 
Progress in Amrit Kaal”. 

 

World Hindi Day : 10 January :- 

Every year on January 10, World Hindi Day, or Vishwa 

Hindi Divas, is observed to commemorate the first World 

Hindi Conference, which was held in 1975. It is observed 

worldwide to promote the use of the Hindi language. On 

January 10, 1975, Nagpur hosted the first World Hindi 

Conference. It was decided at a meeting of the World 

Hindi Conference follow-up committee on June 8, 2005, 

to observe January 10 as World Hindi Day every year. As 

a result, World Hindi Day was observed for the first time 

on January 10, 2006.  

 

Death anniversary of Lal Bahadur Shastri : 11 

January :- 

Lal Bahadur Shastri was the second Prime Minister of 

Independent India, and Mahatma Gandhi left an 

indelible impression on him. He gave the slogan of “Jai 
Jawan Jai Kisan”. On 11 January, the death anniversary of 

India's second Prime Minister is observed; he died on this 

day in 1966 in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. He had served the 

country for over 30 years and was known as a man of 

great integrity and competence. On October 2, 1904 in 

Mughalsarai, Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh, Lal Bahadur 

Shastri was born. 

 

National Youth Day : 12 January :-  

Every year on January 12, National Youth Day is observed 

to commemorate the birth anniversary of Swami 

Vivekanand, a great Indian saint, spiritual leader, and 

philosopher. The primary goal of the National Youth Day 

celebration is to guide and motivate India's youth to 

follow the right path, to foster the concept of national 

integration and fraternity, and to contribute to the 

nation's growth. The life of Swami Vivekananda is an 

inspiration to all. Through his ideals and teachings, he has 

influenced not only Indians but also Western society. 

 

Indian Armed Forces Veterans Day : 14 January:- 
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Since 2017, January 14 has been designated as Armed 

Forces Veterans Day. It is observed to commemorate the 

sacrifice of our veterans in serving the nation. When it 

was first announced, Armed Forces Veterans Day was 

called Armistice Day, and this year marks the 7th Armed 

Forces Veterans Day. Armed Forces Veterans Day 

honours the services of Field Marshal KM Cariappa OBE, 

India's first Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces. 

On January 14, 1953, he announced his retirement. 

 

Indian Army Day : 15 January :- 

15 January is commemorated annually as “Army Day” to 
remember the occasion when General (later Field 

Marshal) KM Cariappa took over the command of the 

Indian Army from General Sir FRR Bucher, the last British 

Commander-in-Chief in 1949 and became the first Indian 

Commander-in-Chief of Independent India. The Indian 

army was originated from the forces of the East India 

Company, which later known as the 'British Indian Army', 

and eventually, after Independence, it is known as the 

National Army. 

 

NDRF Raising Day : 19 January :- 

Every year on January 19, the National Disaster Response 

Force (NDRF) in India observes NDRF Raising Day. NDRF 

Raising Day commemorates the formation of the 

country's disaster response force in 2006, and this year 

marks the 18th NDRF Raising Day. Under the Disaster 

Management Act of 2005, the National Disaster 

Response Force was established in 2006 to provide a 

special response to a threatening disaster situation. The 

2005 act was enacted in response to the series of natural 

disasters that occurred between 1990 and 2004. 

 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Jayanti : 23 January :- 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was an Indian nationalist 

whose patriotism for India has left an indelible imprint 

on the hearts of many Indians. He is best known as the 

founder of 'Azad Hind Fauj,' and his catchphrase is 'Tum 

Mujhe Khoon Do, Main Tumhe Aazadi Dunga'. 'Tum 

mujhe khoon do, main tumhe aazadi dunga,' 'Jai Hind,' 

and 'Delhi Chalo' are some of his other well-known 

slogans. Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was born on 

January 23, 1897 in Cuttack, Orissa, and died on August 

18, 1945, in a hospital in Taiwan from burns sustained in 

a plane crash.  

 

National Girl Child Day : 24 January :- 
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On January 24, National Girl Child Day is observed to 

raise awareness about the inequalities that girls face in 

Indian society, as well as to promote awareness about 

the rights of the girl child and the importance of female 

education, health, and nutrition. The day coincides with 

the Indian government's various campaigns and 

programmes, such as Beti Bachao Beti Padhao and Save 

the Girl Child. The goal of celebrating National Girl Child 

Day is to provide support and opportunities to Indian 

girls. 

 

International Day of Education : 24 January :- 

On January 24, the International Day of Education is 

observed to raise awareness about the importance and 

role of education in promoting peace and development. 

In 2018, the United Nations General Assembly declared 

January 24th as International Day of Education to 

recognise the importance of education in global peace 

and development. According to UNESCO, approximately 

258 million children and youth do not attend school, and 

617 million children and adolescents are unable to read 

or perform basic math. The theme of the International 

Day of Education 2023 is the “to invest in people, 
prioritize education”. 

 

National Voters Day : 25 January :- 

On January 25, National Voters Day is observed to 

encourage young people to vote in the electoral process. 

The Election Commission of India (ECI), which was 

established in 1950, was founded on January 25th. This 

day was first observed in 2011. The primary goal of the 

Election Commission is to increase voter registration, 

particularly among eligible voters. It not only encourages 

youth participation in the electoral process, but it also 

emphasises that the right to vote is a fundamental right. 

The theme for this year’s National Voters Day is ‘Nothing 
Like Voting, I Vote for Sure’. 

 

National Tourism Day : 25 January :- 

On January 25, National Tourism Day is observed to 

highlight the importance of tourism to the country's 

economy. The Ministry of Tourism serves as the nodal 

agency for the formulation of national policies and 

programmes, as well as the coordination of activities of 

various Central Government Agencies, State 

Governments/UTs, and the Private Sector in the 

country's tourism development and promotion. The 

Union Minister of State for Tourism is in charge of this 

Ministry (Independent Charge). 

 

Republic Day 2023 History, Significance, and 

Celebrations :- 
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Republic Day 2023: On January 26, 2023, India will 

commemorate its 74th Republic Day. The Indian 

Constitution was ratified on this day in 1950. One of the 

most significant national holidays in India is Republic 

Day, often referred to as Gantantra Diwas. The members 

of the Constituent Assembly, which formed after the 

terrible colonial history, wrote the Indian Constitution, 

which was established on January 26, 1950. Republic Day 

is celebrated every year throughout the nation with 

great fervor and enthusiasm. 

 

International Customs Day 2023 - 26th January :- 

Every year on January 26th, the World Customs 

Organization (WCO) observes International Customs 

Day. The event honours the WCO's inaugural meeting, 

which took place in 1953. The purpose of the day is to 

raise awareness of the relevance of customs officials in 

the framework of cross-border regulatory systems and 

the role they play in the smooth movement of products 

across borders. These WCO member administrations' 

authorities plan events to commemorate International 

Customs Day each year. 

 

Orange Festival, Nagaland :-  

The Orange Festival is being observed in Nagaland for 

two days. To recognise the dedication of orange 

producers, the state is hosting the Nagaland Fruit 

Festival. Recently, the state's orange revenue nearly 

doubled. Fruit festivals are well known worldwide. The 

Orange Festival in Amsterdam, the Mango Festival in 

India, the Cranberry Festival in Canada, the Pineapple 

Festival in Thailand, and the Pumpkin Festival in 

Germany are some of the most well-known fruit festivals 

worldwide. The first of July is recognised as International 

Fruit Day. 

 

World Leprosy Day 2023 : 29 January :- 

The last Sunday of January is designated as World 

Leprosy Day (WLD). It is observed on January 30th in 

India. World Leprosy Day will be observed on January 29, 

2023. Raoul Follereau, a French philanthropist, founded 

World Leprosy Day in 1954. The primary goal was to raise 

awareness about leprosy and educate people about this 

ancient disease that is now easily curable. People all over 

the world are unaware of the disease, and there is a lack 

of access to basic medical care, as well as a persistent 

stigma surrounding the illness. The theme of World 

Leprosy Day 2023 is “Act Now. End Leprosy.” 

 

Martyrs Day or Shaheed Diwas : 30 January :- 
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Martyr's Day, also known as Shaheed Diwas, is observed 

on several dates in India. On March 23, three courageous 

freedom fighters, Bhagat Singh, Shivaram Rajguru, and 

Sukhdev Thapar, were hanged by the British. In addition, 

January 30th is observed as Martyr's Day or Shaheed 

Diwas in Mahatma Gandhi's memory. On January 30, 

1948, the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, was 

assassinated in the Birla House by Nathuram Godse. 

Gandhiji was a freedom fighter, a simple man with great 

determination who sacrificed his life for India's 

independence, welfare, and development.  

2: Agreements
  

 

Atal Incubation Centre (AIC) Signs Agreements 

With MSMEs :- 

At the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre's (BARC) Atal 

Incubation Centre (AIC) has signed agreements with 

MSMEs for the incubation of newer technologies into 

commercial products. According to Rajesh Vatsa, Head, 

Public Awareness Division of the DAE (Department of 

Atomic Energy), the incubation agreements are signed 

specifically for technologies aligned with India's global 

commitments of achieving Net Zero (carbon neutrality), 

such as access to safe drinking water and the growth of 

potential import substitutes for advanced and affordable 

healthcare in the country. 

 

NTPC And Tecnimont Signed MOU For Green 

Methanol Project :- 

NTPC has signed a non-binding MOU with Tecnimont 

Private Limited, an Indian subsidiary of the Maire 

Tecnimont Group in Italy. The MOU's goal is to jointly 

evaluate and investigate the possibility of developing a 

commercial scale Green Methanol Production facility at 

the NTPC project in India. The Green Methanol Project 

involves capturing carbon from NTPC power plants and 

converting it into a green fuel. Green Methanol has a 

wide range of applications, including serving as a base 

material for the chemical industry, storing renewable 

electricity, and even as a transportation fuel.  

 

Zeliangrong United Front Signs A Peace Agreement 

With Central And Manipur Government:-  

The Centre has reached an agreement with an insurgent 

group in Manipur. The central and Manipur 

governments, as well as the Zeliangrong United Front 

(ZUF) rebel group, signed the three-party agreement. 
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According to a statement, representatives of the armed 

group agreed to forego violence and join the peaceful 

democratic process established by law. The agreement 

calls for the armed cadres to be rehabilitated and 

resettled. A joint monitoring group will be formed to 

oversee the implementation of the agreed-upon ground 

rules.  

 

HDFC Bank Collaborates With Microsoft As Part Of 

Its Digital Transformation :- 

HDFC Bank has announced that it will collaborate with 

Microsoft in the next phase of its digital transformation. 

HDFC Bank will use Microsoft's Azure platform to 

consolidate and modernise its enterprise data landscape 

via a Federated Data Lake, allowing it to scale its 

information management capabilities across enterprise 

reporting and advanced analytics with artificial 

intelligence. The private sector lender is developing in-

house IPs  as well as collaborating with several 

companies, including FinTechs, to co-create technology 

IPs, according to a statement. 

 

NGEL And HPCL Signed MoU To Develop Green 

Energy Projects :- 

NTPC announced the signing of a non-binding 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Hindustan 

Petroleum Corporation (HPCL) for the development of 

renewable energy-based power projects by its wholly 

owned subsidiary, NTPC Green Energy (NGEL). The state-

run power major said in an exchange filing that its arm 

has signed a non-binding MoU with HPCL for the 

development of renewable energy-based power projects 

to tap business opportunities in renewable energy and 

the supply of 400 MW round-the-clock renewable power 

for HPCL's requirements. 

 

Hindustan Copper Signed MoU With IIT (Indian 

School Of Mines) For Technical Support :- 

Hindustan Copper (HCL) has signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) for a collaborative and sponsored 

research project with the Indian Institute of Technology 

(Indian School of Mines), Dhanbad. It is a historic 

moment for HCL because it is the company's first 

technical collaboration with IIT (IMS) Dhanbad. It is 

India's sole copper miner, owning all of the country's 

active copper ore mining leases. The MoU addresses 

HCL's requirements for technical assistance, guidance, 

and consultancy services from IIT-ISM. 
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ISRO And Microsoft Signed MoU To Boost Indian 

Space Tech Ecosystem :- 

The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) and 

Microsoft recently signed a memorandum of 

understanding to provide technology tools, go-to-market 

support, and mentoring to Indian space tech start-ups as 

they scale and become business ready. The ecosystem 

had a historic year in 2022, with the country launching its 

first private rocket as well as numerous satellites. The 

space tech startups identified by ISRO will be onboarded 

onto the Microsoft for Startups Founders Hub, a platform 

that aims to support start-ups at every stage, as a result 

of this collaboration. 

 

International Hockey Federation tie-up with JSW as 

global World Cup partner :- 

The International Hockey Federation (FIH) has entered 

into an agreement with the JSW Group to host the FIH 

Odisha Hockey Men's World Cup 2023 in Bhubaneswar-

Rourkela. The JSW group is committed to using sports as 

a means of nation-building and supports and promotes 

Olympics in India and has created an Olympic Training 

Institute in the Inspire Institute of Sport as well as has 

Olympic training centres across the country. The 15th 

edition of FIH’s flagship event for men was started from 

13 January and will conclude on 29 January in Odisha, 

India.  

 

GA-ASI Announced Strategic Partnership With 

Bharat Forge To Manufacture Aerostructures :- 

General Atomics, a US-based drone manufacturer, has 

signed an agreement with Bharat Forge, a leading Indian 

forging company. The move is expected to aid India in 

developing a manufacturing ecosystem for high-end 

drones. General Atomics Aeronautical Systems (GA-ASI), 

a subsidiary of General Atomics, and Bharat Forge Ltd. 

have announced a collaboration. GA-ASI added in a 

statement that it is confident that its collaboration with 

Bharat Forge will result in significant capability 

development for both companies. 

 

IISC, Axis Bank Ink Pact For Maths, Computing 

Centre :- 

The Indian Institute of Science (IISc) announced the 

signing of an agreement with Axis Bank to establish a 

mathematics and computing centre. The Centre, which 

will cover an area of 1.6 lakh square feet, will house 

cutting-edge labs and programmes that will benefit 

faculty and students from more than twenty IISc 
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departments. It will house the new IISc BTech in 

mathematics and computing, as well as the ongoing 

interdisciplinary PhD programme in mathematical 

sciences. The Centre is expected to benefit more than 

500 engineers and scientists each year, according to a 

statement from IISc. 

 

‘Hockey Wali Sarpanch’ Inks Pact With NABARD To 
Strengthen Farmers In Rajasthan’s Village :- 

Neeru Yadav, also known as the "Hockey Wali Sarpanch," 

has launched a new initiative to help farmers in Lambi 

Ahir Village. Yadav has signed an agreement with 

NABARD to establish the Farmers Producers 

Organisation (FPO) with the help of SIIRD (Society of 

Indian Institute of Rural Development). The FPO is a legal 

entity established by primary producers. Farmers, milk 

producers, fishermen, weavers, rural artisans, 

craftsmen, and other producers can form a company 

with an equity stake. The 'Sachhi Saheli Mahila Agro 

Producer Company Limited' is NABARD's 15th such FPO 

in Rajasthan. 

 

MP Tourism Board Signed MoUs With Chapters Of 

Eight Countries Of GOPIO :- 

The Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board signed MoUswith 

chapters of the Global Organization (GOPIO) of People of 

Indian Origin in eight countries . These Memorandums of 

Understanding (MOUs) were signed with France 

Metropole Paris, Mauritius, Reunion Island, Martinique, 

Sri Lanka, GOPIO International, Malaysia, and Mauritius. 

According to Principal Secretary Shri Shukla, these MoUs 

were signed with the goal of increasing cooperation in 

the development of the State's tourism sector, as well as 

the promotion and publicity of tourist destinations.  

 

Warehousing Development Regulatory Authority 

Signed MoU With SBI :-  

The Warehousing Development Regulatory Authority 

(WDRA) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) with the State Bank of India (SBI) to help farmers 

obtain low-interest loans . According to a press release 

from the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food, and Public 

Distribution, the MoU was signed with the goal of raising 

awareness about a new loan product called Produce 

Marketing Loan, which will exclusively fund against e-

NWRs (electronic Negotiable Warehouse Receipts) and 

will include features like no processing fee, no additional 

collateral, and attractive interest rates. 
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IPA And RIS Signed An Agreement To Set Up Centre 

For Maritime Economy And Connectivity :- 

The Indian Ports Association (IPA) and the Research and 

Information System for Developing Countries (RIS) 

signed an agreement to establish a Centre for Maritime 

Economy and Connectivity. Sarbananda Sonowal, Union 

Minister for Ports, Shipping, and Waterways, witnessed 

the signing of the Memorandum. Sanjeev Ranjan, 

Secretary for Ports, Shipping, and Waterways, stated 

that the proposed Transhipment Port at Galathea Bay in 

Greater Nicobar in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands will 

be beneficial to the BIMSTEC Nations in the future. 

3: Appointments
 

 

Centre Appoints Former SC Judge Hemant Gupta As 

Head Of New Delhi International Arbitration 

Centre :- 

According to a personnel ministry order, former 

Supreme Court judge Hemant Gupta has been appointed 

chairperson of the New Delhi International Arbitration 

Centre (NDIAC). The NDIAC was formed to establish an 

independent and autonomous regime for 

institutionalised arbitration. The Cabinet Appointments 

Committee approved the appointment of Justice 

Hemant Gupta (retired) as chairperson of the NDIAC, as 

well as Ganesh Chandru and Anant Vijay Palli as part-

time members, according to the order. 

 

Suhel Ajaz Khan Named India’s New Ambassador 
To Saudi Arabia :- 

Suhel Ajaz Khan, India's ambassador to Lebanon, has 

been named the country's next ambassador to the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, according to the Ministry of 

External Affairs (MEA). Suhel Khan is expected to begin 

work on the project soon. According to the MEA, Khan 

joined the Indian Foreign Service in 1997. His first foreign 

assignment was to the Indian Embassy in Cairo, where he 

earned an Advanced Diploma in Arabic Language from 

the American University in Cairo between 1999 and 

2001.  

 

Aloke Singh Named Head Of Air India’s Low Cost 
Airline Business :-  

Aloke Singh will be the sole CEO of Air India's low-cost 

carrier beginning January 1, 2023. Sunil Bhaskaran, the 

current CEO of AirAsia India, will lead a new initiative - an 

aviation training academy, according to internal 
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communication. Tata Group has been working to 

consolidate its airline business since taking over loss-

making Air India in January 2022. On November 2, 2022, 

Air India announced that an operational review process 

to integrate budget carrier AirAsia India with Air India 

Express is underway, with the merger expected to be 

completed by the end of 2023. 

 

Senior Nuclear Scientist Dinesh Kumar Shukla 

Named As New Head Of AERB :- 

According to a government order, senior nuclear 

scientist Dinesh Kumar Shukla has been appointed 

chairperson of the Atomic Energy Regulatory Board 

(AERB) for a three-year term. Shukla, the AERB's 

executive director, succeeds G. Nageswara Rao in the top 

position. A graduate in mechanical engineering from the 

Jabalpur University, Shukla joined the Department of 

Atomic Energy (DAE) in 1981. Shukla has also served as a 

consultant to the International Atomic Energy Agency 

(IAEA) on matters related to the safety of research 

reactors. 

 

SBI Funds Management Appoints Shamsher Singh 

As New MD, CEO Of Company :- 

SBI Funds Management Ltd recently announced the 

appointment of Shamsher Singh as managing director 

and chief executive officer. Singh, who was deputy 

managing director at State Bank of India (SBI), has taken 

over the role from Vinay M Tonse, who was repatriated 

to the public sector lender, according to a statement 

from the asset management firm. Singh has more than 

32 years of rich experience working with SBI in various 

verticals, including investment banking, treasury, 

corporate banking and branch banking. 

 

Ganji Kamala V Rao Appointed As Chief Executive 

Officer At FSSAI :- 

G Kamala Vardhana Rao has been named the Food Safety 

and Standards Authority of India's (FSSAI) new  chief 

executive officer (CEO) . Shri Ganji Kamala V Rao IAS is a 

1990 batch Kerala cadre officer. He was appointed by the 

Cabinet Appointments Committee as Chairman and 

Managing Director of India Tourism Development 

Corporation Ltd in the rank and pay of Additional 

Secretary. He has also served as the Principal Secretary 

of the Government of Kerala's General Administration 

Department in Trivandrum. 
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Baskar Babu Re-Appointed As Suryoday Bank’s 
Chief For 3 Years :- 

The Reserve Bank of India has approved Baskar Babu 

Ramachandran's reappointment as MD & CEO of 

Suryoday Small Finance Bank for a three-year term 

beginning January 23, 2023. The bank was founded in 

Chennai in 2008 as Suryoday Micro Finance Pvt Ltd, and 

in 2015 it was converted into a public limited company 

as Suryoday Micro Finance Ltd. The RBI granted Suryoday 

Micro Finance in-principle and final approval to establish 

an SFB in letters dated October 7, 2015 and August 26, 

2016, respectively.  

 

Indian Overseas Bank: Ajay Kumar Srivastava 

Appointed As MD And CEO :- 

According to the Indian Overseas Bank, the centre has 

appointed Ajay Kumar Srivastava as the bank's managing 

director (MD) and chief executive officer (CEO) with 

effect from the date of assumption of office on or after 

January 1, 2023. Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) said that 

Partha Pratim Sengupta has demitted office as MD & CEO 

of the bank on 31 December 2022 being the date of his 

superannuation. The Government of India owned 

96.38% of IOB as of 30 September 2022, followed by 

institutional investors, the general public, and others. 

 

Gem And Jewellery Domestic Council Elects Saiyam 

Mehra As Chairman :- 

The All India Gem and Jewellery Domestic Council (GJC) 

announced that its members have elected Saiyam Mehra 

as Chairman and Rajesh Rokde as Vice Chairman for a 

two-year term (2023-24). GJC represents over 6 million 

industry participants, including manufacturers, 

wholesalers, retailers, distributors, laboratories, 

gemologists, designers, and allied service providers. 

Rokde said GJC is constantly creating newer and better 

platforms for the industry and his focus will be on 

connecting with the maximum number of people 

creating a synergy for development of the industry. 

 

Paytm Bank Gets RBI Nod To Appoint Surinder 

Chawla As New CEO :- 

After the RBI approved the appointment for three years, 

Paytm Payments Bank named Surinder Chawla as its MD 

& CEO. Chawla has 28 years of retail banking experience 
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with companies such as HDFC Bank, RBL Bank, ABN Amro 

Bank, and StanChart. His most recent position was as 

head of branch banking at RBL Bank. Prior to that, he 

worked for HDFC Bank for 12 years in senior 

management positions, including as head of the retail 

liabilities and products group. Satish Kumar Gupta, the 

outgoing MD and CEO, was previously chief project 

officer at NPCI and a veteran banker at SBI.  

 

RS Sodhi Steps Down As Amul MD, Jayen Mehta 

Takes Interim Charge :- 

The Gujarat Co-operative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd 

(GCMMF), which markets its products under the brand 

name 'Amul,' fired its long-serving Managing Director 

R.S. Sodhi without explanation in a sudden development. 

Sodhi, on the other hand, stated that he had requested 

that the federation's board relieve him of his duties. 

Jayenbhai Mehta, the federation's Chief Operating 

Officer, has been appointed as interim Managing 

Director (MD). Sodhi, who has been with the federation 

for over 40 years, was the MD for 12 years. 

 

Anurag Kumar Appointed CMD Of Electronics 

Corporation Of India Limited :- 

Anurag Kumar has been named Chairman and Managing 

Director of Electronics Corporation of India Limited 

(ECIL), according to a Personnel Ministry order. Kumar is 

currently the Executive Director of ECIL. The 

Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) approved 

Kumar's appointment to the post until his 

superannuation date, which is January 31, 2026, 

according to the order. Kumar has extensive experience 

in Project Management, Strategy Development and 

Implementation, and Strategic Planning. 

 

Cognizant Appoints Ravi Kumar S As Chief 

Executive Officer :- 

Cognizant has named Ravi Kumar S as its new Chief 

Executive Officer (CEO), following approval from the 

company's Board of Directors. Ravi Kumar S, a Cognizant 

Board member and well-known for his vibrant tenure at 

Infosys, where he served in various leadership roles for 

20 years, succeeds Brian Humphries as CEO. According to 

the official announcement, Kumar's appointment is 

effective immediately. Humphries, however, will serve as 

Special Advisor to Cognizant until March 15, 2023, in 

order to ensure a smooth transition. 
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Food and Agriculture Organization: India elected 

the Vice Chair :- 

The Inter-Governmental Technical Working Group 

reviews the technical issues at the Food and Agriculture 

Organization and also advises the organizations on key 

decisions. India will hold the position of Vice Chairperson 

at the 12th session of the group. The ITWG is to meet at 

Rome in January 2023 and discuss animal genetic 

resources. USA is the Chair of the session. Along with 

India, other countries will also hold the Vice Chair 

position. They are Spain, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, 

Tonga, and Brazil. India will also hold the position of 

Rapporteur along with the Vice Chair post. Rapporteur 

means the reporting officer. Mr. Bhupendra Nath 

Tripathi is to represent India and hold these positions. 

 

Retired DG Of BSF Pankaj Kumar Singh Appointed 

Deputy NSA :- 

Pankaj Kumar Singh, a retired director general of the 

Border Security Force (BSF), has been appointed as the 

Deputy National Security Adviser in the National Security 

Council Secretariat for a two-year term. Singh, a 1988-

batch IPS officer from the Rajasthan cadre, has been 

appointed on a re-employment contract, according to an 

official order. Singh previously worked for the Union 

government as the Inspector General of the CRPF in 

Chhattisgarh and as the IG (Operations) at the CRPF 

headquarters in Delhi. Before becoming BSF DG, he also 

served in the BSF. 

 

Vedanta’s Cairn Oil & Gas Appointed Nick Walker 
As Chief Executive Officer :- 

Cairn Oil & Gas, a subsidiary of Vedanta, has named Nick 

Walker as its new chief executive officer (CEO). In a 

statement, the company said "Before this appointment, 

Walker was president and chief executive officer at 

Lundin Energy, one of the leading European independent 

E&P companies". Having worked previously in 

companies like BP, Talisman Energy and Africa Oil, he has 

over 30 years of diverse international experience in 

technical, commercial and executive leadership roles. 

 

Ex-SC Judge AK Sikri Appointed Administrator Of 

Shooting World Cup 2023 :-  

The Delhi High Court has appointed former Supreme 

Court Justice Justice (R) Arjan Kumar Sikri as an 

administrator to oversee the use of funds for the 

upcoming International Shooting Sports Federation 

(ISSF) World Cup. The Bench of Justice Satish Chander 

Sharma and Justice Subramonium Prasad in an order 

passed on January 19, said that “the prestige of the 
country will be affected if there is any impediment in 
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organizing the World Cup event which would require 

funding from the Union of India”.  

 

Vikram Dev Dutt Named As Next DGCA Director 

General :- 

Vikram Dev Dutt has been appointed as the next director 

general in the Directorate of General Civil Aviation 

(DGCA) by the Cabinet Appointments Committee . On 

February 28, 2023, he will take over as the head of the 

aviation regulator. He will succeed Arun Kumar, the 

current DGCA chief. The Centre appointed Dutt as 

Chairman and Managing Director of Air India Ltd in 2022. 

Dutt is an AGMUT (Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, Mizoram, 

and Union Territory) cadre IAS officer from the 1993 

batch. 

4: Awards
 

 

UIDAI HQ Building Wins Top Green Building Award 

:- 

The headquarters of the Unique Identification Authority 

of India (UIDAI) in New Delhi have won the prestigious 

GRIHA Exemplary Performance Award 2022, a top 

national level Green Building Award. GRIHA (Green 

Rating for Integrated Habitat Assessment) is India's 

national green building rating system. The UIDAI 

headquarters has been named the winner of the existing 

highest-rated building category. Nominations for this 

award were solicited from GRIHA-rated buildings across 

the country in the month of October 2022. 

 

Sudeep & Shobhana Won Rabindranath Tagore 

Literary Prize 2021-22 :- 

Sudeep Sen for his genre and formbender Anthropocene: 

Climate Change, Contagion, Consolation (Pippa Rann 

Books & Media, 2021) and Shobhana Kumar for her 

haibun collection A Sky Full of Bucket Lists (Red River, 

2021) shared the Rabindranath Tagore Literary Prize 

2021-22. The winners, who each received $10,000 and a 

Rabindranath Tagore statuette, were chosen from a 

shortlist of 11 at India International Centre, with Sanjoy 

K Roy, producer of the Jaipur Literature Festival, 

receiving the Tagore Prize for social achievement. 
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PRAKASHmay: NHPC Won Best Globally 

Competitive Power Company Of India Award :- 

At the PRAKASHmay '15th Enertia Awards 2022,' NHPC 

Limited was named the winner of the 'Best Globally 

Competitive Power Company of India - Hydropower and 

Renewable Energy Sector'. Shri U.S. Sahi, NHPC Executive 

Director (EMS/CC/CSR), accepted the award on behalf of 

the organisation at a glittering ceremony held at the New 

Delhi Institute of Management in New Delhi. The Award 

was given to NHPC in recognition of its hydropower 

sector leadership, with a gross asset class renewable 

energy capacity of more than 7000 MW. 

 

Indian Scientist Prof. Thalappil Pradeep Awarded 

VinFuture Special Prize 2022 :- 

Professor Pradeep Thalappil of Madras IIT has been 

awarded the VinFuture Prize 2022, which was 

established by the VinFuture Prize Council to recognise 

groundbreaking research projects. Thalappil received the 

'Special Prize for Developing-Country Innovators' for 

developing a low-cost filtration system to remove arsenic 

and other heavy metals from groundwater. The winning 

prize money is Rs 4 crore. Thalappil had previously been 

awarded the Padma Shri for his work in developing 

affordable and safe drinking water solutions using 

nanomaterials. 

 

Indian Cyclist Swasti Singh Gets 30th Ekalabya 

Puraskar :- 

Swasti Singh was awarded the 'Ekalabya Puraskar' for the 

year 2022. Every year, the award is given to encourage 

young athletes. Singh received a citation, trophy, and Rs 

5 lakh cash in a ceremony hosted by the Indian Metals 

Public Charitable Trust (IMPaCT), IMFA's charitable arm. 

She was recognised for her national and international 

performance from April 1, 2020 to March 31, 2022. 

Pankaj Advani, the World Champion of Billiards and 

Snooker, was the Chief Guest at the event.  

 

Cuban Social Worker Aleida Guevara Received 

With First KR Gouri Amma National Award :- 

Noted Aleida Guevara, a Cuban social worker and human 

rights advocate, has been chosen for the first K.R. Gouri 

Amma Foundation award. The jury, which included Binoy 

Viswam, MP, and P.C. Beenakumari, managing trustee of 
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the foundation, unanimously chose Dr. Guevara for the 

award for her efforts to rehabilitate differently-abled 

children and provide debt relief to developing countries. 

Dr. Aleida is also an active member of the Cuban Medical 

Mission, which works to improve the health of Latin 

American children. 

 

Prabhu Chandra Mishra Honoured With Atal 

Samman Award :- 

Many personalities who played important roles in 

various fields were honoured at Vigyan Bhawan, New 

Delhi, on the birth anniversary of former Prime Minister 

of the country Atal Bihari Vajpayee during the 9th Atal 

Samman Samaroh. During this event, Prabhu Chandra 

Mishra was honoured with the Atal Samman Award (Atal 

Anveshi Shikhar Samman) for his contributions to science 

and research. His specialty is StemCell & Regenerative 

Medicine in infertility, particularly when IVF fails. 

 

IIT Madras Won Wharton-QS Reimagine Education 

Awards 2022 :-  

The Indian Institute of Technology, Madras (IIT-M) 

received significant recognition in the Wharton-QS 

Reimagine Education Awards, dubbed "the Oscars of 

Education." This time, IIT Madras' BS in Data Science and 

Applications received a silver award in the 'Best Online 

Program' category. NPTEL (National Programme on 

Technology Enhanced Learning), a joint initiative of IITs 

and IISc, also received Gold in the 'Lifelong Learning 

category.' According to IIT Madras, the degree has 

attracted candidates from all over the country, including 

remote areas. 

 

17th Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award 2023 :- 

The Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award (PBSA), the 

highest honour for Indians living abroad, was given to 27 

people by President Droupadi Murmu. According to 

MEA, the awardees represent the Indian diaspora's 

excellence in various sectors. The awardees who have 

excelled in their field and got selected for this award 

include Jagadish Chennupati, Sanjeev Mehta, Dilip 

Loundo, Alexander Maliakel John, Vaikuntam Iyer 

Lakshmanan, Joginder Singh Nijjar, Ramjee Prasad, 

Kannan Ambalam, Amal Kumar Mukhopadhyay. 

 

Chhattisgarh Police ‘Nijaat’ Campaign Gets IACP 
2022 Award :-  
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The International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP), a 

US-based international organisation, has chosen 

Chhattisgarh police's anti-drug and illicit liquor campaign 

'Nijaat' for 'Leadership in Crime Prevention' in the 

institutional category. Early in 2022, the Bureau of Police 

Research and Development (BPR&D), an organisation of 

the Ministry of Home Affairs included the Nijaat 

campaign among the thirty best smart-policing 

campaigns in the country. The campaign was launched 

by the Chhattisgarh police under the leadership of the 

IPS officer Santosh Kumar Singh. 

 

Golden Globe Awards : RRR Wins Best Original 

Song :- 

Telugu film RRR made history by becoming the country's 

first Golden Globe winner. RRR, starring Jr NTR and Ram 

Charan as real-life freedom fighters Komaram Bheem 

and Alluri Sitaramaraju, is the first Indian film to be 

nominated for a Golden Globe, Hollywood's highest 

honour. In 2021, a video for the hit song "Naatu Naatu" 

was shot in front of Ukraine President Volodymyr 

Zelensky's official residence. Accepting the award, 

composer MM Keeravani expressed his delight at the 

song's success. Several Indians, including Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi, expressed their delight at the news.  

 

Odisha Wins World Habitat Award 2023 For Its 

JAGA Mission :- 

Odisha has won the UN-Habitat World Habitat Awards 

2023 for Jaga Mission, the state's 5T initiative. According 

to an official statement, the Jaga mission is the world's 

largest land titling and slum upgrading programme, with 

the goal of empowering slum dwellers' lives. “Under the 
leadership of Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik, the 

Government of Odisha has set itself the ambitious target 

of becoming the first slum-free state in India and is 

leading the Jaga Mission programme to upgrade all of the 

state's 2,919 slums,” said the statement. 

 

Jalna And Nagpur Police Won ‘Best Police Unit’ 
Award In Maharashtra :- 

Jalna district police and Nagpur city police in 

Maharashtra have won the state's 'Best Police Unit' 

awards for 2021 for maintaining law and order, using 

modern technology, evolving community policing, and 

administration. Jalna police received the 'Class A' award, 

while Nagpur police received the 'Class B' award. Police 

units with fewer than 6,100 Indian Penal Code cases are 

classified as 'Class A,' while those with more than 6,100 

IPC cases are classified as 'Class B,' according to a police 

circular. 

 



VASHISHTH ACADEMY www.vashishthacademy.com 

 

2ND FLOOR, OPPOSITE GOVT. COLLEGE FOR BOYS COLLEGE ROAD. LDH. / 36 PUDA MARKET. FIELD GANJ NEAR CIVIL HOSPITAL LDH 

 

22 

Aparna Sen Awarded With Lifetime Achievement 

Award At Jaipur Film Festival :- 

Aparna Sen, a veteran actor-director, was recently 

honoured with the lifetime achievement award at the 

opening ceremony of the 15th Jaipur International Film 

Festival. After receiving the honour, Sen said the Lifetime 

Achievement Award is not the end road of her journey as 

a creative person. Grammy award winner Ricky Kej, film 

script writer Kamlesh Pandey, screenplay writer-film 

producer Haider Hale and others were present at the 

opening ceremony. More than two hundred producers, 

directors and script writers attended the event. 

 

Indian Peacekeepers Honoured With UN Medal For 

Exemplary Service :- 

Over 1,000 Indian peacekeepers serving with the UN 

Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) were awarded the 

prestigious UN medals at an award ceremony in Upper 

Nile, where for the first time, a female officer of the 

Indian Army, Major Jasmine Chattha, led the parade of 

the large Indian contingent, which included infantry, 

engineers, and medical officials. At a special award 

ceremony in Upper Nile, 1,171 Indian peacekeepers 

serving with the UN mission in South Sudan were 

honoured with UN medals for their outstanding service.  

 

‘Naanera’ Bagged ‘Golden Kailasha’ Award In 
Ajanta-Ellora Film Festival :- 

Deepankar Prakash's Rajasthani film Naanera won the 

Golden Kailasha award for best movie at the 8th edition 

of the Ajanta-Ellora film festival. According to the 

release, Naanera also won awards for best director, best 

screenplay, and best editor. According to a press release, 

the best picture award, announced by FIPRESCI India jury 

N Vidyashakar, included a trophy and a cash prize of Rs 

one lakh. Koli Esru (chicken curry), a Kannada film, won 

awards for best child artist (Apeksha Chorna Halli) and 

best actress (Akshatha Pandavapura). 

 

Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Limited Awarded With 

The Best Small Bank Award :-  

Tamilnad Mercantile Bank (TMB) has won the 'Best Small 

Bank Award' in Business Today-Best KPMG (BT-KPMG 

Best banks survey) Banks Survey for the Year 2022.'  This 

award was given to the bank in the category of banks 

with a book size of less than ₹1 lakh crore. This survey is 

being conducted by BT-KPMG, which has been awarding 

the best banks for the past 27 years based on 37 criteria. 

TMB has come out on top in the respective category after 

a stellar performance in 2022. 
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GMR Goa International Airport Wins Best 

Sustainable Greenfield Airport Award :- 

GMR Goa International Airport (GGIAL), a subsidiary of 

GMR Airports Infrastructure, has won the ASSOCHAM's 

14th International Conference-cum-Awards for Civil 

Aviation 2023 award for 'Best Sustainable Greenfield 

Airport' in the category of aviation sustainability and 

environment. The award was given to GGIAL for its 

"excellent initiatives" in implementing sustainability as 

one of its core concepts. In the presence of industry 

dignitaries and participants, Union Minister of Civil 

Aviation Jyotiraditya Scindia presented the award to 

senior officials from GGIAL.  

5: Banking
 

 

HDFC Borrows USD 400 Million From IFC For 

Financing Green Affordable Housing :- 

HDFC has received a $400 million loan from IFC to help 

expand green affordable housing finance in India. The 

funding from the IFC will help the country transition to a 

more sustainable growth path, creating jobs and 

ensuring long-term business growth. Furthermore, the 

lending framework will establish stringent green building 

standards, allowing HDFC to build a quality green 

housing pipeline while channelling funds to this segment. 

Most importantly, the IFC financing package will allow 

the company to on-lend to borrowers, ensuring that they 

can afford such housing, according to the statement. 

 

SBI, ICICI Bank, And Axis Bank To Introduce Rupay-

Based Credit Card On UPI Platform :- 

By March 2023, State Bank of India (SBI), ICICI Bank, and 

Axis Bank intend to issue RuPay credit cards via the 

Unified Payment Interface (UPI). Currently, three public 

sector banks, Union Bank of India, Punjab National Bank, 

and Indian Bank, as well as one private sector bank, HDFC 

Bank, have gone live on the RuPay credit card segment 

of the UPI platform. The Reserve Bank of India allowed 

credit card linking to UPI in June 2022, which was 

previously used as a "pay now" facility. The move will 

increase user convenience and broaden the scope of 

digital payments. 

 

Bank Frauds Over 50% In Public Sector Banks 

According To RBI Data :- 

According to the RBI report, the number of instances of 

financial fraud is decreasing in the banking system. 

According to the regulator's data, the value of frauds fell 

46% to Rs 19,485 crore between April and September 
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2022. In addition, for the second consecutive year in 

2021-2022, the number of fraud cases reported by 

private sector banks outnumbered those reported by 

public sector banks. However, data showed that in terms 

of the amount involved, public sector banks held a 66.7 

percent share in 2021-22, up from 59.4 percent the 

previous year. 

 

SBI Card And Punjab & Sind Bank Join Hands To 

Launch Co-Branded Credit Cards :-  

SBI Cards and Payment Services has announced a 

collaboration with Punjab & Sind Bank to offer co-

branded credit cards to the bank's customers. According 

to the company, the collaboration also marks the 

introduction of "credit cards" as a new product segment 

within the bank's portfolio. Both companies have 

released three card variants: the PSB SBI Card ELITE, the 

PSB SBI Card PRIME, and the PSB SimplySAVE SBI Card. 

These variants have been launched to meet the spending 

needs of Punjab & Sind Bank customers in the mass, 

mass premium, and premium segments. 

 

RBI Keeps SBI, ICICI, HDFC As Domestic 

Systemically Important Banks :- 

According to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), the State 

Bank of India (SBI), as well as privately owned ICICI Bank 

and HDFC Bank, are still Domestic Systemically Important 

Banks (D-SIBs). Systemically important banks are 

regarded as too big to fail, giving rise to the belief that 

the government will bail them out in times of trouble. SBI 

and ICICI Bank were classified as D-SIBs by the RBI in 2015 

and 2016. Furthermore, based on data collected from 

banks as of March 31, 2017, HDFC Bank, along with SBI 

and ICICI Bank, was classified as a D-SIB.  

 

Bandhan Bank Launched ‘Jahaan Bandhan, 
Wahaan Trust’ Campaign :- 

Bandhan Bank has launched its 'Jahaan Bandhan, 

Wahaan Trust' campaign, with cricketer Sourav Ganguly 

serving as the brand ambassador. Bandhan Bank has 

appointed a pan-India brand ambassador for the first 

time, according to the company. Leo Burnett Orchard, 

which was hired as the bank's creative agency in August 

2022, conceptualised the campaign. According to the 

company, the marketing campaign will be seen on TV, 

print, out-of-home (OOH), cinema, and digital media. 
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Axis Bank Partners With OPEN To Launch A Fully 

Digital Current Account :- 

Axis Bank, a private lender, recently announced a 

partnership with OPEN (Open Financial Technologies), a 

digital banking fintech company, to launch a digital 

current account for its customers, who include SMEs, 

freelancers, homepreneurs, influencers, and others. 

Current account holders will have access to Axis Bank's 

more than 250 banking services, as well as OPEN's 

financial automation tools for business management, 

such as payments, accounting, payroll, compliance, 

expense management, and other services.  

 

SEBI Issues Debt Broker License To Zerodha-Backed 

GoldenPi Technologies :- 

GoldenPi Technologies, a Bengaluru-based fintech firm, 

has been granted a debt broker licence by the Securities 

and Exchange Board of India (Sebi). GoldenPi became the 

first online bond platform provider to receive a debt 

brokerage licence from Sebi as a result of the 

development. The regulator issued regulations for online 

debt trading platforms last year, stating that no company 

or individual shall act as an online bond platform 

provider unless they have a certificate of registration as 

a stock broker under the SEBI Regulations, 2021.  

 

SBI Launched E-Bank Guarantee Facility In 

Association With NeSL :-  

State Bank of India (SBI), the country's largest lender, has 

launched an e-Bank Guarantee (e-BG) facility in 

collaboration with National e-Governance Services 

Limited (NeSL). This function will be replaced by e-

stamping and e-signature with the introduction of e-BG. 

SBI claims that this facility will usher in a revolution in the 

banking ecosystem, where bank guarantees are 

frequently used in large quantities. Currently, these 

guarantees are issued by the bank using physical 

stamping and wet signatures. 

 

Paytm Bank Gets RBI nod to Operate as Bharat Bill 

Payment Operating Unit :- 

Paytm Payments Bank announced that it has received 

final RBI approval to operate as a Bharat Bill Payment 

Operating Unit (BBPOU). A BBPOU may facilitate bill 

payment services for electricity, phone, DTH, water, gas 

insurance, loan repayments, FASTag recharge, education 

fees, credit card bill, and municipal taxes under the 
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Bharat Bill Payment System (BBPS). The National 

Payments Corporation of India owns BBPS. So far, Paytm 

Payments Bank Ltd (PPBL) has been carrying out this 

activity with RBI's in-principle approval. 

 

PNB Launches Credit Card Against Fixed Deposit :- 

Customers who do not meet the eligibility criteria for 

regular credit cards can apply for credit cards against 

Fixed Deposit at the state-owned Punjab National Bank 

(PNB). PNB is the first public sector bank to digitally 

launch a credit card against fixed deposits. The lender 

said you can get a RuPay or VISA credit card digitally 

against a single or multiple FDs with an 80% credit limit. 

Some of the benefits of a Punjab National Bank credit 

card over a fixed deposit include no document 

requirements, no joining fee, no physical branch visit, 

attractive rewards, and UPI. 

 

LIC Unveils Jeevan Azad Limited Premium Payment 

Plan :- 

The Life Insurance Corporation of India has launched a 

new plan called LIC’s Jeevan Azad. This is a non-

participating, individual savings life insurance plan that 

provides both protection and savings. This is a Limited 

Premium Payment Endowment Plan that provides 

financial support to the family in the event of the 

untimely death of the life assured during the policy term, 

as well as liquidity needs through a loan facility. It also 

pays a guaranteed lump sum to the surviving life assured 

on the maturity date.  

6: Books and Author
 

 

A Book Titled "The Light We Carry: Overcoming In 

Uncertain Times" By Michelle Obama :- 

Michelle Obama's nonfiction book, 'Light We Carry: 

Overcoming in Uncertain Times,' was published by 

Crown Publishing. The Light We Carry will encourage 

readers to reflect on their own lives, identify their 

sources of joy, and connect meaningfully in a turbulent 

world. The author “shares the contents of her ‘personal 
toolbox’ – the habits and practices, attitudes and beliefs, 

and even physical objects that she uses to overcome her 

feelings of fear, helplessness and self doubt.” 
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Devika Rangachari's new book 'The Mauryas' 

launched in Delhi :- 

A new book about the Maurya dynasty, which ruled over 

almost the entire Indian subcontinent from around 324 

BCE to around 185 BCE, was recently released in the 

national capital. The book, aptly titled 'The Mauryas,' is 

written by Devika Rangachari and published by Simon & 

Schuster India. When discussing the book's creation, the 

author stated that it contains many versions of stories 

that gently point the readers in different directions and 

viewpoints. "It is fascinating to see how many stories 

there are with different versions and how you construct 

a historical narrative," she said.  

 

A Book Titled "The Indian Navy@75" By 

Commodore Ranjit Rai (Retd) & Aritra Banerjee :- 

The book 'The Indian Navy@75 Reminiscing the Voyage,' 

written by Commodore Ranjit B Rai (Retd) and defence 

journalist Aritra Banerjee, was recently released. The 

book describes how British historians who couldn't 

stomach the RIN's mutiny in 1946 omitted the exploits 

and sacrifices of the British-era Royal Indian Navy (RIN) 

during World War II. To address this, the IN established 

its own records and archives. Aritra Banerjee is an Indian 

Aerospace & Defence Journalist, Co-Author of the book, 

and Co-Founder of Mission Victory India (MVI), a new-

age military reform think-tank. 

 

Shashi Tharoor’s latest book ‘Ambedkar: A Life’ 
launched at ITC Sonar, Kolkata :- 

Shashi Tharoor, MP and author, and Suhel Seth, 

entrepreneur, actor, author, and columnist, launched 

Shashi Tharoor's new book, 'Ambedkar: A Life,' published 

by Aleph, at ITC Sonar in Kolkata. The event was 

organised by the Prabha Khaitan Foundation (PKF) in 

collaboration with FICCI FLO and Ehsaas as part of their 

initiative Kitaab. Tharoor's biography is a meticulously 

researched and detailed biography that sheds new light 

on Ambedkar's personal decisions, obstinate personality, 

and political biases. 

 

“Reset Your Life” an Inspirational Book By Anil 
Bhasin Launched:- 

The book 'Reset Your Life,' written by Anil Bhasin, a well-

known inspirational leader and motivational speaker, 

was recently released for sale on Amazon. It is currently 

one of the most sought-after handbooks, serving as an 
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inspiration to many young people. 'Reset Your Life' 

contains a slew of life-changing secrets. In fact, these 

secrets are a summary  of the strategies employed by 

many successful leaders who have made a name for 

themselves. It subconsciously prepares the readers for 

holistic success by balancing their personal and 

professional lives. 

 

A book titled “Forks in the Road: My Days at RBI 
and Beyond” by C. Rangarajan :- 

A book titled "Forks in the Road: My Days at RBI and 

Beyond" was written by C Rangarajan. It was released by 

Penguin Business (Penguin Group). The book is the 

memoir of  Dr. C. Rangarajan, who is an Indian 

economist, former Member of Parliament, and the 19th 

Governor of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). It examines 

India's transition from post-independence planning to 

the present. The book is divided into three sections. Part 

1- 'RBI and Planning Commission', Part 2-'Governor of 

RBI' and Part 3- 'Beyond RBI'. 

 

Prof Ratneshwar Mishra wins Sahitya Akademi 

Award for Translation :- 

Prof Ratneshwar Mishra of Bihar's Purnia district 

received the Sahitya Akademi Award for translation for 

the book 'Azadi' in Maithili. The novel Azadi authored by 

Chaman Nahal commonly known as C Nahal in English is 

considered his best novel and the author had won 

Sahitya Akademi Award for the novel in 1977.  The novel, 

published in 1975, recounts his experiences living in 

Sialkot during the partition. Prof Mishra is the first 

scholar from Seemanchal, Bihar's poorest region, to 

receive a Sahitya Akademi Award. 

 

J-K’s Shaista Khan wins ‘Sahitya Akademi Yuva 
Puraskar’ in 2022, becomes 9th Kashmiri to bag 
award :- 

The 'Sahitya Akademi Yuva Puraskar', established in 2011 

to promote language and literature, has served as an 

inspiration in the lives of young people in Jammu and 

Kashmir, sparking an interest in the Kashmiri language. 

The Sahitya Akademi of New Delhi established this award 

in 24 languages. According to a report, nine writers have 

received this award for Kashmiri languages so far. The 

most recent addition to the list is Shaista Khan, a 

Srinagar-based young writer who won the award for her 

fictional collection "Brand Birs Peeth" in 2022. 

 

Homeopathic Physician & teacher Dr AK Dwivedi’s 
book ‘Manav sharir Rachna Vigyan’ released :- 
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The Governor of Madhya Pradesh, Shri Mangubhai Patel, 

released a medical book titled 'Manav sharir Rachna 

Vigyan' at the third convocation ceremony of Atal Bihari 

Vajpayee Hindi University Bhopal. This is a very useful 

book for medical students of all courses in medical 

education. Dr. AK Dwivedi, Homeopathic Doctor of 

Indore, Professor & HOD Physiology SKRP Gujarati 

Homeopathic Medical College Indore, wrote this book. 

Madhya Pradesh Hindi Granth Academy published this 

book. 

 

Former IAS Kaki Madhava Rao Authored A New 

Book “Breaking Barriers” :-  

Former IAS officer Kaki Madhava Rao has written a new 

book titled "Breaking Barriers: the Story of a Dalit Chief 

Secretary" that discusses the dynamics of civil services at 

the ground level and fills knowledge gaps about micro 

policies and governance. Emesco Books Private Limited 

is the publisher of the book. K Madhava Rao is an Indian 

Administrative Service (IAS) officer from the 1962 batch 

who retired as Chief Secretary of Andhra Pradesh (AP). In 

1939, he was born in the village of Pedamaddali in the 

Krishna district of Andhra Pradesh. 

 

Former CJI Ranjan Gogoi released book titled ‘Chief 

Minister’s Diary No.1’ :- 

Former Chief Justice of India and Rajya Sabha member 

Ranjan Gogoi has released a book titled 'Chief Minister's 

Diary No.1' containing an account of events during 

Assam chief minister Himanta Biswa Sarma's first year in 

office, written by chief minister Himanta Biswa Sarma 

himself. The book included accounts of his daily activities 

as chief minister. Speaking on the occasion, Assam Chief 

Minister said that the book featured accounts of daily 

activities he undertook as Chief Minister without 

bringing his personal life into the spotlight.  

 

A Book Titled “Roller Coaster: An Affair With 

Banking” By Tamal Bandyopadhyay :- 

Journalist Tamal Bandyopadhyay's latest book, "Roller 

Coaster: An Affair with Banking," has been published by 

Jaico Publishing House was released. Over the past two 

and a half decades, he has witnessed the evolution of the 

industry and dramatis personae, first as a rookie 

reporter, then as an editor and columnist, and finally as 

an author. The book sheds light on the lives of 

commercial and central bankers in India. Roller Coaster 

is a collection of such stories and revelations from the 

affair of the country's leading banking journalist with the 

industry. 
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A Book Written On Veteran Writer-Lyricist Javed 

Akhtar “Jadunama” By Arvind Mandloi :- 

Arvind Mandloi's book Jadunama, about veteran writer-

lyricist Javed Akhtar, was launched. Javed's wife, actress 

Shabana Azmi, and their children Zoya and Farhan Akhtar 

attended the book launch. Actor Shibani Dandekar, 

Farhan's wife, also attended the event. The story of 

Jadunama revolves around a writer, poet, lyricist, and 

political activist. The name Jadu was inspired by Javed 

sahab's father, Jan Nisar Akhtar's poem, 'Lamha, lamha 

kisi jadoo ka fasana hoga (Every moment will be the story 

of a certain magic)'. 

7: Defence
 

 

India-Japan To Conduct 1st Bilateral Air Combat 

Exercise “Veer Guardian 23” :- 

The Indian Air Force (IAF) and the Japanese Air Self-

Defense Force (JASDF) will hold their first bilateral air 

exercise, Veer Guardian 23, from January 16 to 26 at 

Japan's Hyakuri and Iruma air bases. Defence Minister 

Rajnath Singh stated in a press statement following the 

India-Japan 2+2 ministerial dialogue in September that 

the two Air Forces are collaborating closely to conduct 

the inaugural Air Force fighter exercise as soon as 

possible. Japan also took part for the first time in the 

multilateral exercise MILAN, which was hosted by the 

Navy in early 2022. 

 

Defence Acquisition Council Clears Over ₹84,000 
Crore Proposals :-  

According to defence minister Rajnath Singh, India's 

Defence Acquisition Council has approved proposals to 

acquire defence equipment worth Rs 84,328 crore, 

including infantry combat vehicles, light tanks, and 

missile systems. The proposals total Rs 84,328 crore and 

include six for the Indian Army, six for the Indian Air 

Force, ten for the Indian Navy, and two for the Indian 

Coast Guard. Notably, 21 proposals totaling Rs 82,127 

crore (97.4%) have been approved for procurement from 

domestic sources. 

 

Lieutenant General Arvind Walia Appointed 

Engineer-In-Chief Of Army :- 

Lieutenant General Arvind Walia has been named the 

Indian Army's next Engineer-in-Chief. Lt Gen Walia, an 

officer of the 1986 batch, is a graduate of the Indian 

Military Academy in Dehradun, where he also received 

the prestigious Silver Medal. Lt Gen Walia has previously 

commanded a desert squadron, a regiment in Jammu 
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and Kashmir, and an Engineer Brigade on the western 

front. He also taught at the Secunderabad College of 

Defence Management and the National Defence College 

in Delhi. 

 

IAF successfully test-fires extended range version 

of BrahMos air-launched missile :- 

The Indian Air Force (IAF) recently successfully tested the 

extended range version of the BrahMos air launched 

missile from an SU-30MKI aircraft against a ship target. 

In the Bay of Bengal region, the missile met its mission 

objectives. "The extended range capability of the missile 

coupled with the high performance of the SU-30MKI 

aircraft gives the IAF a strategic reach and allows it to 

dominate the future battle fields", the government said. 

With this, IAF has achieved a "significant capability 

boost" to carry out precision strikes from SU-30MKI 

aircraft over very long ranges. 

 

Captain Shiva Chauhan Becomes The 1st Women 

Officer To Be Operationally Deployed In Siachen :- 

Captain Shiva Chouhan of the Corps of Electronics and 

Mechanical Engineers became the first woman officer to 

be operationally deployed at Kumar Post in the Siachen 

Glacier at an elevation of 15,632 feet. Capt. Chouhan is a 

Bengal Sapper Officer from Rajasthan was commissioned 

in May 2021. On January 2, she was inducted into the 

Siachen Glacier. The team of Sappers led by her will be 

responsible for a variety of combat engineering tasks and 

will be stationed at the post for three months, according 

to the Army. 

 

Government Starts Process To Buy 100 More K9-

Vajras :- 

The Defence Ministry has recently begun the 

procurement process for 100 more K9-Vajra tracked self-

propelled howitzers built in India by Larsen & Toubro 

(L&T) using technology transferred from South Korean 

defence major Hanwha Defense. At the height of 

tensions in eastern Ladakh in 2020, the Army sent one 

regiment of K-9 Vajra tracked self-propelled howitzers to 

supplement its long-range firepower against the 

backdrop of China's massive buildup of forces across the 

Line of Actual Control. 

 

IIT Madras & DRDO Tie-Up For Advanced Defence 

Technologies:-  

IIT-Madras has established a "centre of excellence" 

within a campus unit established by the Defence 
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Research and Development Organization (DRDO) to 

develop advanced technologies for national defence and 

security. For translational research, the interdisciplinary 

research group will bring in faculty and researchers from 

various departments. According to a press release from 

the institute, the 'DRDO Industry Academia-Ramanujan 

Centre of Excellence' (DIA-RCoE) will also work towards 

the 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat' goal in the defence sector.  

 

DRDO Develops Unmanned Aerial Vehicle For 

Operations In Himalayan Frontier :- 

The Defence Research and Development Organisation 

(DRDO) has developed an untethered multi-copter 

payload, an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) capable of 

flying with a 5 kg payload and even dropping bombs in 

enemy territory, with the goal of carrying out logistic 

operations along the Himalayan border, according to an 

official. The DRDO displayed the multi-copter at the 

108th Indian Science Congress in Nagpur, Maharashtra. 

The multi-copter successfully completed trials at an 

altitude of 14,000 feet in Sikkim.   

 

Under SPRINT Scheme Indian Navy To Get 

Autonomous Weaponised Boat Swarms :- 

The Indian Navy has signed a contract with Sagar 

Defence Engineering Pvt. Ltd to acquire armed 

autonomous boat swarms as part of the 'SPRINT' 

initiative, which aims to promote the development and 

use of indigenous defence technologies by domestic 

companies. The initiative was unveiled by PM Modi 

during Naval Innovation and Indigenisation Organisation 

(NIIO) seminar ‘Swavlamban’ in New Delhi in July 2022. 
This is the 50th contract that has been signed under 

‘SPRINT’.  

 

India Carries Out Test Launch Of Indigenously 

Developed Prithvi-II Missile Successfully :- 

Recently, India successfully conducted a test launch of 

the tactical ballistic missile Prithvi-II from a test range off 

the coast of Odisha. The missile hit its target with "high 

accuracy," according to the defence ministry.  "A 

successful training launch of a short-range ballistic 

missile, Prithvi-II, was carried out on January 10 from the 

Integrated Test Range, Chandipur off the coast of 

Odisha," the ministry said in a statement. It said the 

"user training launch" successfully validated all 

operational and technical parameters of the missile. 
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Defence Ministry Approves Proposals Worth Rs 

4,276-Cr For Anti-Tank, Air Defence Missile 

Systems :- 

The defence ministry recently approved three 

procurement proposals totaling Rs 4,276 crore, including 

one for Helina anti-tank guided missiles. The move is 

intended to strengthen the armed forces' combat 

capabilities along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) with 

China. All the three proposals - two of the Indian Army 

and one of the Indian Navy - under the Buy (Indian-

IDDM) category were cleared by the Defence Acquisition 

Council (DAC) headed by Union Defence Minister Rajnath 

Singh. 

 

Captain Surbhi Jakhmola Becomes 1st Woman 

Officer To Be Posted At BRO :- 

Captain Surbhi Jakhmola of the Indian Army's 117 

Engineer Regiment has become the country's first 

woman officer to be assigned to the Border Roads 

Organisation (BRO) on a foreign assignment . According 

to BRO officials, the female officer will be sent to Bhutan 

to carry out Project Dantak actions. BRO builds and 

maintains road networks along Indian territory's borders 

with neighbouring countries. In order to improve border 

connectivity, the BRO was transferred to the Ministry of 

Defence in 2015. 

 

Indian Navy Conducts “AMPHEX 2023” Mega 
Exercise In Andhra Pradesh :- 

The Indian Navy, along with the Army and the IAF, 

conducted a six-day mega military exercise near 

Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh. The "largest" biennial tri-

services amphibious exercise, AMPHEX 2023, was held 

from January 17 to 22, according to Navy officials. He 

said the exercise included complex activities in all 

domains that demonstrated and validated the high level 

of preparedness and excellent coordination between the 

three services to undertake full spectrum of amphibious 

operations.  

8: Economy
 

 

Jio To Acquire Reliance Infratel For Rs 3,720 Crore 

:-  

Reliance Projects and Property Management Services, a 

subsidiary of telecom giant Reliance Jio, has deposited Rs 

3,720 crore in an SBI escrow account to acquire Reliance 

Infratel's (RITL) mobile tower and fibre assets. Jio's 

acquisition of RITL was approved by the National 
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Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) in November 2022. 

Reliance Jio stated in a stock market notification that 

Reliance Infratel issued shares and zero-coupon 

optionally fully convertible debentures to subsidiary 

Reliance Projects and Property Management Services for 

Rs 3,720 crore. 

 

NSE Gets Sebi Nod To Set Up Social Stock Exchange 

:- 

The Securities Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has given 

the National Stock Exchange of India (NSE) preliminary 

approval to establish the Social Stock Exchange (SSE) as 

a separate segment of the NSE. The establishment of the 

Social Stock Exchange is in line with the government's 

proposal in the Union Budget for 2019-20 (April-March) 

to create a platform for listing social enterprises and 

voluntary organisations. Such organisations can raise 

capital through equity or debt instruments as a result of 

this exchange. 

 

Worldline EPayments India Gets RBI’s Nod To Act 
As Payment Aggregator :-  

Worldline ePayments India announced that it has 

received in-principle approval from the Reserve Bank of 

India to act as a payment aggregator (PA). The RBI 

granted the authorization in accordance with the 

provisions of the Payment Regulation Guidelines dated 

March 17, 2020. "The in-principle authorisation from RBI 

is a testimony to our commitment towards building a 

digital payment ecosystem in India," Ramesh 

Narasimhan, Chief Executive Officer, of Worldline India, 

said in the statement.  

 

Reliance Acquires Metro AG’s India Business For Rs 

2,850 Crore :- 

For a cash consideration of Rs 2,850 crore, Reliance Retail 

Ventures Limited (RRVL), a subsidiary of Reliance 

Industries Ltd, has signed definitive agreements to 

acquire a 100 percent equity stake in Metro Cash and 

Carry India Pvt Ltd, which operates under the 'Metro 

India' brand. Reliance Retail will gain access to a network 

of Metro India stores in prime locations across key cities, 

as well as a large base of registered kiranas and other 

institutional customers and a strong supplier network, as 

a result of this acquisition. 
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Coffee Export From India Rose Almost 2% To 4 Lakh 

Tonne :- 

According to the Coffee Board, coffee shipments from 

India, Asia's third-largest producer and exporter, 

increased 1.66 percent to 4 lakh tonne in 2022 due to an 

increase in instant coffee exports and re-exports. 
Exports stood at 3.93 lakh tonne in 2021. In value terms, 

coffee export was higher at Rs 8,762.47 crore in 2022 as 

against Rs 6,984.67 crore in year 2021. India ships both 

Robusta and Arabica varieties, besides instant coffee. 

According to the Board's latest data, shipment of 

Robusta coffee declined marginally to 2,20,974 tonne in 

2022 from 2,20,997 tonne year 2021. 

 

India’s International Financial Assets Drop By $56.5 
Bn In Q2 :- 

The net claims of non-residents on India increased by 

$34.3 billion during the second quarter of FY23, reaching 

$389.6 billion in September, according to Reserve Bank 

of India (RBI) data on India's International Investment 

Position (IIP). According to the data, India's international 

financial assets fell by $56.5 billion between July and 

September 2022, with valuation losses accounting for 

the majority of the decline. According to the RBI, reserve 

assets remained the dominant component (62.9% share) 

of India's international financial assets. 

 

National Saving Certificate Interest Rate Hiked For 

Jan-Mar 2023 Quarter :-  

The government has increased the interest rates on a 

few small savings schemes by 20 bps to 110 bps for the 

January-March 2023 quarter. This announcement was 

made by the finance ministry in a circular issued on 

December 30, 2022. Interest rates on schemes such as 

the Senior Citizen Savings Scheme, the Monthly Income 

Savings Scheme, the National Savings Certificate, Kisan 

Vikas Patra, and all post office time deposits have been 

raised. However, the interest rates on the Public 

Provident Fund and the Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana have 

not changed for this quarter. 

 

BharatPe Gets In-Principle Nod From RBI To 

Operate As Online Payment Aggregator :-  

BharatPe, a fintech platform, announced that it has 

received in-principle approval from the Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI) to operate as an online Payment Aggregator 

(PA). According to the company, Resilient Payments 

Private Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary of Resilient 

Innovations Private Ltd, has received in-principle 

approval (BharatPe). "At BharatPe, we have been 
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committed to empowering offline merchants and kirana 

store owners in the country and have already built a 

network of 1 crore merchants across more than 400 

cities," said Nalin Negi, CFO and interim CEO, BharatPe. 

 

World Bank Predicts India’s Economic Growth To 
Slow To 6.9% In FY23 :- 

The World Bank has kept India's economic growth 

forecast at 6.9% for fiscal year 2022-23. The World Bank 

maintained India's growth outlook in its Global Economic 

Outlook report at the same level as in its India Economic 

Update report released in December last year. However, 

it noted that India's growth rate is likely to slow as a 

result of the expected global slowdown. "Growth in 

India is projected to slow from 8.7% in FY2021-22 to 6.9% 

in FY2022-23, the latter revised 0.6 percentage point 

lower since June," the report said. 

 

Centre Clears Rs 2,600 Cr Scheme To Promote 

RuPay, BHIM-UPI :- 

The Union Cabinet, led by Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi, recently increased the allocation for promotion of 

RuPay debit cards and low-value BHIM-UPI (Unified 

Payments Interface) transactions to Rs 2,600 crore for 

FY23, with the goal of promoting digital payments 

throughout the country. The scheme was first 

announced in the FY22 Budget, with a budget of Rs 1,300 

crore. This is part of the Centre's nationwide initiative to 

promote digital payments. In December 2022, UPI set a 

record with 78.29 million digital payment transactions 

worth ₹12.82 trillion.   

 

In A First, India Among The Top Five ECM Markets 

Globally In 2022 :- 

Despite a 43 percent decrease in the amount of funds 

raised, India was among the top five markets in the world 

for equity fundraising. According to a Kotak Investment 

Banking report, funds worth $16.4 billion were 

transacted through equity capital market (ECM) activity 

in India in 2022. Historically, India has not been among 

the top ten countries in terms of ECM activity. India's 

outperformance is due to a sharp drop in ECM activity in 

major markets such as the United Kingdom, Australia, 

and Japan. 

 

India’s Forex Reserves Shrink By USD 1.268 Bn To 
USD 561.583 Bn :- 
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According to Reserve Bank data, India's forex reserves 

fell by $1.27 billion to $561.58 billion for the week ending 

January 6. Central Bank’s gold reserves increased by $ 
461 million to $ 41.78 billion, it said. The overall reserves 

had increased by $44 million to $562.85 billion in the 

previous reporting week after two consecutive weeks of 

the slide. The reserves had been declining as the central 

bank deployed the reserves to defend the rupee amid 

pressures caused by global developments.  

 

Viacom18 Bagged Women’s IPL Media Rights For 
Rs 951 Cr For Next 5 Years :-  

Viacom18 has secured the media rights to the Women's 

Indian Premier League (IPL) for the 2023-2027 cycle for a 

total of Rs 951 crore. This means that for the next five 

years, the per-match value will be close to Rs 7.09 crore. 

The BCCI will reveal the five WIPL franchises on January 

25. The announcement comes after the media rights to 

the Women Indian Premier League (WIPL) were recently 

auctioned off. Jay Shah, secretary of the Board of Control 

for Cricket in India (BCCI), confirmed the news on his 

Twitter account. 

 

India’s Exports Drop 12.2% In December, Trade 
Deficit Inches Up :- 

According to government data released on January 16, 

India's merchandise exports fell 12.2 percent to $34.48 

billion in December 2022, from $39.27 billion the 

previous year. This follows a 0.6 percent increase in 

November and a 12 percent decrease in October. 

Imports into the country fell to $58.24 billion in 

December, down from $60.33 billion the previous year. 

The merchandise trade deficit fell further in December, 

to $23.76 billion, after falling to a seven-month low of 

$23.89 billion in November.   

 

Adani Enterprises To Deploy Hydrogen-Powered 

Trucks For Mining :- 

Adani Enterprises Limited (AEL) will develop a hydrogen-

fuel cell electric truck (FCET) for mining logistics and 

transportation as part of its green hydrogen mission. The 

company recently signed a pilot project agreement with 

India's commercial vehicle major Ashok Leyland and 

Canadian Proton Exchange Membrane (PEM) fuel cell 

maker Ballard Power. This collaboration will result in 

Asia's first planned hydrogen-powered mining truck, 

making Adani Group the first in Asia and one of the first 

in the world to use hydrogen fuel cell-powered mining 

trucks. 
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Google Pilots ‘Soundpod By Google Pay’ For UPI 
Payments In India :- 

Google is actively developing a Soundbox for the Indian 

market, similar to those used by Paytm and PhonePe, 

which provides a sound alert when a digital payment is 

made. The company has branded them as 'Soundpod by 

Google Pay,' and it is currently being distributed as part 

of a pilot programme with some shopkeepers in north 

India, including Delhi. By scanning the code, users can 

make a payment using any UPI-based app. The UPI ended 

2022 on a high note, with a record 7.82 billion 

transactions in December, totaling Rs 12.82 trillion, 

another record high.  

 

Bharti Airtel To Invest Rs 2,000 Crore To Set Up 

Hyperscale Data Centre In Hyderabad :- 

Nxtra Data Centers, the data centre arm of the Bharti 

Airtel Group, will invest Rs 2,000 crore to build a large 

Hyperscale Data Center in Hyderabad. For the first phase, 

the facility will have a capacity of 60 megawatts (MW) of 

IT load. It will use cutting-edge cooling and security 

technologies. The project is expected to be completed 

within the next 5-7 years. The Bharti Airtel Group will 

invest capital in infrastructure through its data centre 

arm, which will attract additional investments from 

customers. 

 

PhonePe Raises $350 Mn From General Atlantic, 

Joins India’s Decacorn Club :- 

Unicorn payments and financial services PhonePe has 

received $350 million in funding from General Atlantic, a 

leading global growth equity firm, at a pre-money 

valuation of $12 billion, making the Walmart-owned 

start-up India's most valuable financial technology 

(fintech) player. With this round of funding, the domestic 

digital payments start-up has more than doubled, from 

$5.5 billion in 2020. It has joined the decacorn club with 

a $12 billion valuation. Despite a funding freeze, 

PhonePe was able to secure late-stage funding. 

9: International
 

 

Beth Mead Awarded BBC Sports Personality Of The 

Year 2022 Award :- 

Beth Mead has been named the BBC Sports Personality 

of the Year for 2022 after leading England to a historic 

European Championship victory that catapulted 

women's football into the spotlight. The 27-year-old beat 

out Ben Stokes and Ronnie O'Sullivan to win the prize, 

hobbling onto the stage at MediaCity in Salford to accept 
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the award after suffering a serious knee injury in 

November 2022. Following Emma Raducanu's victory in 

2021, this is the first time in half a century that the top 

prize has been won by a woman in consecutive years.  

 

CPN-Maoist Centre Chief Pushpa Kamal Dahal 

Prachanda Became New Nepal PM :- 

Pushpa Kamal Dahal "Prachanda" was recently sworn in 

for the third time as Prime Minister of Nepal, a day after 

President Bidya Devi Bhandari appointed him as the new 

premier, ending the Himalayan nation's protracted 

political uncertainty. According to Article 76 (2) of the 

Constitution, President Bhandari appointed 68-year-old 

Prachanda as the country's new prime minister after 

receiving the CPN-Maoist Centre chairman's claim to the 

seat, which was supported by 169 members of the House 

of Representatives. 

 

Sitiveni Rabuka Elected As New Prime Minister Of 

Fiji :- 

Sitiveni Rabuka has been appointed as Fiji's 12th Prime 

Minister, bringing an end to a tense political stalemate 

that gripped the small Pacific island nation in the days 

following an inconclusive election result in December 

2022. Previously, Rabuka, the leader of the People's 

Alliance Party (PAP), won the nomination after forming a 

majority coalition with two other smaller parties in the 

aftermath of a close and contentious election result. 

After successfully courting the kingmaker Social 

Democratic Liberal Party (SODELPA), he sealed the 

coalition deal to form a government. 

 

‘Bomb Cyclone’ Winter Storm Hits US With Life 
Threating Extremely Cold Climate :- 

A 'bomb cyclone' has engulfed large parts of the United 

States and Canada, resulting in dozens of deaths. Snow 

has blanketed large parts of the United States and 

Canada, causing flight and train cancellations and delays. 

As visibility has fallen to near-zero and roads have 

become unsafe with snow, a number of accidents have 

also taken place that have caused deaths. A bomb 

cyclone is a mid-latitude storm in which the central 

pressure drops fast at one millibar per hour for at least 

24 hours. 

 

First Case Of Deadly Brain-Eating Amoeba Infection 

Reported In South Korea :- 
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A man in his fifties from South Korea died after becoming 

infected with a brain-eating amoeba, a fatal infection. On 

the evening of his arrival, he began to exhibit symptoms 

such as headache, fever, vomiting, slurred speech, and 

neck stiffness. The deadly infection called Naegleria 

fowleri, commonly referred to as 'brain-eating amoeba' 

is first such case in South Korea. Naegleria fowleri is a 

type of amoeba (single-celled organism) that is 

commonly found in warm freshwater and soil. 

 

Indian Firm Bags Consultancy Contract For 

Bangladesh Port :-  

An Indian firm has been awarded a contract to provide 

consultancy for a capacity building project at Mongla 

port, Bangladesh's second largest seaport, which will 

improve sub-regional connectivity in South Asia. Mongla 

Port Authority and EGIS India Consulting Engineers Pvt 

Ltd signed the contract. While India will provide the 

majority of the funding for the project through a $4.5 

billion concessional line of credit to Bangladesh, the 

Sheikh Hasina government will provide the remainder. 

The project is expected to be finished by July 30, 2024. 

 

Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina Inaugurates First-

Ever Metro Service In Dhaka :- 

Dhaka, Bangladesh's capital and one of the world's most 

crowded cities, now has its first metro rail system. Prime 

Minister Sheikh Hasina recently inaugurated a section of 

the urban rail project known as Line 6. For the time 

being, the line connects Dhaka's northern zone to a 

central hub of government offices and hospitals. Dhaka 

residents are concerned about traffic congestion. 

According to media reports, it wastes approximately 3.2 

million working hours per day and costs the Bangladeshi 

economy billions of dollars annually. 

 

Benjamin Netanyahu Sworn In As The Prime 

Minister Of Israel For A Record 6th Time :- 

Benjamin Netanyahu was sworn in as Israel's prime 

minister for the sixth time recently. Netanyahu, 73, is 

already Israel's longest-serving Prime Minister, with the 

backing of 63 lawmakers in the 120-member 

Knesset (Israeli parliament). In the House, 54 lawmakers 

voted against his administration. He returned as prime 

minister with the formation of his sixth government, 

which includes a number of far-right allies, a prospect 

that many fear will pit the new government against large 

segments of its own population as well as its closest allies 

abroad.  
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Twitter CEO Elon Musk Becomes First Person Ever 

to Lose $200 Billion :- 

On December 31, Tesla Inc. CEO Elon Musk became the 

first person in history to have their net worth reduced by 

$200 billion. Musk has seen his wealth plummet to $137 

billion after Tesla shares tumbled in previous weeks, 

including an 11% drop on December 27, according to the 

Bloomberg Billionaires Index. On November 4, 2021, his 

fortune peaked at $340 billion, and he remained the 

world's richest person until he was surpassed by Bernard 

Arnault, the French tycoon behind luxury goods 

powerhouse LVMH.   

 

Qin Gang Appointed As China’s New And Youngest 
Foreign Minister :- 

China has named Qin Gang, its ambassador to the United 

States and a trusted aide to President Xi Jinping, as its 

new foreign minister, as the two countries seek to repair 

strained relations. The 13th National People's Congress 

(NPC) Standing Committee made this decision. Qin, 56, 

takes over for Wang Yi, who has served as foreign 

minister for the past decade. Wang, 69, was elected to 

the Chinese Communist Party's Politburo and is expected 

to play a larger role in Chinese foreign policy. 

 

China Becomes First Country In Asia To Launch 

Hydrogen Powered Train :- 

China's CRRC Corporation Ltd. recently unveiled its 

first  hydrogen urban train, as well as Asia's first 

hydrogen train. The hydrogen train has a top speed of 

160 km/h and a range of 600 km without refuelling. The 

Hydrogen train was built on the Fuxing high-speed 

platform and comes with four cars. On the other hand, 

India is rapidly developing its first indigenous hydrogen 

trains. According to various statements made by Railway 

Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw, India's first hydrogen train 

will most likely arrive in 2023.  

 

Belinda Clark Becomes First Women Cricketer To 

Have Statue Cast At Sydney Cricket Ground :-  

With a bronze statue of the trailblazing former captain 

unveiled outside Sydney Cricket Ground, Belinda Clark of 

Australia has become the first female cricketer to have a 

statue erected in her honour. Clark played 15 tests and 

over 100 limited overs matches between 1991 and 2005, 

becoming the first cricketer to score a double-hundred in 

one-day internationals with an unbeaten 229 against 
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Denmark in 1997. The statue of the 52-year-old stands 

alongside former captains Richie Benaud and Steve 

Waugh on the ground. 

 

Indian-Origin Manpreet Monica Singh Sworn In As 

1st Female Sikh Judge Of USA :- 

Manpreet Monica Singh of Indian origin recently became 

the United States' first female Sikh judge. In Texas, she 

was sworn in as a judge of the Harris County Civil Court 

at Law No. 4. Monica Singh grew up in Houston and now 

lives in Bellaire with her husband and two children. She 

has been a trial lawyer for over two decades and is still 

active in numerous civil rights organisations at the local, 

state, and national levels. The ceremony was presided 

over by Indian-American Judge Ravi Sandill, the state's 

first South Asian judge, in a packed courtroom. 

 

The Earth’s Ozone Layer Is Slowly Recovering, Finds 

UN Report :- 

According to a United Nations-backed panel of experts, 

the Earth's protective ozone layer is expected to recover 

within four decades. The conclusion, which is published 

every four years, is consistent with the Montreal 

Protocol of 1987, which prohibited the production and 

consumption of substances that deplete the earth's 

ozone layer. The ozone layer is critical because it protects 

the Earth from the Sun's harmful ultraviolet radiation, 

which has been linked to skin cancer, eye cataracts, 

weakened immune systems, and even crop damage.  

 

NASA Named Indian-American Space Expert AC 

Charania As Chief Technologist :- 

AC Charania, an Indian-American aerospace industry 

expert, has been named NASA's new chief technologist, 

reporting to Administrator Bill Nelson on technology 

policy and programmes at the space agency's 

headquarters. According to NASA, in his new role, AC 

Charania will align NASA's agencywide technology 

investments with mission needs across six mission 

directorates, as well as oversee technology collaboration 

with other federal agencies, the private sector, and 

external stakeholders. 
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India Announced The Donation 12,500 Doses Of 

Pentavalent Vaccines To Cuba :-  

India has pledged to donate 12,500 doses of pentavalent 

vaccine to Cuba. The decision was made during a visit to 

Cuba by Union Minister of State for External Affairs 

Meenakashi Lekhi. During her visit, Meenakashi Lekhi 

held a meeting with Cuba's President Miguel Diaz-Canel 

and discussed matters of bilateral importance and 

political and economic cooperation. Pentavalent vaccine 

provides protection to a child from 5 life-threatening 

diseases - Diphtheria, Pertussis, Tetanus, Hepatitis B and 

Hib. 

 

NASA’s Geotail Mission Operations Sign Off After 
30 Years :- 

After 30 years in orbit, the NASA-JAXA (Japanese 

Aerospace Exploration Agency) Geotail spacecraft, which 

was involved in studying Earth's magnetosphere, the 

planet's protective magnetic bubble, has finally come to 

an end. NASA announced on January 18 that the mission 

for this operation Geotail had ended due to the failure of 

the spacecraft's remaining data recorder. Despite the 

fact that the spacecraft survived more than six times 

longer than expected. The Geotail mission was launched 

from Cape Canaveral on July 24, 1992. 

 

UN General Assembly Adopts Indian Co-Sponsored 

Resolution On ‘Education For Democracy’ :- 

The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) passes the 

'Education for Democracy' resolution, which India 

supported. The resolution was adopted unanimously and 

without a vote by the Assembly on January 18. The 

resolution strongly encouraged Member States and 

other stakeholders to incorporate education for 

democracy into their education standards, according to 

a statement issued by the United Nations General 

Assembly (UNGA). Furthermore, the resolution 

emphasised that states should collaborate with relevant 

stakeholders to close digital divides.  

 

India-Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline To Begin 

Supplying Diesel :- 
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According to State Minister for Power Nasrul Hamid, the 

India-Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline (IBFPL) will begin 

supplying diesel to Bangladesh on an experimental basis 

in June of this year. In response to a written question in 

Dhaka's national parliament, Jatiya Sangsad, Nasrul 

Hamid stated that a 131.5-kilometer-long pipeline has 

been built to import diesel from India. The international 

pipeline will carry diesel from the Siliguri based 

marketing terminal of the Numaligarh Refinery Limited 

to Parbatipur depot of Bangladesh Petroleum 

Corporation (BPC). 

 

Vietnam President Nguyen Xuan Phuc Announces 

Resignation :-  

In Vietnam, President Nguyen Xuan Phuc has resigned 

amid an ongoing anti-corruption campaign. In Vietnam, 

the anti-corruption campaign has resulted in the 

dismissal of several ministers. Previously, two deputy 

prime ministers who served under President Phuc 

resigned. Former Prime Minister Phuc has been 

president since 2021. The 69-year-old served as 

Vietnam's prime minister from 2016 until April 2021, 

when he was elected president. In the country, two 

former deputy prime ministers, two ministers, and other 

officials are facing criminal charges. 

 

Nepalese Dr Sanduk Ruit Wins Bahrain’s ISA Award 
For Service To Humanity :- 

Dr. Sanduk Ruit, co-founder of the Himalayan Cataract 

Project, has received the ISA Award for Service to 

Humanity, Bahrain's highest civilian honour. The award 

includes a cash prize of one million dollars, a certificate 

of merit, and a gold medal. Dr. Ruit is a trailblazer in 

providing high-quality microsurgical procedures in 

remote eye camps. He made modern eye care affordable 

and accessible to Asian, African, and Latin American 

countries. He is known as the "God of Sight" because he 

saved the sight of 1,20,000 people who would have gone 

blind if he had not received treatment. 

 

115-Years-Old Branyas Morera Becomes The 

World’s Oldest Living Person :- 

Following the death of 118-year-old Lucile Randon from 

France, Mara Branyas Morera (USA/Spain) is now 

confirmed to be the world's oldest woman and oldest 

person living, according to Guinness World Records. 

Morera, who was born in San Francisco, California on 

March 4, 1907, returned to Spain and settled in 

Catalonia. Morera, who survived both World Wars, the 

Spanish Civil War, and the Spanish Flu pandemic, fought 

off Covid-19 just weeks after her 113th birthday in 2020. 

According to the report, she recovered completely within 

a few days. 
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India Extended USD 40 Million For Bolstering 

Sports Infrastructure In Maldives :- 

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar announced that 

India has extended a USD 40 million Line of Credit to the 

Maldives for the development of sporting infrastructure, 

as part of New Delhi's efforts to bring Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi's flagship projects such as "Fit India" and 

"Khelo India" under the Neighbourhood First Policy. “For 
me today, this is a way of taking Fit India and Khelo India 

into our Neighbourhood First Policy and we certainly 

would like to see a much more socially active, physically 

active South Asia,” he said. 

 

Netflix Co-CEO Reed Hastings Resigns From His 

Post :- 

Netflix co-founder Reed Hastings has stepped down as 

CEO, and a new CEO has been appointed. Ted  was 

named the new CEO of Netflix, according to Hastings' 

blog. However, Hastings will not be leaving Netflix 

entirely; he will continue to serve as the company's 

chairman. Netflix's first six months of 2022 were 

financially disastrous. To increase revenue, the company 

devised a number of strategies. According to Reuters, 

Netflix's revenue increased by only 1.7 percent to $7.84 

billion in the October-December quarter. 

10: Miscellaneous
 

 

Garuda Aerospace Receives Type Certification And 

RTPO Approvals From DGCA :- 

According to the manufacturer, Garuda Aerospace, an 

Indian drone manufacturer, has received Type 

Certification and RTPO approvals from the Directorate 

General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) for their Kisan Drones. 

The DGCA Type certification is provided based on the 

quality of the drones and is issued following a rigorous 

testing process for the UAVs. The Type certification was 

introduced by the government of India under Drone 

Rules in August 2021, and the dual DGCA approval 

validates Garuda's status as India's Drone start-up.  
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Puma India Ropes In Anushka Sharma As Brand 

Ambassador :- 

Puma India announced the appointment of Anushka 

Sharma as its new brand ambassador. It went on to say 

that this latest collaboration is part of the company's 

ongoing commitment to the women consumer segment 

in India. The actor will promote the brand's footwear, 

apparel, and accessories, as well as select collections, 

through a variety of activities and brand campaigns 

throughout the year, according to the sports brand. Her 

cricketer husband Virat Kohli is among the brand 

ambassadors for the sports brand. 

 

South African Cricketer Farhaan Behardien 

Announces Retirement :-  

Farhaan Behardien, a South African Test match specialist, 

recently announced his retirement from professional 

cricket. The 39-year-old, who played 59 ODIs and 38 

T20Is and captained South Africa in a three-match T20 

series against Sri Lanka in 2017, announced his 

retirement on social media. Behardien made his first-

class debut in 2004 and went on to score over 7,000 runs 

in 125 games, including an unbeaten 150. He was a 

member of South Africa's T20 World Cup teams in 2012, 

2014, and 2016, as well as the ODI World Cup team in 

2015. 

 

Star Named After Former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee 

:- 

The Aurangabad unit of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 

named a star after 'Bharat Ratna' recipient former Prime 

Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee on his birth anniversary, 

which was observed as 'Good Governance Day' across 

the country. The distance of the star from Earth is 392.01 

light years. It is the closest star to the Sun. Vajpayee 

served as the Prime Minister from May 16, 1996 to June 

1, 1996 and again from March 19, 1998 to May 22, 2004. 

The star gets the name Atal Bihari Vajpayee ji. 

 

BCCI Announced Yo-Yo Test And Dexa To Be A Part 

Of India Selection Criteria :- 

The BCCI has decided to place a greater emphasis on 

player fitness ahead of the upcoming 2023 ODI World 

Cup, and has reintroduced the Yo-Yo test as one of the 

selection criteria for the Indian national team. Aside from 

the Yo-Yo test, the Dexa (bone scan test) has been added 

to the selection criteria. The decision was made by the 

BCCI at a high-profile review meeting in Mumbai. The 
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meeting, which had been postponed since India's semi-

final exit from the T20 World Cup in November, finally 

took place, with BCCI president Roger Binny and 

honorary secretary Jay Shah in attendance. 

 

Election Commission Appointed Maithili Thakur As 

Bihar’s State Icon :- 

The Election Commission has named folk singer Maithili 

Thakur as Bihar's state icon. Thakur, who studied Indian 

classical and folk music, was recently awarded the 

Sangeet Natak Akademi's Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva 

Puraskar for her contribution to Bihar folk music in 2021. 

Maithili, who was born in Bihar's Madhubani district, and 

her two brothers were taught folk, Hindustani classical 

music, harmonium, and tabla by their grandfather and 

father. She has performed traditional Bihar folk songs in 

Maithili, Bhojpuri, and Hindi. 

 

Varanasi Cantt Railway Station Achieves 5-Star 

Rating :- 

The Varanasi Cantt Railway Station of Indian Railways has 

received a 5-star 'Eat Right Station' certification for 

providing high-quality, nutritious food to passengers. 

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 

awards this certification to railway stations that adhere 

to standard food storage and hygiene practises and set 

benchmarks in providing safe and wholesome food to 

passengers. Following the completion of an FSSAI-

approved third-party audit with ratings ranging from 1 to 

5, the station is awarded a certificate.    

 

ICICI Prudential Life Insurance Signs Suryakumar 

Yadav For A New Campaign :- 

"360° Financial Protection with ICICI Prudential Life 

Insurance" is a new digital-first campaign launched by 

ICICI Prudential Life Insurance. According to the press 

release, the campaign's central message is that ICICI 

Prudential Life Insurance offers a comprehensive suite of 

protection products that provide all-round life cover that 

offers 360 degree financial protection in any critical 

situation, as well as trust, dependability, and 

consistency. In addition, the company has announced a 

partnership with Indian cricketer Suryakumar Yadav for 

its new digital-first campaign.  

 

Indian Tennis Star Sania Mirza Announced Her 

Retirement :- 
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Sania Mirza has announced her retirement from 

competitive tennis. The former World No. 1 doubles 

player has announced she will retire at the WTA 1000 

event in Dubai in February. Mirza discussed her 

retirement with the Women's Tennis Association (WTA) 

website. The 36-year-old is playing in women’s doubles 

at the Australian Open alongside Kazakhstan’s Anna 
Danilina. This is her final appearance at a Grand Slam 

event after she missed the US Open last year due to an 

elbow injury.  

 

120-Feet-Tall Polo Statue Inaugurated By Amit 

Shah In Manipur :-  

A 120-foot-tall statue of a polo player riding a pony was 

recently unveiled at the Marjing Polo Complex in 

Manipur's Imphal East district by Union Home Minister 

Amit Shah. Manipur is regarded as the game's birthplace. 

Chief Minister N. Biren Singh presented Mr. Shah with a 

polo mallet and a painting of the game. He then 

proceeded to Moirang in Bishnupur district, where he 

hoisted the national flag and addressed the public, as 

well as inaugurating and laying the foundation stone for 

projects worth Rs. 1,300 crore. 

 

Gareth Bale Announces Retirement From 

Professional Football :- 

Gareth Bale, 33, has announced his retirement from 

professional football. Bale made the surprise 

announcement via his social media channels. It 

concludes a career in which Bale excelled for 

Southampton, Tottenham Hotspur, Real Madrid, and 

LAFC, while also establishing himself as one of the 

greatest players in Welsh football history. Bale's final 

performance in football was for Wales in the 2022 World 

Cup, where he earned the final of his 111 caps in a 3-0 

loss to England. 

 

South Africa Cricketer Dwaine Pretorius 

Announces International Retirement :- 

Dwaine Pretorius, a South African all-rounder, has 

announced his retirement from international cricket with 

immediate effect. The 33-year-old, who made his 

international debut in 2016, has played in 30 T20 

Internationals (T20I), 27 One-Day Internationals (ODI), 

and three Tests for South Africa. He has also featured in 

two World Cups. Pretorius impressed in the T20I arena 

and holds the record for the best figures by a South 

African bowler in T20Is with his 5-17 against Pakistan in 

2021.  
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Arjun Ram Meghwal Handed Over 9th To 10th 

Century Nataraja Idol To Officials In Chittorgarh 

Fort :- 

Arjun Ram Meghwal, Union Minister of State for Culture, 

handed over the 9th to 10th century Nataraja idol to an 

Archaeological Department official in Chittorgarh Fort in 

Rajasthan. He stated that only 13 ancient idols could be 

brought to India until 2013, but that since 2014, the 

Narendra Modi government has brought 229 idols to 

India. The idol was stolen from the Shiva temple in 

Badoli, Chittorgarh, in 1998. After a lengthy legal 

process, the idol was brought to India in 2020 from a 

private museum in London. 

 

Indian Ocean naval exercise "TROPEX 2023" by the 

Indian Navy :- 

The 2023 edition of Indian Navy’s major maritime 
exercise Theatre Level Operational Readiness Exercise 

(TROPEX), is currently underway in the Indian Ocean 

Region. This operational level exercise is conducted 

biennially and witnesses participation not only by all 

Indian Navy units but also of Indian Army, Indian Air 

Force and Coast Guard assets. The first exercise of 

maritime surveillance was held in January 2019. It is also 

called the biggest war game of the Indian Navy. 

 

J&K Becomes First Indian UT To Completely Shift To 

E-Governance Mode :- 

Jammu and Kashmir has become India's first union 

territory (UT) to completely shift to a digital mode of 

administration, leading the digital transformation in 

governance. All governance and administrative services 

in the state are now 'only' available digitally, according to 

an order issued by UT chief secretary Dr Arun Kumar 

Mehta. Mehta also directed all the secretaries to ensure 

hassle-free online delivery of services and asked them to 

run campaigns in educational institutions and at the 

panchayat level to create public awareness. 

11: National
 

 

CCEA Increases The Minimum Support Prices For 

Copra For 2023 Season :- 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by 

PM Narendra Modi, has approved copra MSPs for the 

2023 season. The approval is based on the Commission 

for Agricultural Costs and Prices' recommendations and 

the views of major coconut-growing states. For the 2023 

season, the MSP for Fair Average Quality milling copra is 
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Rs. 10860/- per quintal and Rs. 11750/- per quintal for 

ball copra. This represents a Rs. 270/- per quintal 

increase for milling copra and a Rs. 750/- per quintal 

increase for ball copra over the previous season. 

 

Rajya Sabha’s Productivity During The Winter 
Session Recorded At 102% :-  

The winter session's productivity was recorded at 102%. 

According to Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar, 

the functional time in 13 sittings was 64 hours and 50 

minutes, compared to the total scheduled time of 63 

hours and 26 minutes, with a productivity of 102%. 82 

starred questions were answered in 13 sittings, and 

1,920 unstarred questions were tabled. After 28 hours of 

debate and participation by 160 members, nine bills 

were passed/returned during the session. 

 

Maharashtra Became The First State In The 

Country To Pass The Lokayukta Bill :- 

The Lokayukta Bill 2022 was recently passed by the 

Maharashtra Assembly. Devendra Fadnavis, deputy Chief 

Minister of Maharashtra, stated that Maharashtra will be 

the first state in India to introduce and pass the 

Lokayukta bill. Interestingly, the bill was passed without 

any debate or bsence of Opposition. According to the 

draft bill, prior Assembly approval is required, and the 

motion must be brought before the House in its current 

session before any inquiry against the Chief Minister can 

begin. 

 

India’s first underwater metro to become 
operation by December 2023 :- 

The East-West Metro Corridor project, India's first 

underwater metro service, is expected to be completed 

by December 2023, according to the Kolkata Metro Rail 

Corporation (KMRC). Shailesh Kumar, General Manager 

Civil KMRC said, “The ongoing underwater tunnel project 

is likely to be completed by December 2023. Some 

rehabilitation works are in process and other issues are 

delaying the completion of the underwater metro 

project."  With this, Kolkata Metro, the country's first 

metro railway, gains another feather in its cap. 
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PM Modi Inaugurated Dr. Syama Prasad 

Mookerjee National Institute Of Water And 

Sanitation :- 

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee National Institute of Water 

and Sanitation (SPM-NIWAS) was inaugurated by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi at Joka, Diamond Harbour Road, 

Kolkata, West Bengal. SPM-NIWAS was established with 

a budget of Rs 100 crore. The Department of Drinking 

Water and Sanitation (DDWS)  aims to bridge the 

knowledge and capacity building gap in the field of public 

health engineering, sanitation, and hygiene through 

short, medium, and long-term courses through this apex 

institute on Water and Sanitation. 

 

Election Commission Launches ‘Mission-929’ To 
Take Voter Turnout In Tripura To Over 90% :- 

According to an official, the Election Commission (EC) is 

focusing on 929 polling booths across Tripura, with a 

target of 92% voter turnout in the upcoming assembly 

elections.  "To turnaround the relatively low voting 

percentage in these booths, the EC has launched 

'Mission-929'. Apart from an awareness campaign, poll 

officials will visit senior citizens and persons with 

disability, and appeal them to cast their votes," according 

to the official. According to the official, the EC is also 

working on 'Mission Zero Poll Violence' to ensure 

peaceful assembly elections. 

 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh Inaugurates Siyom 

Bridge In Arunachal Pradesh :- 

The Siyom bridge in Arunachal Pradesh, along with 27 

other infrastructure projects completed by the Border 

Roads Organisation, was inaugurated by Defence 

Minister Rajnath Singh. These projects, built at a cost of 

724 crore rupees, will significantly improve India's border 

infrastructure. The Siyom bridge on the Along-Yinkiong 

Road will allow for faster induction of troops, heavy 

equipment such as howitzers, and mechanised vehicles 

to forward areas along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in 

the Upper Siang district, Tuting, and Yinkiong regions. 

 

Govt Seeks To Ban Social Media Sites’ Promotion 
Of Online Betting :- 

According to a draft rules for online gaming, the Ministry 

of Electronics and IT (MeitY) recently proposed a ban on 

advertisements for online betting sites on social media 
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platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube. 

Before hosting advertisements, social media platforms 

must obtain confirmation from a proposed self-

regulatory body that an online gaming company has 

been registered with it, according to the draft rules. 

Social media platforms must also show that an online 

game has been registered with a self-regulatory body. 

 

50 Electric Buses Launched In Delhi Under FAME 

India Phase II Scheme :-  

According to the government, 50 electric buses were 

launched in Delhi with assistance from the Ministry of 

Heavy Industries' FAME India Phase II scheme. The 

government approved Rs 10,000 crore for a three-year 

period in 2019. Approximately 86 percent of total 

budgetary support has been allocated for incentives to 

create demand for electric vehicles. Mahendra Nath 

Pandey, Union Minister for Heavy Industries, stated that 

the government has placed orders for 3,538 electric 

buses. So far, 1,716 buses have been deployed from this 

pool. 

 

PM Modi Launched World’s Longest River Cruise 
“Ganga Vilas” :- 

On January 13, 2023, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

launched the world's longest river cruise, the MV Ganga 

Vilas, in Varanasi. The cruise will travel over 3,200 

kilometres through 27 river systems in five Indian and 

Bangladeshi states. The MV Ganga Vilas cruise is a first-

of-its-kind cruise service, supported by tthe Inland 

Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) under Ministry of 

Shipping, Ports and Waterways (M oPSW). The success of 

this service will most likely inspire entrepreneurs to 

explore river cruises in other parts of the country. 

 

Cabinet Approves Rs 19,744 Cr For National Green 

Hydrogen Mission :- 

The Centre recently approved the Rs 19,744 crore 

National Green Hydrogen Mission, which aims to make 

India a global hub for the production, use, and export of 

Green Hydrogen and its derivatives - the cleanest form of 

energy that the world hopes will meet global demand 

while also meeting climate action goals. Green hydrogen 

is the process of splitting water molecules into hydrogen 

and oxygen using renewable electricity and then using 

the same hydrogen as a source of energy in 

transportation, industry, power, chemicals, and other 

sectors. 
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India Identifies Two Lithium And One Copper Mine 

In Argentina For A Possible Acquisition :- 

In Argentina, India has identified two lithium mines and 

one copper mine for possible acquisition or long-term 

lease. Commercial evaluation of the mines has begun, 

and a report is expected by the end of February. In 

November of last year, the Centre dispatched a team of 

three geologists to the Latin American country "to assess 

potential lithium deposits" and potential acquisition 

opportunities. The team comprised of one geologist each 

from the Mineral Exploration Corporation Ltd (MECL), 

KABIL (Khanij Bidesh India Ltd) and the Geological Survey 

of India (GSI). 

 

India Deploys Its “Largest Single Unit Of UN 
Women Peacekeepers” :- 

As part of the Indian Battalion in the United Nations 

Interim Security Force, Abyei (UNISFA), India deploys a 

women-only platoon of peacekeepers to the UN Mission 

in Abyei on the border of Sudan and South Sudan . The 

Indian contingent, which includes two officers and 25 

other ranks, will work as a platoon in an engagement and 

will specialise in community outreach in addition to 

performing a variety of security-related duties. India is 

one of the most significant troop contributors to UN 

peacekeeping. 

 

Indo-Russian Joint Venture Embarked 

Manufacturing AK-203 Assault Rifles In U.P. :- 

An Indo-Russian joint venture has recently begun 

manufacturing Kalashnikov AK-203 assault rifles in 

Amethi, Uttar Pradesh, providing greater firepower to 

the Indian armed forces. Indo-Russian Rifles Private 

Limited intends to manufacture AK-203 rifles in India 

entirely in-house. Rostec State Corporation said in a 

statement that the company may increase output and 

upgrade its production facilities in the future to produce 

advanced rifles based on the Kalashnikov assault rifle 

platform. 

 

Ministry Of Environment Included Neelakurinji On 

The List Of Protected Plants :- 
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The Ministry of Environment, Forests, and Climate 

Change (MoEF) has included Neelakurinji (Strobilanthes 

kunthiana) on the list of protected plants by including it 

in Schedule III of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 

Those who uproot or destroy the plant face a 25,000 fine 

and three years in prison. According to the order, 

cultivation and possession of Neelakurinji are prohibited. 

Forest officials stated that Neelakurinji was added to the 

list after the Centre expanded the previous protected list 

of six plant species to 19. 

 

Bharat Ratna and Padma Awards:- 

President gives highest civilian awards in India like Bharat 

Ratna , Padma Awards every year on Republic Day to 

people or communities for their extraordinary work in 

society as a token of appreciation. For the year 2023, the 

President has approved conferment of 106 Padma 

Awards including 3 duo cases (in a duo case, the Award 

is counted as one) as per list below. The list comprises 6 

Padma Vibhushan, 9 Padma Bhushan and 91 Padma Shri 

Awards. 19 of the awardees are women and the list also 

includes 2 persons from the category of Foreigners/Non 

Resident India (NRI)/Person of Indian Origin (PIO) 

/Overseas Citizen Of India (OCI) and 7 Posthumous 

awardees. 

 

11 crore tap water connections are made through 

the Jal Jeevan Mission. :- 

The Jal Jeevan Mission recently received praise from 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi for connecting 11 crore 

people to tap water. The PM made the mission public in 

2019. The mission's primary goal is to connect every 

Indian household to the public water system. And 2024 

is the deadline for achieving the goal. GoI allotted Rs 3.5 

trillion for this mission. It is being carried out by the Jal 

Shakti Ministry. The Central and State governments are 

sharing the funds for the project. The ratio of their fund 

sharing is 50:50. In the northeastern states, it is 90:10. 

The North East state share 10% of the funds. 

 

Republic Day Speech on the 74th anniversary in 

English :- 
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The 74th Republic Day has been observed in India this 

year. Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, the president of Egypt, will be 

the parade's principal guest on January 26. He remarked 

upon his arrival in India on Wednesday that it was a 

"great thrill" to be a guest of honour and take part in 

India's lovely national day. Every year, an amazing 

military and cultural display that highlights India's 

military supremacy takes place at the parade on Kartavya 

Path (now known as Rajpath). On Republic Day in 2023, 

the Camel Contingent of the Border Security Force (BSF) 

will march for the first time with female riders. 

 

India invites Pakistan and China to SCO Meeting :- 

The Shanghai Cooperation Meet is to be held in August 

2023 under India’s chairmanship. 2023 is India’s year as 
the country is hosting two major international meets the 

SCO and the G-20. The Global South looks up to these 

meetings. SCO members rotate the chairmanship 

amongst themselves. And in 2023, the rotating chair has 

come to India. As a responsible chairperson, India has 

invited Pakistan and China as they are also members of 

SCO along with Russia, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, 

Uzbekistan, and Kyrgyzstan. 

 

ASI Patna Circle Discovered Two 1200-Year-Old 

Miniature Stupas At Nalanda :- 

During landscaping work near the Sarai Tila mound 

within the grounds of "Nalanda Mahavihara," a world 

heritage site in the state's Nalanda district, the Patna 

circle of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) 

discovered two miniature votive stupas dating back 1200 

years. The stupas, which are made of stone, depict 

Buddha figures. The archaeological remains of a 

monastery and academic institution that existed 

between the third and thirteenth centuries CE are 

housed at the Nalanda Mahavihara site. 

 

Wayanad Becomes First District In Country To 

Provide Basic Documents To All Tribal :-  

Wayanad becomes the first district in the country to 

provide all tribespeople with basic documents and 

services such as Aadhaar cards, ration cards, birth/death 

certificates, election ID cards, bank accounts, and health 

insurance. "An empowered tribal community is the 

cornerstone of a strong India," Congress leader Rahul 

Gandhi, who represents Wayanad in Lok Sabha, wrote on 

Twitter. "Proud that Wayanad is India's 1st district to 

provide & digitise basic documents for all Tribals," he 

said. 
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Govt To Combine CGHS With Ayushman Bharat :- 

The National Health Authority (NHA) is integrating the 

Central Government Health Scheme (CGHS) with the 

Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM). This aims to 

create digital health identification for CGHS beneficiaries 

and store their digital health records, ensuring that the 

needy receive prompt treatment. Around 100 million 

health records have been linked to ABDM so far. The 

Ayushman Bharat Health Account (ABHA) is a 14-digit 

number that enables citizens to digitally access and 

manage their medical records. 

12: Obituaries
 

 

Veteran Telugu actor Chalapathi Rao passes away 

at 78 :- 

Chalapathi Rao, a veteran actor, died at his home in 

Hyderabad. He was 78. According to industry sources, he 

appeared in over 600 films as various characters. 

Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao 

expressed condolences on Chalapathi Rao's death. Rao 

appeared as a supporting actor and villain in films 

directed by N T Rama Rao, Krishna, Akkineni Nagarjuna, 

Chiranjeevi, and Venkatesh. He is well-known for his 

films such as Yamagola, Yugapurushudu, Justice 

Chaudhary, Bobbili Puli, Ninne Pelladata, and Allari. 

 

England 1966 World Cup Winner George Cohen 

Passes Away :-  

George Cohen, one of England's last three surviving 

World Cup final team members, has died at the age of 

83. Cohen was diagnosed with bowel cancer in 1976 and 

battled it for 14 years. He became a campaigner and 

fundraiser for research into the disease that killed his 

1966 teammate and captain Bobby Moore, as well as 

dementia, which affected several England players in their 

later years. Cohen stated in 2017 that he would donate 

his brain for scientific research after his death.  
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Former Pope Benedict XVI dies at 95 :- 

Former Pope Benedict XVI died at the age of 95, nearly a 

decade after stepping down due to ill health. In 2013 he 

led the Catholic Church for less than eight years before 

becoming the first Pope to resign since Gregory XII in 

1415. Benedict died at the Mater Ecclesiae monastery 

within the Vatican walls, where he spent his final years. 

British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak called the former pope 

"a great theologian whose UK visit in 2010 was an historic 

moment for both Catholics and non-Catholics 

throughout our country". 

 

Veteran producer Nitin Manmohan passes away 

after suffering from a massive heart attack:- 

Nitin Manmohan, a producer, died in a hospital in 

Mumbai. Nitin Manmohan is the son of late actor 

Manmohan, who appeared in movies like Brahmachari, 

Gumnaam, and Naya Zamana. The late filmmaker was a 

well-known producer, director and writer. He had 

started his film career in 1986 with the Zeenat Aman-

starrer Baat Ban Jaaye. He later produced films, including 

Bol Radha Bol, Laadla, Baaghi, Army, Shool, Love Ke Liye 

Kuch Bhi Karega, Deewangee, Dus, Yamla Pagla Deewana 

and Ready.  

 

Former Tata Sons director RK Krishnakumar passes 

away in Mumbai :- 

R K Krishna Kumar, a Tata Trusts trustee and Ratan Tata 

confidant, passed away. He was 84. He had been with the 

Tata Group for nearly 60 years, having joined the group's 

investment company Tata Industries after graduating 

from Presidency College in Chennai in 1963. He later 

worked for various Tata companies, including Tata 

Consumer, Indian Hotels (which operates the Taj chain), 

and Tata Sons. The turning point in his career came in 

1982, when he joined the senior management team at 

Tata Consumer and began to interact directly with Ratan 

Tata.  

 

Malayalam lyricist Beeyar Prasad passes away :- 

Beeyar Prasad, a Malayalam lyricist and poet, died on 

January 4,. He was 62. A multi-talented, Beeyar Prasad 

ventured in to the Malayalam movie industry in 2003 

through Priyadarshan's directorial 'Kilichundan 

Mambazham'. Beeyar Prasad has written lyrics for 

numerous songs in over 60 films during his ten-year 

career. Beeyar Prasad was born in Mankompu, 

Alappuzha, in 1961. He also wrote the script for a 
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children's film called 'Johny' in 1993. The film was named 

Best Children's Film by the Kerala State Film Academy. 

 

Noted Rabindra Sangeet exponent Sumitra Sen 

passes away at 89 :-  

Sumitra Sen, a renowned Rabindra Sangeet exponent, 

died at her Kolkata home, according to family members. 

Sen, 89, was admitted to the hospital on December 21 

with bronchopneumonia. "I am deeply saddened by the 

sudden demise of Sumitra Sen, who had enthralled the 

audience for decades. I had a close relationship with her 

for a long time. The West Bengal government had 

awarded her 'Sangeet Mahasamman' in 2012. Her 

passing away is an irreparable loss to the music world” 
said West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee. 

 

Malayalam art director Sunil Babu passes away at 

50 :-  

Sunil Babu, a well-known art director, died of a cardiac 

arrest, according to family sources. He was 50. Babu has 

worked on numerous hit films in Malayalam, Tamil, 

Hindi, and Telugu. Babu, who is from Pathanamthitta in 

Kerala, is well-known for his work on films such as 

Ananthabhadram, Bangalore Days, Kayamkulam 

Kochunni, Pazhassiraja, Urumi, and Notebook. Babu has 

also worked as an art director in Bollywood films and is 

involved with the upcoming Tamil film Varisu, starring 

Vijay.  

 

Socialist leader, ex-Union minister, 7-time MP 

Sharad Yadav passes away at 75 :- 

Sharad Yadav, a veteran socialist and former Union 

minister, died on January 12 at the age of 75. Yadav, a 

trained engineer, was drawn to Ram Manohar Lohia's 

socialism and entered politics in 1974. He was a key 

figure in the formation of the Janata Dal in the 1980s, 

which defeated the Congress in the 1989 Lok Sabha 

elections, and was one of the key players who persuaded 

then-Prime Minister V P Singh to implement the Mandal 

Commission report. From 1999 to 2004, he was in charge 

of the civil aviation and food portfolios in the Atal Bihari 

Vajpayee government. 

 

Former Bengal governor Keshari Nath Tripathi 

passes away :- 

Keshari Nath Tripathi, former Governor of West Bengal 

and three-time Uttar Pradesh Assembly Speaker, died 
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recently in Prayagraj after a long illness. He was 88. In 

addition to West Bengal, Tripathi served as Governor of 

Bihar, Meghalaya, and Mizoram. Tripathi, who was born 

on November 10, 1934 in Allahabad, was also a senior 

advocate at the Allahabad High Court. Tripathi was 

elected to the Prayagraj district assembly from the Jhunsi 

assembly constituency for the first time in 1977. 

 

Father of laparoscopic surgery passes away in 

Mumbai :-  

The father of laparoscopic surgery in India, Dr. Tehemton 

E. Udwadia, recently passed away after a protracted 

illness. He was 88. Prime minister Narendra Modi 

tweeted, 'Dr Tehemton Udwadia leaves behind an 

indelible mark in the field of medicine. He is widely 

respected for his innovative zeal and desire to remain 

ahead of the times when it comes to treatment methods. 

Pained by his demise. Condolences to his family and 

admirers. RIP.' The doctor was awarded the Padma 

Bhushan, the country's third highest civilian award, in 

2017. 

 

Apollo 7’S Last Surviving Astronaut, Walter 
Cunningham Passes Away :- 

Walter Cunningham, a former astronaut who was a 

member of NASA's first Apollo Program, died recently in 

Houston. Cunnigham was 90 years old. Cunningham was 

born in Creston, Iowa on March 16, 1932. He graduated 

from Venice High School in Venice, California. He 

received a Bachelor of Arts degree with honours in 

Physics in 1960 and a Masters of Arts degree with 

distinction in Physics from the University of California in 

1961. In 1974, he received his doctorate in Physics from 

Harvard Graduate School of Business. 

 

British Linguist Ronald E Asher, Specialised In 

Dravidian Languages, Passes Away :- 

Ronald E. Asher, a renowned linguist and world 

ambassador for Tamil and Malayalam, died in Edinburgh, 

Scotland, at the age of 96. Prof. Asher began his 

relationship with India in 1953, when he arrived in 

Changam, Tamil Nadu, as an assistant lecturer in 

linguistics from the School of Oriental and African Studies 

at the University of London. In 1963, he switched to 

Malayalam. Prof. Asher translated several Malayalam 

and Tamil books into English. He also published 

numerous literary reviews on Malayalam and Tamil 

literature. 



VASHISHTH ACADEMY www.vashishthacademy.com 

 

2ND FLOOR, OPPOSITE GOVT. COLLEGE FOR BOYS COLLEGE ROAD. LDH. / 36 PUDA MARKET. FIELD GANJ NEAR CIVIL HOSPITAL LDH 

 

60 

 

Leading Scientist A.D. Damodaran Passes Away :- 

AD Damodaran, a renowned scientist and former 

director of the CSIR-National Institute for 

Interdisciplinary Science and Technology (NIIST), died at 

the age of 87 in Thiruvananthapuram. He also chaired 

the Kerala State Council for Science, Technology, and 

Environment. He worked at the Nuclear Fuels Complex in 

Hyderabad and was a visiting scientist at the Vikram 

Sarabhai Space Centre in Thiruvananthapuram as well as 

the Indian Institute of Metals. Damodaran became 

director of CSIR-NIIST in May 1985 and remained in that 

position for 12 years.   

 

Odisha Health Minister Naba Kisore Das shot dead 

by police officer:- 

Naba Kisore Das, a senior BJD leader and Odisha's Health 

and Family Welfare Minister, died in hospital on 29 

January, hours after being shot at point-blank range by a 

police officer in Brajrajnagar, Jharsuguda district. 

According to Deepak Kumar, Inspector General, North 

Range, the accused fired two rounds at the minister 

while also firing two rounds at the police officers who 

attempted to overpower him. Another person was hurt 

in the accident and was taken to a hospital in Jharsuguda. 

13: Ranks & Reports
 

 

British Magazine’s List Of 50 Greatest Actors Of All 
Time Named Shah Rukh Khan :- 

Bollywood superstar Shah Rukh Khan has become the 

only Indian to be named to a prestigious British 

magazine's list of the 50 greatest actors of all time. The 

57-year-old actor is included in the list, which also 

includes Denzel Washington, Tom Hanks, Anthony 

Marlon Brando, Meryl Streep, Jack Nicholson, and many 

others. In the accompanying short profile, the magazine 

said Khan has a career that has now spanned four 

decades of "near unbroken hits, and a fanbase of pretty 

much billions". 

 

YouTube Creators Ecosystem Contributes Over Rs 

10,000 Cr To India’s GDP In 2021 :- 

According to a report, the ecosystem of online video 

platform YouTube has contributed over Rs 10,000 crore 
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to India's GDP and supported more than 7.5 lakh full-

time equivalent jobs in the country. According to the 

YouTube Impact Report, based on Oxford Economics 

analysis, over 4,500 channels in India had over 10 lakh 

subscribers, and the number of YouTube channels in 

India making Rs 1 lakh or more in annual revenue 

increased by more than 60% year on year in 2021. 

 

IMF Decreases FY23 India’s GDP Growth Forecast 
To 6.8% :- 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) expects India's 

real GDP growth to slow to 6.8% in FY23 and 6.1% in 

FY24. In its Article IV consultation with India, the IMF 

executive board noted the government's response to 

post-pandemic shocks and highlighted public debt 

sustainability risks. Further improvements in public 

financial management, fiscal institutions, and 

transparency, according to the IMF, would be beneficial. 

The Indian government disagrees with the IMF on the 

sustainability of its debt. 

 

Forbes Annual List, PV Sindhu Among Top 25 

Highest-Paid Female Athletes :- 

PV Sindhu, India's badminton star, is the only Indian 

player in the top 25 of Forbes' annual list of the world's 

highest-paid female athletes. Sindhu, the silver medalist 

at the 2016 Rio Olympics, is ranked 12th on the list. 

Naomi Osaka, a Japanese tennis player, tops the list. The 

27-year-old earned $7 million in earnings after winning 

gold in singles and silver in doubles at the 

Commonwealth Games earlier this year in Birmingham. 

Osaka has topped Forbes' annual list of the world's 

highest-paid female athletes for the third year in a row. 

 

India To Become $10-Trillion Economy By 2035: 

CEBR :- 

According to the Centre for Economics and Business 

Research (CEBR), a reputable UK consultancy, India now 

appears unstoppable in its momentum to become the 

world's third economic superpower. It expects to be the 

third largest economy by 2037. CEBR is one of the UK's 

leading economics consultancies, and its annual 

publication 'World Economic League Table' tracks global 

and country-level macroeconomic developments. It 

forecasts for 191 countries until 2037. The most recent 

edition of the report also warned that the world is on the 

verge of a recession. 
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Punjab Ranks 2nd In Average Monthly Income Per 

Agricultural Household: Govt :- 

Punjab has the highest average monthly income per 

agricultural household in the country. This information 

was revealed by Union Minister of Agriculture and 

Farmers Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar's data. 

According to data, Meghalaya (Rs 29,348) has the highest 

average monthly income per agricultural household in 

the country. Punjab (Rs 26,701) is followed by Haryana 

(Rs 22,841), Arunachal Pradesh (Rs 19,225), Jammu and 

Kashmir (Rs 18,918), group of Union Territories (Rs 

18,511), Mizoram (Rs 17,964), Kerala (Rs 17,915).  

 

Government Owned WAPCOS Ranked As Top 

Consulting Firm By The Asian Development Bank :- 

WAPCOS, a Government of India Enterprise under the 

Ministry of Jal Shakti, was ranked first among Consulting 

Services Firms in the Water and Other Infrastructure 

Sectors by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) in its 

annual procurement report. WAPCOS was named one of 

the top three Indian consultants involved in Consulting 

Services Contracts under ADB Loan, Grant, and Technical 

Assistance Projects in Energy, Transport, and Water in 

another report on its Members' Fact Sheet - 2022 

released by the ADB. 

 

GST Collections In December Up By 15 Percent To 

Rs 1.49 Lakh Cr :- 

The gross GST revenue collected in December 2022 was 

Rs 1,49,507 crore, 15% more than the revenue collected 

in the same month in 2021. For ten months in a row, 

monthly GST revenues exceeded Rs 1.4 lakh crore. As 

part of the regular settlement, the Centre paid Rs 36,669 

crore to CGST and Rs 31,094 crore to SGST from IGST. 

After regular settlements, the total revenue of the 

Centre and the states in December 2022 was Rs 63,380 

crore for CGST and Rs 64,451 crore for SGST. 

 

ONGC Tops Profit Making Public Sector Enterprises 

In 2021-22 :- 

According to a government survey, the net profit of 

operating public sector enterprises increased by 50.87 

percent to ₹2.49 lakh crore in 2021-22, with ONGC, 

Indian Oil Corp, Power Grid, NTPC, and SAIL emerging as 

the top five performers. In the previous fiscal year, the 

net profit of operating central public sector enterprises 

(CPSEs) was ₹1.65 lakh crore. According to the Public 
Enterprises Survey 2021-22, the net loss of loss-making 

CPSEs decreased by 37.82 percent to ₹0.15 lakh crore in 
FY 2021-22 from ₹0.23 lakh crore in FY 2020-21.   
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India’s Unemployment Rate Rises To 8.30% In Dec 
2022 :- 

The unemployment rate in India rose to 8.30% in 

December, the highest in 16 months, from 8.00% the 

previous month, according to data from the Centre for 

Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE). According to the 

data, the urban unemployment rate increased to 10.09% 

in December from 8.96% the previous month, while the 

rural unemployment rate decreased to 7.44% from 

7.55%. According to CMIE data, the unemployment rate 

in the northern state of Haryana rose to 37.4% in 

December, followed by 28.5% in Rajasthan and 20.8% in 

Delhi. 

 

Chennai, Southern Cities Have Highest Rates Of 

Women Employment :- 

According to a report by Avtar, a workplace inclusion 

firm, Chennai is India's best city for women's 

employment, followed by Pune, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, 

and Mumbai. Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, 

Himachal Pradesh, and Karnataka ranked first through 

fifth in the country in terms of state averages. The report 

ranks 111 cities based on parameters that foster a 

favourable environment for women's employment. The 

remaining Top 10 cities in terms of women's 

employment are Ahmedabad, Visakhapatnam, Kolkata, 

Coimbatore, and Madurai, each with a population of 

more than one million people. 

 

India Surpasses Japan To Become 3rd Largest Auto 

Market Globally :- 

According to a Nikkei Asia report, India surpassed Japan 

in auto sales for the first time last year, moving up to 

third place globally. The country sold at least 4.25 million 

new cars, exceeding Japan's 4.2 million sales. According 

to the Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers, 

there were 4.13 million new vehicles delivered in India 

between January and November 2022. The inclusion of 

pending fourth-quarter commercial vehicle sales figures, 

as well as year-end results from Tata Motors and other 

automakers, is expected to increase India's sales volume 

even more. 

 

Delhi, Bangalore One Of Top-Performing Global 

Airports Of 2022 :- 

Union Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia's office 

congratulated Delhi and Bengaluru Airports on being 

named top-performing global airports in 2022. In terms 

of on-time performance (OTP), the two Indian airports 

are among the top ten in the world. According to the 
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aviation analytics firm Cirium, India's three airlines - 

IndiGo, AirAsia India, and Vistara - are also among the top 

ten airlines in Asia-Pacific. Bangalore Airport was ranked 

second on the list of the top ten global airports, and Delhi 

Airport was ranked seventh. 

 

India’s Richest 1% Own More Than 40% Of Total 
Wealth: Oxfam :- 

According to Oxfam International's report titled 'Survival 

of the Richest,' the richest 1% in India now own more 

than 40% of the country's total wealth, while the bottom 

half of the population collectively owns only 3%. 

According to the report, taxing India's top ten wealthiest 

at 5% can raise enough money to send all children back 

to school. According to the report, if India's billionaires 

were taxed once at 2% on their total wealth, it would 

fund the country's nutritional needs for the next three 

years, amounting to ₹40,423 crore.  

 

World’s Richest Actor List, Shah Rukh Khan Beats 
Tom Cruise :- 

According to a recent World of Statistics list, Shah Rukh 

Khan is the third richest actor in the world, with a net 

worth of $770 million. Seinfeld star Jerry Seinfeld and 

Tyler Perry top the list with $1 billion each. Dwayne 

Johnson comes in second with $800 million. The only 

Indian on the list is Shah Rukh Khan. Aside from acting, 

SRK has a sports business, a VFX company, and a variety 

of other business ventures. With $620 million, Tom 

Cruise follows SRK on the list. Apart from SRK, the only 

other non-American on this list is Jackie Chan, who has 

$520 million.  

 

Uttar Pradesh Tops Charts For Mobile Gaming 

Destination In India :- 

According to the India Mobile Gaming Report 2022 by 

gaming platform Mobile Premier League, Uttar Pradesh 

has emerged as the top destination for mobile gamers, 

followed by Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Bihar, and West 

Bengal. In 2022, Odisha, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, 

Puducherry, and Himachal Pradesh saw the greatest 

increase in mobile gamers compared to 2021. Ludo Dice, 

Snakes and Ladders, Carrom, Fruit Dart, Block Puzzle, and 

Poker were among the most popular games among 

gamers in various Indian cities. 

 

TCS, Infosys Among Top Three Global IT Brands As 

Per Brand Finance :- 
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According to Brand Finance's 2023 rankings, four Indian 

companies-TCS, Infosys, HCLTech, and Wipro-are among 

the top ten most valuable IT service brands in the world. 

Accenture has retained its position as the most valuable 

IT services brand for the fifth year in a row. Tata 

Consultancy Services (TCS) of India is in second place, 

with a 2% increase in brand value, bringing its valuation 

to US $17.2 billion. Infosys, too, has risen to the top three 

most valuable IT services brands in the world, with a 

valuation of US$13.0 billion, a 2% increase.  

 

India To Become $26 Trillion Economy By 2047: EY 

Report :- 

According to an EY (Ernst & Young) report, the Indian 

economy is very likely to reach $26 trillion by 2047, which 

will also be the 100th year of India's independence. 

According to the report, the country's per capita income 

will exceed $15,000, placing it among the top developed 

economies. It also stated that even if India maintains a 

stable but modest growth rate of 6% per year, it will be 

able to become a $26 trillion economy (in nominal terms) 

by 2047-48, with per capita income reaching six times 

current levels. 

 

Mukesh Ambani Number 1 Among Indians And 2 

Globally On Brand Guardianship Index :- 

Mukesh Ambani, Chairman and Managing Director of 

Reliance Industries, has been ranked No. 2 globally and 

No. 1 among Indians in Brand Finance's Brand 

Guardianship Index 2023. According to a statement, 

Mukesh Ambani received a BGI score of 81.7 in Brand 

Finance's survey. According to the list, Ambani was 

ranked ahead of global titans such as Microsoft's Satya 

Nadella, Google's Sundar Pichai, Apple's Tim Cook, and 

Tencent's Huateng Ma, as well as fellow Indians such as 

N Chandrasekaran of Tata Group, Anand Mahindra, and 

Sunil Bharti Mittal. 

 

Jio Is India’s Strongest Brand, Ranked Ninth 
Globally :- 

According to a Brand Finance report, Mukesh Ambani's 

Reliance Jio is the strongest brand in India and ranks 

ninth among the world's strongest brands. This places 

'Jio' ahead of brands such as EY, Coca-Cola, Accenture, 

and Porsche, but behind Google, YouTube, Deloitte, and 

Instagram. The report titled 'Global 500 - 2023' is 

published annually and ranks world's most valuable and 

strongest brands. With a Brand Strength Index of 90.2, 

Jio is the only brand among the world's strongest 25 

brands.  
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14: Schemes & Committees
 

 

CJI D Y Chandrachud Constituted Committee To 

Conduct Accessibility Audit Of SC Premises:- 

Chief Justice of India D Y Chandrachud has formed a 

committee headed by apex court judge Justice S 

Ravindra Bhat to conduct an audit of the top court 

premises' "physical and functional access" to make them 

more accessible to the disabled. The 'Supreme Court 

Committee on Accessibility' has been given a broad 

mandate to prepare and distribute a questionnaire for 

persons with disabilities who visit the top court premises, 

including apex court employees, advocates, litigants, and 

interns, to assess the nature and extent of problems they 

face. 

 

Piyush Goyal Launched Right To Repair Portal For 

Consumers :- 

Piyush Goyal, Minister of Food and Consumer Affairs, 

recently launched a slew of new initiatives, including a 

right-to-repair portal and an NTH mobile app, as well as 

a new National Consumer Helpline centre in Delhi. The 

Consumer Affairs Department and IIT (BHU), Varanasi 

have signed an MoU and launched a consumer 

commission capacity building programme. 

Manufacturers will share the manual of product details 

with customers on the 'right to repair' portal so that they 

can repair themselves or by third parties rather than rely 

on original manufacturers. 

 

Indian Bank Launched ‘MSME Prerana’ Programme 
In Rajasthan :- 

In the state of Rajasthan, Indian Bank has launched 

'MSME Prerana,' its flagship business mentoring 

programme for MSME entrepreneurs. It aims to 

empower MSME entrepreneurs through skill 

development and capacity building training in their 

native languages, assisting them in acquiring necessary 

financial and managerial skills, business crisis 

management capacity, understanding of credit rating 

dynamics, and risk management. This online programme 

has already been run by Indian Bank in seven languages 

across ten states. 
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IRDAI To Introduce ‘Bima Vahaks’ To Expand 
Insurance Force :- 

The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of 

India (IRDAI) will soon introduce "Bima Vahaks" in each 

gramme panchayat to strengthen the insurance force in 

India, according to Rakesh Joshi, a member of the 

insurance regulatory body. "The insurance companies 

have adopted a state each and with the help of state 

governments are looking to develop state-level 

insurance plans. Much like what has been done in the 

banks," He stated. Joshi also stated that insurance 

companies are working with state governments to 

develop state-level insurance plans.  

 

Amrit Bharat Station Scheme: Ministry Of Railways 

To Renovate 1,000 Small Stations :- 

The Ministry of Railways has developed a new scheme to 

modernise over 1,000 small stations as part of its station 

redevelopment drive. The Amrit Bharat Station Scheme 

was developed on the basis of a long-term master plan 

that will redevelop stations based on demand and usage. 

The new scheme will replace the existing Adarsh Station 

Scheme, which was introduced in 2009 to beautify and 

upgrade stations. The project will consider stations with 

an annual revenue of less than Rs 20 crore and a 

passenger volume of less than 5 million. 

 

Tamil Nadu Launched Project Nilgiri Tahr With Rs 

25 Crore Budget :- 

The Tamil Nadu government has issued orders to protect 

the Nilgiri tahr through a project that is being billed as 

the country's first. The tahr, locally known as Varaiaadu, 

is an endangered species protected under Schedule I of 

the Wildlife (protection) Act of India, 1972. The animal is 

only found in the Western Ghats, which have been 

designated as a bio-diversity hotspot internationally. 

According to the 2015 Worldwide Fund for Nature 

Report, there are 3,122 Tahrs in the wild. 

 

‘SMART’ Program For Ayurveda Professionals 
Launched To Regulate And Boost R&D In Ayurveda 

:-  

The National Commission for Indian System of Medicine 

(NCISM) and the Central Council for Research in 
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Ayurvedic Sciences (CCRAS), two institutions under the 

Ministry of Ayush, government of India, responsible for 

regulating medical education and conducting scientific 

research, respectively, have launched the 'SMART' 

initiative (Scope for Mainstreaming Ayurveda Research 

in Teaching Professionals). The SMART programme aims 

to increase scientific research in priority healthcare 

research areas through Ayurvedic colleges and hospitals. 

 

Himachal Pradesh Government Launched Chief 

Minister Sukhashray Sahayata Kosh :-  

Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, Chief Minister of Himachal 

Pradesh, stated that the state government would 

establish the CM's Sukhashray Sahayata Kosh. The 

scheme will aim to provide needy children and destitute 

women with access to higher education. "The state 

government will bear the expenditure on skill 

development education, higher education, and 

vocational training of such children in engineering 

colleges, IIIT, NIT, IIM, IT, polytechnic institutes, nursing 

and degree colleges, etc," Himachal CM said.  

 

Under State Food Security Scheme Odisha Govt To 

Provide Free Rice For One Year :- 

The Naveen Patnaik government has announced that 

beneficiaries of the State Food Security Scheme (SFSS) 

will continue to receive free rice of 5 kg per person until 

the end of December 2023, much like the Union 

government has done. The state exchequer has set aside 

₹185 crore for the scheme, according to a statement 
from the chief minister's office. Since October 2018, the 

state government has been distributing 5 kg rice per 

person per month at a cost of ₹1 per kilogramme to 

those who have been excluded from the National Food 

Security Act (NFSA).   

 

Kerala Sets Up Welfare Board To Provide Pension 

To MGNREGS Workers :- 

For the first time in the country, the Kerala government 

has established a welfare fund board for MGNREGS and 

the state's urban job guarantee scheme, Ayyankali Urban 

Employment Guarantee Scheme. This will make it easier 

for workers to receive a monthly pension from the board 

when they reach the age of 60. S Rajendran, a member 

of the CPI(M) state committee, serves as the board's 

chairman. The previous Left Democratic Front (LDF) 

government announced the formation of the board in 

the Kerala Assembly, but it was delayed due to the Covid-

19 pandemic. 
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New Integrated Food Security Scheme Named As 

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana :- 

PM Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana is the name of the new 

integrated food security scheme that will provide free 

foodgrains to Antodaya Ann Yojana (AAY) and Primary 

Household (PHH) beneficiaries (PMGKAY). With the 

welfare of the beneficiaries in mind, and in order to 

maintain consistency across states, free foodgrains will 

be provided to all PHH and AAY beneficiaries under 

PMGKAY until 2023. The integrated scheme will 

strengthen the provisions of the NFSA of 2013 in terms 

of foodgrain accessibility, affordability, and availability 

for the poor. 

 

IOA Sets Up Seven-Member Committee To Probe 

Allegations Against WFI Chief :- 

The Indian Olympic Association (IOA) has chosen a seven-

member panel to investigate sexual harassment 

allegations levelled against Wrestling Federation of India 

(WFI) president and BJP MP Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh. 

The government has also set up an oversight committee 

to run the WFI, which will additionally look into the 

allegations against the body and its chief. The committee 

is expected to submit its report within four weeks, 

though no time frame has been set for the IOA probe 

panel.  

15: Science & Technology
 

 

IIT Kanpur Develops Artificial Heart To Deal With 

Acute Cardiac Problems :- 

IIT Kanpur has developed an artificial heart that will be of 

great assistance to people suffering from acute cardiac 

problems. Abhay Karandikar, Director of IIT Kanpur, 

stated that the animal trials would begin in 2023. He said, 

"Now heart transplant will be easy. Artificial hearts can 

be implanted in serious patients. IIT Kanpur and 

cardiologists from across the country have developed 

this artificial heart. Trial on animals will start from 

February or March. After success in the trial, 

transplantation can be done in humans in the next two 

years." 
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Reliance Jio Launches 5G In Andhra Pradesh With 

Rs 6,500-Cr Investment :- 

Reliance Jio has launched 5G services in Andhra Pradesh 

with a Rs6,500 crore investment, beginning with 

Tirumala, Visakhapatnam, Vijayawada, and Guntur. Jio 

users in these cities were invited to the Jio Welcome 

Offer beginning December 26. Gudivada Amarnath, IT 

Minister of Andhra Pradesh, and K. S. Jawahar Reddy, 

Chief Secretary of the Government of Andhra Pradesh, 

attended Jio's 5G launch event in the state, where the 

telco demonstrated the benefits of 5G in the field of 

healthcare, using the Jio Community Clinic medical kit 

and its AR-VR device, Jio Glass.  

 

Power Ministry, DRDO Ink Pact To Install Early 

Warning Systems For Power Stations :- 

The Ministry of Power has signed an MoU with the 

Defence Research and Development Organization 

(DRDO) to implement an Early Warning System (EWS) for 

vulnerable hydro projects or power stations, particularly 

in hilly areas. They intend to collaborate on the 

development of preventive measures for natural 

disasters such as avalanches, landslides, and others. EWS 

would be a comprehensive framework for predicting, 

forecasting, monitoring, disaster risk management, and 

communication, allowing for quick actions to mitigate 

hazardous events. 

 

Bharat Biotech’s Nasal Vaccine ‘INCOVACC’ To Be 
Available At Rs 325 For Govt Hospitals :- 

Bharat Biotech has announced that iNCOVACC, a nasal 

vaccine against Covid-19, will be available to the public 

in the fourth week of January. The vaccine will cost 800 

rupees in private markets and 325 rupees in government 

markets, according to the Hyderabad-based 

biotechnology firm. INCOVACC by Bharat Biotech is the 

world's first intranasal Covid vaccine to be approved for 

both the primary 2-dose schedule and a heterologous 

booster dose. Bharat Biotech collaborated with 

Washington University in the United States to develop 

iNCOVACC. 

 

Tata Steel, TuTr Hyperloop Collaborate For 

Developing Hyperloop Technology :- 

Tata Steel and TuTr Hyperloop signed a Memorandum of 

Agreement (MoA) at IIT Madras to collaborate on the 
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development and scale-up of Hyperloop technology. 

Hyperloop is a future option for high-speed, low-cost, 

and environmentally friendly transportation for both 

passengers and cargo. Tubes, pods, propulsion systems, 

and track are key components of the hyperloop system. 

Autonomous, levitated pods travel through an evacuated 

tube network. It promises ten times the energy efficiency 

of road transportation and aviation. 

 

SwasthGarbh app made by IIT Roorkee, AIIMS 

Delhi for pregnant women :- 

Researchers at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) 

Roorkee and the AIIMS Delhi have created the 

'SwasthGarbh' mobile application to provide antenatal 

care and real-time medical support to pregnant women. 

According to officials, this is the first pregnancy app that 

provides instant access to doctor's advice and is clinically 

endorsed as well as credible, and it could be a lifeline for 

women in rural areas and those without easy access to 

doctors. It also aids in better patient counselling 

regarding the formulation of birth plans. 

 

Indian Army Inaugurates First Ever Two-Storey 3-D 

Printed Dwelling Unit :- 

At Ahmedabad Cantt, the Indian Army unveiled its first 3-

D Printed House Dwelling Unit (with Ground plus One 

configuration) for soldiers. The dwelling unit was built by 

Military Engineering Services (MES) in collaboration with 

MiCoB Pvt Ltd using the most recent 3D Rapid 

Construction Technology. The dwelling unit measuring 

71 sqm with garage space was built in just 12 weeks 

thanks to the 3D printed foundation, walls, and slabs. 

The disaster-resistant structures meet Zone-3 

earthquake specifications as well as green building 

standards. 

 

Hydrogen Blended PNG Project Starts Operation At 

NTPC Kawas Gujarat :- 

The state-owned power company NTPC announced the 

start of India's first green hydrogen blending operation in 

its township's PNG (piped natural gas) network in Kawas, 

Surat. "The project is a joint effort of NTPC and Gujarat 

Gas Limited (GGL). The first molecule of green hydrogen 

from the project was set in motion by P Ram Prasad, 

Head of Project, Kawas, in presence of other senior 

executives of NTPC Kawas and GGL," according to a 

company statement. After the start of the blending 

operation, NTPC Kawas held awareness workshops for 

township residents with the help of GGL officials. 
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US Approves World’s First Vaccine For Declining 
Honey Bees :-  

The United States has approved the use of the world's 

first honey bee vaccine. It was designed to protect bee 

colonies from American foulbrood disease, a bacterial 

infection that attacks bee larvae and weakens colonies. 

According to the biotech firm behind its development, 

the US Department of Agriculture (USDA) recently 

approved a conditional licence for the vaccine. Bees play 

an important role in many aspects of the ecosystem as 

pollinators. The vaccine works by introducing inactive 

bacteria into the royal jelly fed to the queen, resulting in 

immunity in the queen's larvae. 

 

Bharat Petroleum Launches Low Smoke Superior 

Kerosene Oil For The Indian Army :- 

BPCL announced the launch of Low Smoke Superior 

Kerosene Oil for the Indian Army, which operates at high 

altitudes with very low oxygen levels. Lt Gen Manoj K S 

Yadav, SM, Director General of Supplies & Transport, 

Integrated HQ of MoD and C& MD, flagged off the first 

dispatch in the presence of BPCL's Director (Marketing) 

and Director (Refineries), as well as other senior Army 

HQ officials. BPCL is the first company to begin supplying 

the Indian Army with the new Low Smoke Superior 

Kerosene Oil. 

 

Startup Firm IG Drones Develops India’s First 5G-

Enabled Drone, Skyhawk :-  

IG Drones, a startup, has developed a 5G-enabled drone 

capable of vertical takeoff and landing. Skyhawk is a 

drone that can be used in a variety of industries, 

including defence and medicine. The drone can carry a 

10 kg payload and has an endurance of around five 

hours. With Telecom Service Providers (TSPs) providing 

5G services in the country, these drones can be 

controlled with much more precision and can be 

controlled from the command centre directly rather than 

being on the field. 

 

OneWeb Launches 40 SpaceX Satellites, To Start 

Global Services This Year :- 

Airtel-backed OneWeb confirmed in a statement that it 

successfully launched and deployed 40 satellites aboard 

a SpaceX launcher. The launch was the 16th successful 
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launch for the UK-based satellite network provider, 

bringing the total number of satellites in its low-Earth 

orbit (LEO) constellation to 542. Following the launch, 

the company stated in a statement that internet 

connectivity based on its satellite constellation is now 

available in Alaska, the "broader Arctic area," Canada, 

Greenland, and the United Kingdom. 

 

ISRO ‘Shukrayaan I’ Mission To Planet Venus 
Reportedly Shifted To 2031 :- 

ISRO stated that it has yet to receive approval from the 

Indian government for the Venus mission, and that the 

mission may be delayed until 2031 as a result. The ISRO 

Venus mission, Shukrayaan I, was supposed to launch in 

December 2024. The concept was conceived in 2012; five 

years later, following a 23% increase in the Department 

of Space's 2017-2018 budget, ISRO began preliminary 

investigations. The best time to launch from Earth to 

Venus is roughly every 19 months. ISRO has "backup" 

launch dates in 2026 and 2028 in case it misses the 2024 

window. 

 

Indian Scientists Discovers First evidence of 

Solitary Waves near Mars:- 

Indian scientists have reported the first evidence of the 

presence of solitary waves or electric field fluctuations in 

the Martian magnetosphere, which is a significant 

discovery. Despite several global missions to Mars, no 

space agency or institute in the world had ever reported 

the presence of solitary waves in the Martian 

magnetosphere. The Indian Institute of Geomagnetism 

(IIG), based in Navi Mumbai, is an autonomous institute 

of the Department of Science and Technology (DST) that 

discovered and reported the solitary waves in the 

Martian magnetosphere. 

 

Entire Country To Be Covered By Doppler Weather 

Radar Network By 2025 :- 

“The entire country will be covered by Doppler Weather 
Radar Network by 2025 to predict extreme weather 

events more accurately,” said Union Minister of State Dr 
Jitendra Singh. The Minister also dedicated 200 Agro 

Automated Weather Stations to the Nation and stated 

that it is planned to establish 660 District Agro 

Meteorological Units (DAMUs) by 2025, increasing from 

3,100 blocks in 2023 to 7,000 blocks in 2025 under Agro-

Meteorological Services. Agro-Meteorological Services 

was founded in order to directly assist the country's 

farmers. 
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NASA’s James Webb Space Telescope Discovers 

New Exoplanet Named LHS 475b :- 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

(NASA) has announced the discovery of the James Webb 

Space Telescope's first new exoplanet. The planet has 

been named LHS 475 b by researchers, and it is roughly 

the same size as Earth, according to the agency. The 

planet, which is only 41 light-years away, orbits very 

close to a red dwarf star and completes a full orbit in just 

two days. Researchers hope that because of the Webb 

telescope's advanced capabilities, they will be able to 

detect more Earth-sized planets in the coming years. 

 

MSN Launches Generic Version Of Breast Cancer 

Drug Palborest :- 

Under the brand Palborest, MSN Group introduced the 

"world's first" generic Palbociclib tablets indicated for 

advanced breast cancer therapy. While a few other 

companies are planning to launch Palbociclib in capsule 

form, Hyderabad-based MSN laboratories developed the 

drug in tablet form, similar to the innovator Palbace 

tablets. Priced at ₹257 per tablet for 125mg, ₹233 per 
tablet for 100mg, ₹214 per tablet for 75mg respectively, 
Palborest is more affordable and bioequivalent to 

innovator tablet.  

16: Sports
 

 

Goa To Host First Ever World Table Tennis (WTT) 

Series Event In India :- 

From February 27 to March 5, Goa will host India's first 

World Table Tennis (WTT) series event in Panaji. The top-

tier WTT Star Contender Goa 2023 competition will be 

held at the Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Indoor stadium on 

the Goa University Campus Panaji. "We are happy that 

Goa has been chosen as the host for a WTT event for the 

very first time in India," state tourism minister Rohan 

Khaunte said in a press conference. Stupa Analytics, a 

homegrown sports analytics firm, will be the tournament 

host with active support from the Goa government. 
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Geto Sora Wins Malaysia’s Junior International 
Badminton Championship Title :- 

Geto Sora, a rising badminton star from Arunachal, has 

won the Top Arena Junior International Badminton 

Championship title in the under-9 years category in Kuala 

Lumpur, Malaysia. He won the championship after 

defeating Malaysia's second seed Jaryl Teh 21-5, 21-16 in 

straight sets. Sora has now won his second international 

badminton title in two months. Sora, 7, won the 

multinational BTY-Yonex-Singha Championship in 

November 2022 at the Banthongyord Badminton School 

in Bangkok, Thailand.  

 

FIFA Chosed Morocco To Host Club World Cup In 

February 2023 :- 

FIFA awarded Morocco the hosting rights for the next 

Club World Cup in February, with an expanded 32-team 

edition scheduled to begin in 2025. From February 1 to 

11, the traditional seven-team tournament will feature 

European champion Real Madrid, South American 

champion Flamengo, and Seattle Sounders, the first 

CONCACAF Champions League winner from the United 

States. Following Morocco's stirring run to the World Cup 

semifinals in Qatar, FIFA's ruling council has decided that 

the country will host the next global football event in six 

weeks. 

 

Nikhat Zareen & Lovlina Borgohain Win Gold 

Medals At The Elite National Women’s Boxing 
Championships :- 

Gold medalists at the Women's National Boxing 

Championship 2022 in Bhopal were Lovlina Borgohain 

and Nikhat Zareen. In the 75kg final, Lovlina Borgohain 

defeated Arundhati Choudhary of Services 5-0, while 

Nikhat Zareen defeated Anamika of Railways 4-1. 

Haryana’s Manisha (57kg) and Saweety Boora (81kg), 
Railway Sports Promotion Board’s (SSCB) Sakshi (52kg), 
Madhya Pradesh’s Manju Bamboria (66kg) also clinched 
gold medals in their respective categories in the 

tournament.  

 

Cricket Australia To Rename Men’s Test Player Of 
The Year Award In Honour Of Shane Warne :- 

Australia's men's Test Player of the Year award has been 

renamed in honour of legendary spinner Shane Warne, 

according to the country's cricket board. The Shane 

Warne Men's Test Player of the Year award will be given 

out at the Australian Cricket Awards each year. Cricket 

Australia (CA) CEO Nick Hockley and Australian 
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Cricketers' Association CEO Todd Greenber announced 

the renaming of the award as a tribute to Warne during 

the Boxing Day Test against South Africa. He died in 

Thailand earlier in 2022 of a suspected heart attack. 

 

E-Sports Gets Recognition From The Indian 

Government As Part Of Multisports Events :-  

The Government of India has officially recognised 'E-

Sports' (Electronic Sports) as a component of Multi-

sports events in a significant step. Esports will be 

overseen by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports' 

Department of Sports. Indian Esports Industry has been 

fighting for Esports not to be clubbed under the umbrella 

term "Gaming". The industry has maintained that Esports 

(Electronic sports) is a competitive sport in which esports 

athletes compete in specific genres of video games in a 

virtual, electronic environment. 

 

Haryana Women’s Hockey U-18 team won Khelo 

India Youth Games 2022 :- 

The women's team from Hockey Haryana won the Khelo 

India Youth Games 2022 Women's Under 18 Qualifiers, 

defeating Madhya Pradesh 2-0 in the final in 

Bhubaneswar. Pooja and Gurmail Kaur scored goals in 

the final match for Haryana, putting the contest out of 

reach. Odisha took third place after defeating Hockey 

Jharkhand 2-1 in the third and fourth place match. 

Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, and Jharkhand have 

qualified for the Madhya Pradesh Khelo India Youth 

Games 2023. 

 

Hockey Men’s Hockey U-18 team won Khelo India 

Youth Games 2022  :- 

In hockey, Madhya Pradesh defeated Odisha 6-5 in 

Bhubaneswar to win the Khelo India Youth Games 2022 

Men's Under-18 Qualifiers. In a thrilling final, Zameer 

Mohammad scored a hat-trick, while Ali Ahmad, 

Mohammad Zaid Khan, and Captain Ankit Pal each 

scored one goal for Madhya Pradesh. For Odisha, Paulus 

Lakra, Deepak Minz, Akash Soreng, and Anmol Ekka each 

scored one goal. Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Haryana, and 

Jharkhand have qualified for the Khelo India Youth 

Games 2023, which will take place in Madhya Pradesh. 
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Koneru Humpy Won Silver At The World Chess Blitz 

Championship :- 

Koneru Humpy, a former world rapid champion, has won 

India's first-ever silver medal at the FIDE World Blitz 

Chess Championships in Almaty, Kazakhstan. Humpy 

defeated China's Zhongyi Tan in the 17th and final round 

to win Silver. Fourth seeded Humpy finished fourth with 

12.5 points, just half a point behind gold medalist 

Bibisara Balabayeva of Kazakhstan. Humpy is the second 

Indian to win a World Blitz medal, following Viswanathan 

Anand. Anurag Singh Thakur, Minister of Youth Affairs 

and Sports, congratulated Humpy on his Silver medal 

win. 

 

Koustav Chatterjee Becomes India’s 78th 
Grandmaster :- 

In the MPL 59th National Senior Chess Championship in 

New Delhi, Koustav Chatterjee became India's 78th 

Grandmaster. The 19-year-old drew his game against GM 

Mitrabha Guha. Koustav dominated the game. Koustav 

earned his first GM-norm in October 2021 at the Sheikh 

Russel GM 2021 in Bangladesh. In November of the 

following year, the teenager achieved his second GM-

norm at the Asian Continental Championship 2022. He 

crossed 2500 in the August FIDE rating list. Koustav, from 

Kolkata, is the tenth Grandmaster of West Bengal.  

 

Pranesh M Became India’s 79th Grandmaster :- 

M Pranesh won the Rilton Cup, the first tournament of 

the FIDE Circuit in Stockholm, to become India's 79th 

Grandmaster. Pranesh, 16, crossed the 2500 rating 

threshold and became a GM after completing his three 

norms prior to the Rilton Cup. A player must obtain three 

GM norms and have a live rating of 2,500 Elo points to 

become a GM. Pranesh from Tamil Nadu topped the 

rankings in the tournament, which featured 136 players 

from 29 different national federations. R Raja Rithvik, a 

GM from India, finished eighth with six points. 

 

Mascot, Torch And Anthem Of Khelo India Youth 

Games 2022 Unveiled In Bhopal :- 

'Hindustan Ka Dil Dhadka Do' is the Khelo India Youth 

Games 2022 anthem. The Games' mascots are the 

cheetah Asha and Mowgli. The anthem, mascot, and 

smart torch 'Amarkantak' for the fifth edition of the 

youth games were unveiled at a glittering event in 

Bhopal by chief minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Union 

MoS sports Nisith Pramanik, and state sports minister 

Yashodhara Raje Scindia. From January 30, the Games 
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will be held in eight districts of Madhya Pradesh, with 

Malkhamb and water sports making their debut. 

 

Anahat Singh Crowned Girls U-15 Squash Title At 

British Junior Open Tournament:- 

Anahat Singh, an Indian squash prodigy, won the girls 

Under-15 squash title at the most prestigious British 

Junior Open tournament in Birmingham. In the final, the 

14-year-old defeated Egypt's Sohaila Hazem 3-1. Despite 

a closely contested first set, she took the lead and won 

the tournament. Every year in January, the British Junior 

Open is held in the United Kingdom, where the best 

players from around the world compete for the coveted 

title. It was held this year, after a two-year hiatus caused 

by Covid, from the 4th to the 8th of January. 

 

Virat Kohli goes past Sachin Tendulkar to score 

most ODI tons against an opponent :- 

Virat Kohli recorded the first century by an Indian in 2023 

in the first ODI against Sri Lanka and recently he slammed 

yet another century in the third and final ODI against Sri 

Lanka in Thiruvananthapuram. Kohli got to his century 

off 85 balls studded with 10 fours and a six. Kohli’s 46th 
ODI ton helped him shatter Sachin Tendulkar’s record for 
most centuries at home in ODI cricket. The right-handed 

batsman also went past Tendulkar's record of scoring 

most ODI centuries (9) against a single opponent.  

 

Harry Brook & Ashleigh Gardner named ICC Players 

of the Month for December :- 

After a blistering run of scores that helped England claim 

a historic World Test Championship (WTC) series victory 

in Pakistan, Harry Brook has won his first ICC Men's 

Player of the Month award. Ashleigh Gardner of Australia 

was named the ICC Women's Player of the Month after 

her contributions with the bat and ball led her team to a 

T20I series victory in India. Both were chosen by a global 

vote of media representatives, ICC Hall of Famers, former 

international players, and fans registered at icc-

cricket.com. 

 

Surya Kumar Yadav Becomes Fastest Player To 

Reach 1,500 Runs In T20I :- 
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Suryakumar Yadav has become the fastest player in T20 

International cricket to reach 1,500 runs in terms of balls 

faced. He only needed 843 balls to reach this milestone. 

In terms of innings, he is the third-fastest batter to reach 

the 1,500-run plateau. The fastest batters to reach this 

milestone are Indians Virat Kohli and KL Rahul, Australian 

veteran Aaron Finch, and Pakistan skipper Babar Azam, 

who each took 39 innings to reach the milestone in T20 

International cricket. Suryakumar has scored 1,578 runs 

at an average of 46.41 in 45 matches and 43 innings. 

 

India defeat Sri Lanka and sets world record of 

biggest win in terms of runs :- 

Team India set a new record for largest ODI victory (by 

runs) when they defeated Sri Lanka by 317 runs in the 

series' third and final match in Thiruvananthapuram. 
India broke New Zealand's record (by 290 runs) to script 

history at the Greenfield Stadium. Choosing to bat, India 

posted a mammoth score of 390/5 in fifty overs, while Sri 

Lanka's run-chase ended in just 22 overs, with the side 

reaching only 73. Virat Kohli smashed an unbeaten 166 

off 110 deliveries in the series' third and final one-day 

international, hitting 13 fours and eight sixes.   

 

France Captain Hugo Lloris Announces Retirement 

From International Football :-  

Hugo Lloris, France's captain, has announced his 

retirement from international football at the age of 36, 

three weeks after his country lost the World Cup final to 

Argentina on penalties in Doha. Lloris retires after 

becoming France's most-capped player during the World 

Cup. He made his international debut as a 21-year-old in 

a friendly against Uruguay in November 2008. He broke 

Lilian Thuram's previous record of 142 appearances and 

finished with his 145th cap in the final, which France lost 

4-2 on penalties after an epic 3-3 tie at the end of extra 

time. 
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Auction for women's IPL teams: Adani wins 

Ahmedabad team with highest bid of Rs. 1,289 

billion :- 

BCCI secretary Jay Shah has confirmed that the total bids 

received from the winners were worth Rs 4,669.99 crore 

(USD 572.78 million approx). The owners of men’s IPL 
teams Mumbai Indians, Delhi Capitals and Royal 

Challengers Bangalore, as well as the Adani Group and 

Capri Global, have won bids to own the five women’s IPL 
teams at the auction ahead of the inaugural edition to be 

played in March this year. The tournament will be known 

as the Women’s Premier League (WPL), and the teams 
will be based in Mumbai, Delhi, Bengaluru, Ahmedabad 

and Lucknow respectively. 

 

South Africa’s Hashim Amla Ended His 22-Year 

Cricket Playing Career :- 

Hashim Amla's 22-year playing career came to an end 

recently. Amla was an important member of one of 

South Africa's most powerful teams when they won the 

Test championship in England in 2012. Amla made a 

South African record 311 not out in the first Test at The 

Oval in London, batting alongside captain Graeme Smith, 

Jacques Kallis, and AB de Villiers. It is still South Africa's 

only Test triple century. Amla's century was one of 28 in 

a 124-match Test career in which he scored 9,282 runs at 

an average of 46.64. 

 

Hockey World Cup 2023, Netherlands Records 

Biggest Win In Hockey World Cup History :- 

Three-time champions Netherlands defeated debutants 

Chile 14-0 to secure direct qualification into the quarter-

finals of the FIH Men's Hockey World Cup in 

Bhubaneswar. In the second match of the day, world No. 

3 Netherlands dominated Chile, ranked 23rd, scoring 

goals at will to record the largest margin of victory in a 

World Cup match. The record for the biggest margin of 

win in a hockey World Cup match was earlier held by 

world No.1 Australia, who thrashed South Africa 12-0 in 

New Delhi. 

 

Rohit Sharma Shattered MS Dhoni’s Record Of 
Most Sixes In ODIs In India :- 

Indian captain Rohit Sharma broke MS Dhoni's long-

standing record to become India's most prolific six-hitter 

in ODI history. This remarkable feat was accomplished by 

Rohit during the first ODI between India and New 

Zealand. Rohit Sharma gave India a flying start with a 34-

run knock in 38 balls, but he was unable to convert his 
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score into a big knock. The Indian captain's innings 

included two maximums, breaking MS Dhoni's previous 

record. Rohit is now India's all-time leading six-setter in 

ODI cricket, with 125 sixes to his name.  

 

India beat England to win the inaugural Women’s 
U19 T20 World Cup:- 

In the first-ever ICC U-19 Women's T20 World Cup final, 

India defeated England. India, which was chasing a 

meagre 69, lost Shafali Verman and Shweta Sehrawat 

early on. However, G Trisha and Soumya Tiwari formed a 

strong partnership to lead India home. After England's 

batting faltered yet again in a crucial game, India bowled 

them out for 68 runs. Titas Sadhu struck early, dismissing 

the in-form Liberty Heap in the first over, and off-spinner 

Archana Devi also bowled well to dent England early on. 

 

Novak Djokovic Won 2023 Australian Open :- 

Novak Djokovic won the 2023 Australian Open 

trophy with a 6-3, 7-6 (4), 7-6 (5) victory over Stefanos 

Tsitsipas on January 29 at Rod Laver Arena. With the 

victory, the 35-year-old Serbian star extended his record 

at Melbourne Park to ten titles and tied Rafael Nadal's 

career Grand Slam record of 22. The world's No. 5 player 

has now won 28 consecutive Australian Open matches 

and has a 20-0 record in the tournament's semifinals and 

finals. This was Djokovic's 93rd ATP title overall. 

17: State
 

 

Madhya Pradesh Govt To Build Atal Bihari 

Vajpayee’s Grand Memorial In Gwalior :-  

According to an official, the Madhya Pradesh 

government has allotted 4,050 hectares of land to build 

a memorial to former Prime Minister Atal Bihari 

Vajpayee in his birthplace of Gwalior. According to 

Gwalior Divisional Commissioner Deepak Singh, 

approximately 4,050 hectares of land have been allotted 

for the construction of a memorial to Vajpayee in the 

Sirol area, in accordance with the proposal submitted by 

the district collector. Vajpayee was born in Gwalior on 

December 25, 1924. In the late 1990s and early 2000s, he 

led the BJP to power at the Centre and served as India's 

prime minister for six years. 
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Dharmadam Becomes First Complete Library 

Constituency In India :- 

Dharmadam, Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan's 

constituency, has become the first complete library 

constituency in India. In a Facebook post, Vijayan stated 

that there were no libraries in 63 of the constituency's 

138 wards. Dharmadam reached the achievement with 

the opening of libraries in these wards too. Mentioning 

that libraries and public spaces have a unique place in 

social progress, the Chief Minister said that this is why 

people have gone ahead with the activities of 

establishing libraries in every ward. 

 

UP Govt. Inaugurated ‘E-Sushrut’ HMIS In UP 
Medical Colleges :-  

The Uttar Pradesh government has launched the E-

Sushrut Hospital Management Information System 

(HMIS) in 22 state medical colleges as the latest e-

governance initiative in the state's healthcare sector. The 

state medical education department has launched a new 

e-health initiative in collaboration with the Centre for 

Development of Advanced Computing (CDAC). Patient 

registration, admission, discharge, ambulance, food, 

medicines, details and availability of doctors are all 

available online through the new initiative's E-Sushrut 

HMIS software. 

 

Uttarakhand Govt To Set Up World-Class Kayaking-

Canoeing Academy In Tehri :- 

RK Singh, Union Minister of Power and New and 

Renewable Energy, announced the establishment of a 

world-class Kayaking-Canoeing Academy in Tehri, 

Uttarakhand. Speaking at the inauguration of the 

National Championship "Tehri Water Sports Cup" at 

Tehri Lake, he declared that sports promotion is the 

Union Government's top priority. The state Chief 

Minister, Pushkar Singh Dhami, stated that this is the first 

time a national-level sports competition has been held at 

Tehri Lake. He stated that Tehri Lake is quickly becoming 

an international tourism destination. 

 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah Inaugurated Mega 

Dairy At Mandya, Karnataka :- 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah dedicated the Rs 260.9 

crore mega dairy built by Mandya Milk Union Limited 

(Manmul) in Gejjalagere, Maddur taluk, Mandya district. 

The mega dairy has been built on a five-acre plot of land. 
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According to Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj 

Bommai, the mega dairy will benefit one lakh dairy 

farmers, including women. The state is poised for a white 

revolution following the green revolution. He claims that 

the Manmul mega dairy is the second largest in the state, 

employing thousands of farmers. 

 

Amit Shah Lays The Foundation Stone Of The 

Central Detective Training Institute In Karnataka :- 

Union Home and Cooperation Minister Shri Amit Shah 

laid the foundation stone for the Central Detective 

Training Institute (CDTI) in Devanahalli, Karnataka, and 

inaugurated the Indo-Tibetan Border Police residential 

and administrative complexes (ITBP). On this occasion, 

Karnataka Chief Minister Shri Basavaraj Bommai, Union 

Minister Shri Prahlad Joshi, and other dignitaries were 

present. In his speech, Shri Amit Shah stated that with 

the laying of the CDTI's foundation stone, a link has been 

established to make facilities for police forces more 

accessible. 

 

Uttarakhand Govt Decide To Abolishes Revenue 

Police System :- 

The Uttarakhand government recently abolished the 

state's revenue policing system, months after allegations 

were levelled against local revenue police in the Ankita 

Bhandari murder case involving a BJP leader's son. The 

Pushkar Singh Dhami government also announced that 

the revenue villages would be subject to regular policing. 

The state police will now be in charge of law and order in 

Uttarakhand's 1,800 revenue villages, according to a 

statement from the Chief Minister's Office. 

 

President Droupadi Murmu Inaugurates 

Samvidhan Udyan In Jaipur :- 

President Droupadi Murmu has inaugurated Samvidhan 

Udyan at Jaipur's Raj Bhavan. President Murmu 

described the Indian Constitution as a vibrant document 

in his remarks on the occasion. The President also 

virtually inaugurated the Transmission System for Solar 

Energy Zones in Rajasthan and laid the groundwork for 

the 1,000 Megawatt Bikaner Solar Power Project. She 

also attended the launch of the Brahma Kumaris' 'RISE-

Rising India through Spiritual Empowerment' National 

Campaign. 
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Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee Launched ‘Didir 
Suraksha Kavach’ Campaign :- 

With panchayat elections in West Bengal scheduled for 

this year, the ruling Trinamool Congress has launched a 

new campaign called "Didir Suraksha Kavach" to reach 

out to the people. West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 

Banerjee launched the campaign in the presence of TMC 

national general secretary Abhishek Banerjee and state 

president Subrata Bakshi. The goal of the new campaign, 

like that of the state government's 'Duare Sarkar' 

(government at your door), is to connect with the people 

through the party's programme. 

 

5-Time MLA Kuldeep Singh Pathania Was Elected 

Speaker Of Himachal Assembly :- 

Kuldeep Singh Pathania, a senior Congress leader and 

five-time MLA, was unanimously elected Speaker of the 

Himachal Pradesh Assembly by voice vote. Following his 

election, Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu and 

Leader of the Opposition Jai Ram Thakur escorted Mr. 

Pathania to the Speaker's chair. Earlier, three sets of 

nomination papers were filed for him. Mr. Pathania was 

elected to the Vidhan Sabha in 1985, 1993, 2003, 2007, 

and 2022. He was elected as an Independent in 1993 and 

2003.  

 

Kerala Becomes Country’s First Fully Digital 
Banking State :-  

Kerala's Chief Minister, Pinarayi Vijayan, recently 

declared the state to be the first in the country to go fully 

digital in its banking services, claiming that this 

recognition would boost the state's economy. According 

to Chief Minister Vijayan, this accomplishment was made 

possible by social interventions through local self-

government institutions, as well as infrastructure 

development and technological advances in the banking 

sector. Kerala also became the first and only state in the 

country to have its own internet service last July. 

 

Odisha: First-Ever Coal Gasification Based Talcher 

Fertilizer Plant To Be Ready In 2024 :- 

Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya, Union Health and Family 

Welfare and Chemicals and Fertilisers Minister, has 

stated that the country's first-ever coal gasification-

based Talcher Fertiliser plant in Odisha will be ready for 

dedication to the nation by October next year. Dr. 

Mandaviya, talking to reporters in Talcher said that five 
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out of four urea plants have already become functional. 

He said, the urea plant at Talcher, which uses coal 

gasification technology to produce urea, will be ready 

before the end of next year.  

 

Uttarakhand Governor Approved 30% Women’s 

Reservation Bill :- 

Lt. Gen (retd) Gurmit Singh, Governor of Uttarakhand, 

has given his approval to a bill that would grant native 

women of the state 30% reservation. With the 

Governor’s nod to Uttarakhand Public Services 
(Horizontal Reservation for Women) Bill, 2022, the 

women candidates with Uttarakhand State domicile got 

the legal right of 30% reservation in public services and 

posts. “Heartfelt gratitude to the Governor for approving 
the women reservation Bill. This will surely play an 

important role in women empowerment in the State,” 
said Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami. 

 

“Saharsh” Special Education Program Launched By 
Tripura State Government :- 

In an effort to promote social and emotional learning, 

the Tripura government has implemented a programme 

called 'Saharsh' in all state government and government-

aided schools. The 'Saharsh' programme was piloted in 

40 schools across the state in August of last year. It will 

be extended to all government and aided schools in the 

state beginning in the second week of January, according 

to officials. He claimed that the school education 

department implemented 36 reforms in the last five 

years, while the higher education department 

implemented 19, the most in the country.  

 

Right To Sight, Rajasthan Becomes First State To 

Implement Blindness Control Policy :- 

With the objective of ensuring the "right to sight", 

Rajasthan has become the first State to implement a 

policy to control blindness. A massive campaign will be 

launched in the state to reduce the rate of blindness and 

bring light into the lives of over 3 lakh people who are 

visually impaired. Prithvi Raj, the State Government's 

Medical and Health Secretary, stated that keratoplasty 

centres for cornea transplants and eye banks would be 

mandated in medical colleges. Through the policy, the 

prevalence of blindness will be reduced from 1.1% in 

2020 to 0.3%. 
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Himachal Pradesh Govt Restores Old Pension 

Scheme In First Cabinet Meeting :- 

In its first cabinet meeting, the Himachal Pradesh 

government reinstated the old pension scheme (OPS), 

fulfilling the Congress' election promise. The Cabinet 

decided to offer OPS to all government employees who 

are currently covered by the defined contribution 

pension scheme, also known as NPS. This will benefit 

approximately 1.36 lakh NPS employees across the state. 

In its first meeting, the State Cabinet unanimously 

passed a resolution thanking the people of Himachal 

Pradesh for their trust in Congress' policies and 

programmes. 

 

Kollam Becomes First Constitution Literate District 

In India :- 

Kollam has become the country's first constitution-

literate district, in a remarkable achievement. Kerala 

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan announced the 

achievement at a ceremony in Kollam presided over by 

Finance Minister KN Balagopal. The district's success is 

the result of a seven-month Constitution literacy 

campaign launched jointly by the Kollam district 

panchayat, District Planning Committee, and Kerala 

Institute of Local Administration (KLA) to raise awareness 

about various aspects of the country's laws and citizen 

rights. 

 

Rare ‘Orange Bat’ Spotted In Bastar’s Kanger Valley 
National Park In Chhattisgarh :- 

According to officials, a rare orange-colored bat, also 

known as a 'painted bat' and distinguished by bright 

orange and black wings, was spotted at a banana 

plantation in Parali Bodal village of Chhattisgarh's Kanger 

Valley National Park in Bastar. Its scientific name is 

'Kerivoula picta,' according to Kanger Nation Park 

director Dhammshil Ganvir. “It is generally found in 
Bangladesh, Brunei, Burma, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, 

Malaysia, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam. In 

India, it has already been spotted in the Western Ghats, 

Kerala, Maharashtra and Odisha, and now Chhattisgarh,” 
Ganvir said. 

 

Kerala Higher Education Minister Allows 60 Days 

Maternity Leave For Female Students :- 

According to Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, 

menstrual and maternity leave will be provided to all 

female students in all institutions under the control of 

the state government's higher education department, in 

a first for the country. Kerala Higher Education Minister 

R Bindu said "Girl students above 18 years of age can get 
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a maximum of 60 days of maternity leave. The required 

attendance percentage for women students will be 73 

per cent, including the menstrual leave, as against 75 per 

cent earlier. The order has been issued in this regard." 

 

Assam CM Nominated Charaideo Maidam To Seek 

UNESCO World Heritage Tag :- 

Charaideo Moidams is India's nomination for UNESCO's 

world heritage site status in the cultural category for 

2023-24, according to Assam Chief Minister Himanta 

Biswa Sarma. Mr. Sarma stated that they wrote to Prime 

Minister Modi about the matter on January 16. He stated 

that the Assam government has submitted the World 

Heritage Nomination Dossier of Moidams, or the Ahom 

dynasty's mound burial system in Charaideo, to the 

Archaeological Survey of India for submission to UNESCO 

for evaluation this year.  

18: Summits & Conferences
  

 

India Votes For UNSC Resolution On Psychological 

Well-Being Of UN Personnel :- 

India supported a resolution on the mental health of UN 

peacekeepers. "As one of the largest troop-contributing 

countries over the years, India places the highest 

importance on the safety, security and well-being of UN 

peacekeepers"  said Ruchira Kamboj, India's Permanent 

Representative to the United Nations. The draft 

resolution on mental health and psychosocial support 

was initiated by Mexico. The proposed resolution will be 

the Security Council's first on mental health. The 

draft text is open to wider UN membership co-

sponsorship. 

 

10th Edition of North East Festival Held at 

Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium:- 

The 10th North East Festival was held on December 23 at 

the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in New Delhi. The festival 

aimed to promote the diverse life, culture, traditions, 

and tourism of the North East region. Narayan Rane, 

Minister of Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises, 

opened the MSME Exhibition at the North East Festival. 

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Rane stated that the 

festival will allow North East entrepreneurs, particularly 

women and SC/ST entrepreneurs, to showcase their 

skills, products, and create new opportunities for 

growth. 
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Losar Festival Celebrated To Mark Ladakhi New 

Year In Ladakh :- 

On December 24, Ladakh celebrated the Losar Festival, 

which marked the start of the Ladakhi New Year. Ladakhi 

New Year is a major socio-religious festival celebrated in 

Ladakh during the winter. Losar celebrations continue for 

nine days after the new year, with prayers in the name 

of God and Goddess, dances and songs in honour of Ibex, 

and the pilgrimage to Mount Kailash. Losar Festival is 

also one of the major winter tourist attractions, as it is 

largely celebrated with ritual performances and 

traditional events of songs and dances. 

 

Govt Organizes “Dance To Decarbonize” Event To 
Generate Power By Dance Floor :- 

In conjunction with India Energy Week 2023 in New 

Delhi, the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas has 

organised a one-of-a-kind musical event called Dance to 

Decarbonise. Renewable energy generated by dance was 

used to charge electric vehicles during the event. It is the 

first public awareness event among the upcoming 

programmes of India Energy Week 2023, which will be 

held in Bangalore from February 6th to 8th, 2023, and is 

organised by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. 

 

17th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas to be held in Indore, 

Madhya Pradesh :- 

After a gap of two years the 17th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 

is scheduled to be held from 8 - 10 January 2023 in 

Indore, Madhya Pradesh. Every year on January 9th, 

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas commemorates the contribution 

of the overseas Indian community to the development of 

India. It also commemorates Mahatma Gandhi's return 

from South Africa to India on January 9, 1915. Guyana 

President Mohamed Irfaan Ali will be the Chief Guest at 

the 17th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) Convention 

scheduled to be held in Indore. 

 

‘Bijli Utsav’ Organised By REC In Assam As A Part Of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav :- 
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REC Limited organised 'Bijli Utsav' in Anandapur Gaon of 

Baksa district and adjoining villages in Assam as part of 

'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav' - to celebrate 75 years of 

independence. The event featured speaker sessions by 

dignitaries and distinguished guests highlighting 

electricity consumer rights, benefits of electricity, 

challenges encountered during electrification in remote 

areas, and how access to power improves quality of life. 

Beneficiaries from the villages were also invited to speak 

on stage about how electricity has changed their lives. 

 

10th Edition Of Dhaka Literary Festival :- 

The 10th edition of the Dhaka Lit Fest (DLF) was held in 

Dhaka, Bangladesh from 05 January. The DLF was 

organised after a gap of three years due to the Corona 

pandemic. The DLF is one of the largest literary festivals 

of Bangladesh in which more than 500 literary 

personalities, film makers, artists and people from the 

field of science took part. State Minister for Cultural 

Affairs K M Khalid formally inaugurated the Lit Fest. 

Nobel Prize Winner for Literature Abdur Razzak Gurna 

and Amitav Ghosh spoke during the inaugural event.  

 

Indian Library Congress Inaugurated By Kerala CM 

Pinarayi Vijayan In Kannur :- 

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan recently 

inaugurated the Indian Library Congress at Kannur's 

Collectorate Ground. The event was organised in 

collaboration with Kannur University by the People's 

Mission for Social Development and the Library Council. 

Dr V Shivdan presided over the event, and Higher 

Education Minister Dr R Bindu announced the dedication 

of 100 new libraries to the Kannur district. The three-day 

congress was attended by approximately 3,000 

delegates from across the country. 

 

Second Phase of Sari Festival “VIRAASAT” in New 

Delhi :-  

The second phase of the Sari Festival “VIRAASAT”- 

Celebrating 75 handwoven Saris of India- began on 

January 3rd in New Delhi.   This phase is organized by 

Ministry of Textiles will conclude on 17 January.  The 

second phase, with 90 participants from across the 

country, will feature famous handcrafted Saris such as 

Tie and Dye, Chikan embroidered Saris, Hand Block Saris, 

Kalamkari printed Saris, Ajrakh, Kantha, and Phulkari. 

The first phase of “VIRAASAT”- started on 16th and 

concluded on 30th of December 2022. 
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108th Indian Science Congress Inaugurated By PM 

Modi :-  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi officially opened the 

108th Indian Science Congress via video conferencing. 

The five-day 108th session of ISC was organised by 

Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur University. This 

year's Indian Science Congress was themed 'Science and 

Technology for Sustainable Development with Women 

Empowerment,' and it celebrated the accomplishments 

of women scientists and young innovators from across 

the country. According to PM Modi, the country is now 

ranked 40th on the Global Innovation Index 2022. 

 

India Takes Over Leadership Of The Asian Pacific 

Postal Union :- 

From this month, India has assumed leadership of the 

Asian Pacific Postal Union (APPU), which has its 

headquarters in Bangkok, Thailand. Following the 

successful elections held during the 13th APPU Congress 

in Bangkok in August-September 2022, Dr. Vinaya 

Prakash Singh, former Member (Personnel), Postal 

Services Board, will take over the charge of the Union's 

Secretary General for a four-year term. The Asian Pacific 

Postal Union (APPU) is an intergovernmental 

organisation comprised of 32 Asian-Pacific member 

countries.  

 

First G-20 Meeting To Take Place In Puducherry On 

Jan 31 :- 

 The first G-20 meeting will be held in Puducherry on 

January 31, according to Puducherry Lieutenant 

Governor Dr. Tamilisai Soundararajan. Lieutenant 

Governor Dr. Tamilisai Soundararajan unveiled the G 20 

logo for the meeting at a ceremony in Gandhi Tidal 

Beach. Speaking at the event, Dr. Tamilisai thanked 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi for giving all states the 

opportunity to host G-20 meetings. In the presence of 

Chief Minister Rengasamy, she distributed stickers, 

posters, and badges, as well as inaugurated a selfie 

booth.  

 

Water Vision@2047: 1st All India Annual State 

Ministers Conference On Water :- 

In Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, the first  All India Annual 

States' Ministers Conference on "Water 

Vision@2047" was held. The two-day conference began 

with the Chief Guest and Dignitaries performing the 

auspicious 'Jal Kalash' ceremony. The ceremony was 

followed by a video message from Prime Minister Shri 
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Narendra Modi. The dignitaries unveiled the National 

Framework for the Reuse of Treated Waste Water, the 

National Framework for Sedimentation Management, 

and best practises under the Jal Shakti Abhiyan. 

 

Tamil Nadu Governor Inaugurated Octave 2023 At 

Thanjavur :- 

Octave 2023 is a festival organised by the South Zone 

Culture Centre in Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu, to promote 

indigenous art and culture in Northeast India. Octave 

2023 was inaugurated by Tamil Nadu Governor R N Ravi. 

The Governor of Tamil Nadu said that the perspective of 

the nation towards the Northeast has changed with the 

passage of time and the state have involved in the 

growth stories of India. The Northeast is moving towards 

development and advancement and is bubbling with 

capacities and aspirations.  
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PRACTICE QUESTIONS 
 

1. Which team bags Pro Kabaddi League 2022 

title at the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Indoor 

Stadium, Mumbai? 

A) Telugu Titans 

B) Jaipur Pink Panthers 

C) Dabang Delhi 

D) Bengaluru Bulls 

2. For non-compliance with directions on 

cyber security framework the RBI imposed a 

penalty of ₹2.66 crore on which of the 
following foreign bank’s India operations?  

A) Bank of Bahrain & Kuwait 

B) Citi Bank 

C) DBS Bank 

D) HSBC India 

3. For which of the following purpose India’s 
first-ever Surety Bond Insurance product 

from Bajaj Allianz was launched? 

A) Life Insurance 

B) Infrastructure Projects 

C) Agriculture 

D) Bank Guarantees 

4. Who among the following has authored a 

new book titled ‘The Indian Navy@75 
Reminiscing the Voyage’? 

A) Arita Banerjee 

B) Manoj Joshi 

C) Sangeeta Saxena 

D) Shweta Shegal 

5. India’s first Green Steel Brand “KALYANI 
FeRRESTA” was launched by which of the 
following minister? 

A) Ashwini Vaishnaw 

B) Jyotiraditya Scindia 

C) Pashu Pati Kumar Paras 

D) Ramchandra Prasad Singh 

6. In the 50th edition of Cape to Rio Race, 

which of the following vessel of the Indian 

Navy is set to participate? 

 

A) INSV Darshak  

B) INSV Sudarshini 

C) INSV Tarangini 

D) INSV Tarini 

7. In which of the following state/UT the 

Indian Railways completed the construction 

the longest ‘escape tunnel’ in India? 

A) Jammu and Kashmir 

B) Ladakh 

C) Odisha 

D) West Bengal 

8. In the International Feature film category, 

which of the following is India’s official entry 
for the 2023 Academy Awards? 

A) Brahmastra  

B) K.G.F: Chapter 2 

C) Chhello Show 
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D) Vikram 

9. Which of the following song was shortlisted 

in the ‘Best Original Song Category’ for the 
2023 Academy Awards? 

A) Doobey 

B) Gehraiyaan 

C) Kahani 

D) Naatu Naatu  

10. Who among the following was elected as 

the new Prime Minister of Fiji? 

A) Joko Widodo 

B) Naiqama Lalabalavu 

C) Sitiveni Rabuka 

D) Voreqe Frank Bainimarama 

11. Which of the following organisation will 

soon introduce “Bima Vahaks” in each Gram 
Panchayat?  

A) RBI 

B) SEBI 

C) SIDBI 

D) IRDAI 

12. To provide financial services to startups, 

which of the following bank has signed an MoU 

with Kerala Startup Mission (KSUM)? 

A) HDFC Bank 

B) ICICI Bank 

C) IDBI Bank 

D) YES Bank 

13. ____________ enabled its customers to pay 

customs duty online by going live on the 

Indian Customs Electronic Data Interchange 

Gateway (ICEGATE).  

A) ICICI Bank 

B) Karnataka Bank 

C) RBL Bank  

D) YES Bank 

14. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) gave in-

principle authorisation to which of the 

following digital payment company to act as 

Payment Aggregator (PA)? 

A) Worldline ePayments India  

B) Razorpay 

C) Paysharp 

D) Cashfree 

15. For advanced digital tools, which of the 

following company has signed an MoU with 

Cognizant? 

A) Garuda Aerospace Pvt Ltd  

B) Boeing India Pvt Ltd 

C) Aroon Aviation Services Pvt Ltd 

D) Airnetz Aviation Pvt Ltd 

16. Who among the following was appointed 

as the MD and CEO of SBI Funds Management 

Limited (SBIFML)? 

A) Shamsher Singh 

B) R. S. Srinivas Jain 

C) D.P. Singh 

D) Aparna Nirgude 

17. Who among the following won the silver 

medal, under 49 kg Women category, at the 

2022 IWF World Championships? 
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A) Mirabai Chanu 

B) Punam Yadav 

C) Kunjarani Devi 

D) Harjinder Kaur 

18. Who among the following won the 

“VinFuture Special Prize 2022”. 

A) Girish Patel 

B) Goldy Bahl 

C) Thalappil Pradeep 

D) Usha Prakash 

19. Who among the following was awarded the 

UNESCO’s fellowship of World Academy of 
Sciences (TWAS)? 

A) Suresh Bhargava 

B) Shakeel Ahmed 

C) K.S. Rangappa 

D) Anuradha Dube 

20. Who among the following was re-

appointed as the MD & CEO of Equitas Small 

Finance Bank? 

A) Narayanaswamy Balakrishnan 

B) Navin Avinashchander Puri 

C) P N Vasudevan  

D) Ramesh Rangan 

21. For Senior Citizens, which of the following 

insurance company launched ‘Respect Senior 
Care Rider’? 

A) Aditya Birla General Insurance Company 

B) Bajaj Allianz General Insurance Company 

C) Care Health General Insurance Company 

D) Edelweiss General Insurance Company 

22. Cricket Australia has named Australia's 

men's Test Player of the Year award after 

which of the following cricketer? 

A) Andrew Symonds 

B) Phillip Hughes 

C) Ricky Ponting 

D) Shane Warne 

23. Who among the following authored the 

book "Forks in the Road: My Days at RBI and 

Beyond"? 

A) Tamal Bandyopadhyay 

B) Swaminathan Gurumurthy 

C) Raghuram Rajan 

D) C Rangarajan  

24. Which of the following moved its advanced 

supervising monetary system to ‘Daksh’ from 
January 1, 2023? 

A) SEBI 

B) SBI 

C) RBI 

D) NITI Aayog 

25. Who among the following was appointed 

as the Chief Executive Officer and Chairman of 

the railway board? 

A) Anil Kumar Lahoti 

B) Ashwani Sharan 

C) Pankaj Singh 

D) V.K. Tripathi 
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26. For implementation of Early Warning 

System for Vulnerable Hydro Projects and 

Power Stations, which organisation has 

recently signed an MoU with the Ministry of 

Power? 

A) DRDO 

B) HAL 

C) ISRO 

D) ONGC 

27. In which of the following city the 10th 

edition of the North East Festival was 

celebrated? 

A) Shillong 

B) New Delhi 

C) Imphal 

D) Guwahati 

28. For people with acute cardiac problems, 

which of the following institutions has 

recently developed artificial heart? 

A) AIIMS 

B) IISc Bangalore 

C) IIT Kanpur 

D) IIT-BHU 

29. To develop hyperloop technology, which 

of the following company has signed an 

agreement with the TuTr Hyperloop? 

A) Essar Steel India Limited 

B) Hindalco Industries Limited 

C) JSW Steel Limited 

D) Tata Steel Limited 

30. Who among the following was appointed 

as Chairman of the National Highways 

Authority of India (NHAI)? 

A) Subhasish Panda  

B) Santosh Kumar Yadav 

C) Hitesh Kumar S Makwana 

D) Ganji Kamala V Rao 

31. To undertake a TB elimination project in 

Uttar Pradesh & Chhattisgarh, which of the 

following company has signed an MoU with 

the Central Tuberculosis (TB) Division (CTD)? 

A) Oil and Natural Gas Corporation 

B) Indian Oil Corporation Limited 

C) Hindustan Petroleum Limited 

D) Bharat Petroleum Limited 

32. Which of the following state government 

and the Centre has signed a ‘Cessation of 
Operation Agreement’ with Zeliangrong 
United Front (ZUF)? 

A) Arunachal Pradesh 

B) Assam 

C) Manipur 

D) Tripura 

33. Which of the following state’s Department 
of Information and Public Relations (DIPR) 

was recently honoured with the “Effective 

Government Communication Award”? 

A) Andhra Pradesh 

B) Gujarat 

C) Kerala 

D) Rajasthan  
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34. Who among the following was re-

appointed as the MD and CEO of Suryoday 

Small Finance Bank (SFB)?  

A) Baskar Babu Ramachandran 

B) G. V. Alankara 

C) P. Surendra Pai 

D) P. S. Jagdish 

35. Kirloskar Systems Pvt. Ltd. (KSPL) has 

appointed who among the following as the 

director on the board of KSPL's joint-venture 

companies?  

A) Ajay Kumar Dua 

B) K. Srinivasan 

C) Manasi Tata  

D) Nalini Venkatesh 

36. Farhaan Behardien of which of the 

following country has recently announced his 

retirement from international cricket?  

A) Australia 

B) New Zealand 

C) South Africa 

D) Sri Lanka 

37. Which of the following state government 

has implemented ‘India’s 1st Nilgiri Tahr 
Project’? 

A) Andhra Pradesh 

B) Karnataka 

C) Kerala 

D) Tamil Nadu 

38. Which of the following ministry has 

recently launched the G-20 Digital Innovation 

Alliance (G20-DIA) program in New Delhi, 

Delhi?  

A) Ministry of Science and Technology  

B) Ministry of Home Affairs 

C) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

D) Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology 

39. Who among the following was appointed 

as the new United Nations Coordinator for the 

Black Sea Grain Initiative? 

A) Abdullah Abdul Samad Dashti  

B) Amir Mahmoud Abdulla  

C) Kevin Donegan  

D) Navdeep Singh Suri  

40. Which of the following state government 

has approved Rs 367.19 crore for 

Empowerment of Women in Agriculture for 

five years? 

A) Madhya Pradesh 

B) Maharashtra 

C) Odisha 

D) Uttar Pradesh  

41. From which of the following orgnaisation, 

the Maha Metro Corporation raised a loan of 

Rs. 3,586 crore for the second phase of its 

Metro project in Nagpur? 

A) European Investment Bank 

B) Asian Development Bank 

C) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

D) Both A & B 
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42. To pay 3 EMIs of the customer in case of 

hospitalization for over five days, which of the 

following health insurance company has 

collaborated with the Swara Fincare Limited? 

A) Aditya Birla Health Insurance 

B) Bajaj Allianz Health Insurance 

C) Bharti AXA Health Insurance 

D) Niva Bupa Health Insurance 

43. Benjamin Netanyahu was sworn in as the 

Prime Minister of which of the following 

country for the sixth time?  

A) Israel 

B) Jordan 

C) Kenya 

D) Uganda 

44. From which of the following aircraft, the 

Indian Air Force (IAF) successfully test-fired 

the extended range version of BrahMos air 

missile? 

A) Sukhoi-30 MKI  

B) Mikoyan MiG-31 

C) HAL Tejas 

D) Dassault Mirage 2000 

45. Union Minister of Road Transport and 

Highways of India, Nitin Gadkari has recently 

inaugurated the New Zuari Bridge in which of 

the following state? 

A) Goa 

B) Gujarat 

C) Madhya Pradesh 

D) Uttarakhand 

46. To launch co-brand credit cards, which of 

the following bank has partnered with SBI 

Card? 

A) Punjab & Sind Bank 

B) Bank of India 

C) Canara Bank 

D) Union Bank of India 

47. To transfer the Mutual Funds schemes to 

LIC Mutual Fund (MF), which of the following 

bank has signed a Scheme Transfer 

Agreement (STA)? 

A) HDFC Bank 

B) ICICI Bank  

C) IDBI Bank 

D) YES Bank 

48. At the International Olympiad of Financial 

Security, which bank has won EAG Laureate 

Award? 

A) Canara Bank  

B) Indian Bank 

C) Bank of Baroda 

D) State Bank of India 

49. Which of the following bank has re-

appointed Suresh Kishinchand Khatanhar as 

the deputy managing director (DMD) on the 

board of the bank? 

A) HDFC Bank  

B) ICICI Bank 

C) IDBI Bank 

D) YES Bank 
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50. Which state recently became the first state 

in the country to pass the Lokayukta Bill? 

A) Gujarat 

B) Himachal Pradesh  

C) Maharashtra 

D) Tamil Nadu 

51. To improve its power distribution 

network the Tripura government has signed 

an agreement of Rs 2, 275 crores with which of 

the following organization? 

A) ADB 

B) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

C) IMF 

D) World Bank 

52. Who among the following is the 39th 

President of Brazil? 

A) Lula da Silva 

B) Josh Sera 

C) Jair Bolsonaro 

D) Geraldo Alckmin 

53. Who among the following was appointed 

as the MD and CEO of Indian Overseas Bank 

(IOB)? 

A) Sanjay Vinayak Mudaliar 

B) S Srimathy  

C) Partha Pratim Sengupta 

D) Ajay Kumar Srivastava 

54. Who among the following won India’s 1st 
ever Silver Medal in the World Blitz 

Championship 2022? 

A) Divya Deshmukh 

B) Koneru Humpy 

C) Priyanka Nutakki 

D) Tania Sachdev 

55. Who among the following was recently 

became India’s 78th Grandmaster (GM)? 

A) Aditya Mittal 

B) Koustav Chatterjee 

C) Pranav Anand  

D) V Pranav 

56. Which of the following insurance company 

has recently signed the corporate agency 

agreement with Sundaram Finance? 

A) Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance  

B) HDFC Standard Life Insurance  

C) LIC 

D) Niva Bupa Health Insurance  

57. Who among the following was recently 

appointed as the interim Chief Executive 

Officer (CEO) of BharatPe? 

A) Ankur Jain 

B) Nalin Negi 

C) Nishant Jain 

D) Shashvat Nakrani 

58. Which among the following is the India’s 
first human space flight, which is set be 

launched in 2024? 

A) Gaganyaan 

B) Chandrayaan-3 

C) Mangalyaan 2 
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D) Shukrayaan 

59. For which among the following the 

Election Commission has proposed 

introduction of ‘remote voting’? 

A) Indian Diplomats in Foreign Countries  

B) International Migrants in India 

C) Non Resident Indians 

D) Domestic Migrants 

60. The information commission of which of 

the following state is the worst performing in 

RTI responsiveness? 

A) Uttar Pradesh  

B) Tamil Nadu 

C) Punjab 

D) Kerala 

61. In December 2022, how much gross GST 

revenue was collected?  

A) Rs 1.55 lakh cr 

B) Rs 1.52 lakh cr 

C) Rs 1.51 lakh cr 

D) Rs 1.49 lakh cr 

62. Which edition of Dhaka Literary Festival 

(DLF) was recently organised in Bangladesh? 

A) 6th 

B) 5th 

C) 12th 

D) 10th 

63. In which of the following state the Union 

Home Minister Amit Shah has laid the 

foundation stone of the Central Detective 

Training Institute (CDTI)? 

A) Assam 

B) Rajasthan 

C) Karnataka 

D) West Bengal 

64. When the Global Family Day was 

observed? 

A) 04 January  

B) 03 January 

C) 02 January 

D) 01 January 

65. Where did the Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi have virtually inaugurated the Dr. 

Syama Prasad Mookerjee National Institute of 

Water and Sanitation (SPM-NIWAS)?  

A) Delhi 

B) Kolkata 

C) Mumbai 

D) Surat  

66. President Draupadi Murmu inaugurated 

the 18th National Scout and Guide Jamboree 

in which of the following state? 

A) Bihar 

B) Gujarat 

C) Karnataka 

D) Rajasthan 

67. Who among the following recently became 

the fastest bowler in India? 

A) Jaspreet Bumrah 
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B) Mohammed Shami 

C) Navdeep Saini 

D) Umran Malik 

68. Who among the following is the first 

female officer to be appointed in the Siachen 

Battlefield? 

A) Arti Shah 

B) Puja Singh 

C) Shiva Chouhan  

D) Shivani Singh 

69. Who among the following was appointed 

as the new managing director of LG 

Electronics India Pvt Ltd? 

A) Harshit Srivastava 

B) Hong Ju Jeon 

C) Ku Kuang-Mo 

D) Lalit Sethi 

70. In which of the following state the Chief 

Minister's Residential Land Rights Scheme 

was launched? 

A) Haryana 

B) Madhya Pradesh 

C) Punjab  

D) Uttar Pradesh 

 

71. Which of the following state recorded the 

highest unemployment rate in December 

2022? 

A) Andhra Pradesh 

B) Bihar 

C) Haryana 

D) Uttar Pradesh 

72. To introduce first-of-its-kind multi-

branded credit cards, which bank has 

partnered with the British Airways Executive 

Club and Qatar Airways Privilege Club? 

A) Axis Bank 

B) IndusInd Bank 

C) ICICI Bank 

D) YES Bank 

73. Which of the following finance company 

has recently applied for Universal Bank 

License to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)? 

A) Annapurna Finance Pvt Ltd  

B) Asirvad Micro Finance Ltd 

C) Muthoot Finance Ltd 

D) Repco Micro Finance Ltd 

74. To empower Space technology startups in 

India, which of the following company has 

signed an MoU with the Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO)? 

A) Infosys Limited 

B) Microsoft  

C) Tata Consultancy Services 

D) Wipro Limited 

75. Who among the following became the 1st 

female cricketer to get a bronze statue at the 

Sydney Cricket Ground (SCG)? 

A) Alyssa Healy 

B) Belinda Clark  

C) Beth Mooney 
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D) Grace Harris 

 

76. In which of the following country the 

Pokhara Regional International Airport 

(PRIA) was inaugurated? 

A) Bangladesh 

B) Bhutan 

C) Nepal 

D) Sri Lanka 

77. Odisha recently won the UN-Habitat's 

World Habitat Awards 2023 for which of the 

following mission? 

A) Amnesty scheme 

B) Biju Swastya Kalyan Yojana 

C) Jaga Mission 

D) Kaliya mission 

78. Which of the following cricketer broke the 

record of the highest test centuries held by Sir 

Donald Bradman?  

A) David Warner 

B) Steve Smith 

C) Travis Head 

D) Usman Khawaja 

79. Who among the following was elected as 

the speaker of the Himachal Pradesh 

Assembly? 

A) Virbhadra Singh 

B) Sushil Singh Rajput  

C) Sunil Jakhar 

D) Kuldeep Singh Pathania 

80. In which of the following state/UT the 

Bailey Suspension Bridge was inaugurated? 

A) Karnataka  

B) Jammu and Kashmir 

C) Assam 

D) Arunachal Pradesh 

81. Where did the India’s First Festival of 
Inclusion “Purple Fest: Celebrating Diversity” 
was held? 

 

A) Goa 

B) Jammu and Kashmir 

C) Ladakh 

D) Maharashtra 

82. Who among the following has recently 

launched the themes, logo, and website of 

Youth 20 (Y20) Summit? 

A) Subrahmanyam Jaishankar 

B) Arjun Munda 

C) Anurag Singh Thakur 

D) Amit Shah 

83. Who among the following received a 

Lifetime Achievement Award at the 15th 

edition of the Jaipur International Film 

Festival?  

A) Amitabh Bachchan 

B) Subhash Ghai 

C) Nandita Das 

D) Aparna Sen  
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84. Which of the following Payments Bank has 

appointed Surinder Chawla as its managing 

director (MD) and chief executive officer 

(CEO)?   

A) Airtel Payments Bank  

B) Fino Payments Bank 

C) India Post Payment Bank 

D) Paytm Payments Bank 

85. To promote development of SME, which of 

the following state government has signed an 

MoU with Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE)? 

A) Goa 

B) Gujarat 

C) Maharashtra 

D) Uttar Pradesh 

86. Which of the following state recently 

became the first state in India to go fully 

digital in its banking service? 

A) Delhi 

B) Gujarat 

C) Kerala 

D) Maharashtra 

87. Which of the following country became the 

world’s third-largest auto market in 2022, as 

per the Nikkei Asia report?  

A) Australia 

B) Germany 

C) India 

D) Russia 

88. ODP Corporation has selected which of the 

following company as its primary IT partner? 

A) Cognizant Technology Solutions 

B) HCL Technologies Limited 

C) Infosys Limited 

D) Tata Consultancy Services 

89. Which of the following are the Mascots of 

5th edition of Khelo India Youth Games 

(KIYG)? 

A) Ammu & Rongmon 

B) Asha & Mowgli 

C) Jaya & Vijay 

D) Veera & Dhakad 

90. Cricketer Dwaine Pretorius of which of the 

following country has recently announced his 

retirement?  

A) Australia  

B) New Zealand 

C) South Africa 

D) Zimbabwe 

91. Which Indian public sector bank has 

received RBI approval to hold special rupee 

Vostro accounts for three Sri Lankan banks? 

A) State Bank of India 

B) Canara Bank 

C) Punjab National Bank 

D) Indian Bank 

92. Who composed the Golden Globe Award-

winning song "Naato Naato" from the film 

RRR? 

A) Rahul Sipligunj 

B) Chandrabose 
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C) A.R. Rehman 

D) MM Keeravani 

93. Who among the following was awarded the 

ICC Men’s Player of the Month for December 
2022? 

A) Travis Head 

B) Suryakumar Yadav 

C) Harry Brook 

D) Babar Azam 

94. Which of the following is the most polluted 

city in India according to the Central Pollution 

Control Board (CPCB) report? 

A) Delhi 

B) Ghaziabad 

C) Gurugram 

D) Patna  

95. Ashleigh Gardner of which of the following 

country won the ICC Women’s Player of the 
Month for December 2022? 

A) South Africa 

B) New Zealand  

C) England 

D) Australia 

96. ReNew Power has installed India’s first 3x-

platform wind turbine generators (WTGs) in 

which of the following city? 

A) Gadag, Karnataka 

B) Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh 

C) Patan, Gujarat 

D) Pune, Maharashtra 

97. Which of the following insurance company 

has partnered with Clootrack, a Kochi-based 

start-up for customer experience analytics? 

A) Bajaj Allianz General Insurance 

B) Kotak Mahindra General Insurance 

C) Cholamandalam General Insurance 

D) ICICI Lombard General Insurance 

98. To boost the usage of drones in agriculture 

sector, which of the following company has 

signed an MoU with Rallis India Limited? 

A) Garuda Aerospace Pvt Ltd  

B) Boeing India Pvt Ltd 

C) Aroon Aviation Services Pvt Ltd 

D) Airnetz Aviation Pvt Ltd 

99. Who among the following was re-

appointed as the Deputy Governor of the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI)? 

A) Anand Sinha  

B) Michael Patra 

C) Shyamala Gopinath 

D) Urjit R. Patel 

100. To boost security for women, which of the 

following state launched a new vehicle 

location control centre and mobile app?  

A) Andhra Pradesh 

B) Assam 

C) Maharashtra 

D) West Bengal  

101. In which of the following state the 

International Kite Festival 2023 was held? 
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A) Uttar Pradesh 

B) Rajasthan 

C) Maharashtra 

D) Gujarat 

102. Which of the following university bags 

the ‘Overall Championship’ at the 36th Inter 
University South Zone Youth Festival in 

Tirupati? 

A) Mahatma Gandhi University 

B) Sri Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit 

C) University of Kerala 

D) Yogi Vemana University 

103. Who among the following recently won 

the maiden Dr Patangrao Kadam Memorial 

Award? 

A) Venkaiah Naidu  

B) Ratan Tata 

C) Gautham Adani 

D) Adar Poonwalla 

104. The World Hindi Conference 2023 is set 

to be organized in which of the following 

country? 

A) Tonga  

B) New Zealand 

C) Hawaii 

D) Fiji 

105. _____________ state has passed a bill to 

provide women of the state the legal right of 

30% reservation in public services and posts. 

A) Kerala 

B) Rajasthan 

C) Tamil Nadu 

D) Uttarakhand 

106. Tata Power will set up India's first solar 

plant for housing society in which of the 

following city?  

A) Ahmedabad 

B) Bhopal 

C) Mumbai 

D) Pune 

107. According to the World Bank, what is the 

expected economic growth of India in the 

financial year 2023-24?  

A) 7.7 % 

B) 7.0 % 

C) 6.6 % 

D) 5.5 % 

108. Which of the following state recently got 

recognition from the centre for its Year of 

Enterprises project?  

A) Gujarat 

B) Maharashtra 

C) Rajasthan 

D) Kerala  

109. Singer Lisa Marie Presley of which of the 

following country has passed away recently? 

A) U.S.A 

B) Italy 

C) Germany 

D) England 
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110. Who among the following was appointed 

as the new Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the 

Cognizant? 

A) Jane Fraser 

B) Oliver Gypsy 

C) Ravi Kumar 

D) Shantanu Narayen 

111. In which of the following city the Union 

Minister Shri Sarbananda Sonowal 

inaugurated the School of Logistics, 

Waterways and Communication? 

A) Agartala 

B) Chennai 

C) Guwahati 

D) Panaji 

112. In association with National e-

Governance Services Limited (NeSL) which of 

the following bank has launched e-Bank 

Guarantee (e-BG) facility?  

A) Bank of Baroda 

B) Canara Bank 

C) ICICI Bank 

D) SBI 

113. Which of the following state has signed 

MoUs with chapters of eight countries of 

Global Organization of People of Indian Origin 

(GOPIO)? 

A) Gujarat 

B) Madhya Pradesh 

C) Punjab 

D) Rajasthan 

114. Who was appointed as the president of 

the COP28 climate conference? 

A) Alok Kumar Sharma 

B) Carolina Schmidt 

C) Sameh Shoukry 

D) Sultan al-Jaber 

115. Which state celebrates Mongeet festival 

annually? 

A) Arunachal Pradesh 

B) Assam 

C) Karnataka  

D) Kerala 

116. Which of the following bank has signed a 

bancassurance partnership with Aditya Birla 

Health Insurance Co. Ltd. (ABHICL)? 

A) Bank of India 

B) Canara Bank 

C) Punjab & Sind Bank 

D) Union Bank of India 

117. Which of the following country has 

recently launched the world’s first 
agriculture-focused satellite named ‘AgriSAT-

1 /ZA 008’? 

A) Australia 

B) Russia 

C) South Africa 

D) USA 

118. Which of the following Payments Bank 

has recently received RBI approval to operate 

as Bharat Bill Payment Operating Unit 

(BBPOU)? 
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A) Airtel Payments Bank 

B) Fino Payments Bank 

C) India Post Payments Bank 

D) Paytm Payments Bank 

119. Which of the following country recently 

became India’s fourth-largest trading 

partner? 

A) Australia 

B) China 

C) Japan 

D) Russia 

120. To help farmers in availing low interest-

rate loans, which of the following bank has 

signed an MoU with the Warehousing 

Development and Regulatory Authority 

(WDRA)? 

A) Bank of Baroda 

B) Bank of India 

C) State Bank of India  

D) Union Bank of India 

121. The 2nd phase of Saansad Khel 

Mahakumbh was held in which of the 

following city? 

A) Basti 

B) Jhansi 

C) Kanpur 

D) Varanasi 

122. Which of the following oganisation 

released the ‘Rural Health Statistics report’? 

A) AIIMS 

B) IMA 

C) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

D) NITI Aayog 

123. Who among the following was appointed 

as the Deputy National Security Adviser of 

India? 

A) Alkesh Kumar Sharma 

B) Pankaj Kumar Singh 

C) Ajit Dhobal 

D) Brijesh Mishra  

124. The first G20 Health Working Group 

under India’s G20 presidency was held in 
which of the following city? 

A) Ahmedabad 

B) Guwahati 

C) Srinagar 

D) Thiruvananthapuram  

125. Indo-Russian Rifles Private Limited 

(IRRPL) has started producing AK-203 

Kalashnikov assault rifles in which of the 

following state recently? 

A) Gujarat 

B) Madhya Pradesh  

C) Maharashtra 

D) Uttar Pradesh 

126. To improve security, whose armed force 

initiated the "Ops Alert" exercise? 

E) Border Security Force 

F) Indo-Tibetan Border Police Force 

G) Central Railway Protection Force 
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H) Central Industrial Security Force 

127. What does the "India International 

Science Festival" have as its theme? 

E) Bharat Vigyan 

F) Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav 

G) Marching towards Amrit Kaal with Science, 

Technology, and Innovation 

H) Innovation for Sustainable Development 

128. Which Union Ministry published the 

"Endorsements Know-hows!" guide for social 

media influencers, celebrities, and virtual 

influencers? 

E) Ministry of External Affairs 

F) Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 

Distribution 

G) Ministry of Defence 

H) Ministry of Home Affairs 

129. The first G20 Health Working Group 

under India’s G20 presidency was held in 
which of the following city? 

E) Ahmedabad 

F) Guwahati 

G) Srinagar 

H) Thiruvananthapuram  

130. What is the name of the Indigenous 

mobile operating system developed by IIT 

Madras? 

E) IndOS 

F) MadrasOS 

G) TamilOS 

H) BharOS 

131. Viktor Axelsen won the Malaysia Open 

Super 1000 men’s singles titles held in Kuala 
Lumpur. 

A) Viktor Axelsen 

B) Seo Seung Jae 

C) Kodai Naraoka 

D) Kang Min Hyuk 

132. By which year the entire country is set to 

covered by the Doppler weather radar 

network? 

A) 2027 

B) 2026 

C) 2025 

D) 2024 

133. Which country is set to receive a donation 

of 12,500 doses of pentavalent vaccines from 

India? 

A) Zimbabwe 

B) Sudan 

C) Ghana 

D) Cuba 

134. For his autobiography 

‘Oranweshananthinte Katha’, which among 

the following author has received the first-

ever Federal Bank Literary Award 2022? 

A) K Venu 

B) Mukul Rohatgi 

C) Pradeep Kharola 

D) R Venkataramani 

135. Gogoro and Belrise along with which of 

the following state signed $2.5 billion 
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agreement to develop Battery-swapping 

infrastructure? 

A) Telangana 

B) Maharashtra 

C) Kerala  

D) Bihar 

136. To provide financial assistance to the 

dealers of SAIL across India, which of the 

following bank has recently signed an MoU 

with the Steel Authority of India Limited 

(SAIL)? 

A) Axis Bank 

B) ICICI Bank 

C) RBL Bank 

D) South Indian Bank 

137. Who among the following became the 1st 

IAF Woman Fighter Pilot to participate in 

aerial wargames abroad? 

A) Bhawana Kanth 

B) Mohana Singh Jitarwal 

C) Avani Chaturvedi 

D) Shaliza Dhami 

138. Which of the following bank was awarded 

the ‘Best Small Bank award’ in the best banks 
survey for the year 2022 by Business Today-

KPMG (BT-KPMG Best banks survey)? 

A) Dhanlaxmi Bank  

B) IndusInd Bank 

C) Tamilnad Mercantile Bank 

D) Yes Bank 

139. Nguyen Xuan Phuc, President of which of 

the following country has announced his 

resignation recently? 

A) Nepal 

B) Vietnam 

C) Singapore  

D) Thailand 

140. Under Schedule III of the Wildlife 

(Protection) Act, 1972 which of the following 

plant species was recently listed in the 

protected plants list? 

A) Canna Lily 

B) Neelakurinji  

C) Paper Plant 

D) Royal Purple Plant  

141. Which of the following bank became 

India’s first public sector bank to launch 
credit cards for its fixed deposit customers? 

A) Bank of Baroda 

B) Indian Bank 

C) Punjab National Bank 

D) Union Bank of India 

142. According to EY report, by which year 

India's economy will reach the mark of USD 26 

trillion? 

A) 2025 

B) 2030 

C) 2040 

D) 2047 



VASHISHTH ACADEMY www.vashishthacademy.com 

 

2ND FLOOR, OPPOSITE GOVT. COLLEGE FOR BOYS COLLEGE ROAD. LDH. / 36 PUDA MARKET. FIELD GANJ NEAR CIVIL HOSPITAL LDH 

 

110 

143. Who among the following was elected as 

the Executive Director (ED) of the United 

Nations Environment Program (UNEP)? 

A) Alexander Juras 

B) Inger Andersen 

C) Radhika Ochalik 

D) Sianga Abilio 

144. Who among the following bags the 

Bahrain’s ISA award for Service to Humanity? 

A) Malik Y. Kahook 

B) Dr. Sanduk Ruit 

C) Donald Tan  

D) Carol Shields 

145. Who among the following was appointed 

as the director of the National Health 

Authority? 

A) Praveen Sharma  

B) Mukesh Kumar Khetan 

C) Dr. R.S Sharma 

D) Dr. Indu Bhusan 

 

146. To highlight the role of rivers, ports, and 

shipping, who among the following recently 

launched “Bharat Pravah – India along its 

shores” initiative? 

A) Giriraj Singh 

B) Kiren Rijiju 

C) Pashu Pati Kumar Paras 

D) Sarbananda Sonowal 

147. Indian Army along with which of the 

following country recently conducted the 1st 

edition of the Exercise Cyclone-I? 

A) Egypt 

B) Kazakhstan 

C) Mongolia 

D) Thailand 

148. The Life Insurance Corporation of India 

(LIC) has recently launched which of the 

following guaranteed return life insurance 

plan?  

A) Jeevan Azad 

B) Jeevan Bima 

C) Jeevan Lakshya 

D) Jeevan Tarun 

149. To provide loans on lifestyle products, 

which of the following company has partnered 

with Paytail Commerce Private Limited 

(Paytail)? 

A) Aditya Birla Finance Limited 

B) Bajaj Finance Limited 

C) HDB Financial Services Limited 

D) Mahindra & Mahindra Financial Services Limited 

150. Which of the following Small Finance 

Bank won the prestigious Inclusive Finance 

India Awards 2022? 

A) Capital Small Finance Bank 

B) ESAF Small Finance Bank 

C) Ujjivan Small Finance Bank 

D) Utkarsh Small Finance Bank 
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ANSWERS 
 

1) Correct Answer: B  

Jaipur Pink Panthers defeated a formidable Puneri 

Paltan 33-29 to win their second Pro Kabaddi 

League title after eight years at NSCI Dome, Sardar 

Vallabhbhai Patel Indoor Stadium, Mumbai. 

2) Correct Answer:  A  

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed a monetary penalty of ₹2.66 crore on Bank of 
Bahrain & Kuwait BSC, India Operations (the 

bank) for non-compliance with directions issued by RBI on “Cyber Security Framework in Banks”. 
3) Correct Answer: B  The country’s first ever ‘Surety Bond Insurance’ 

product developed by Bajaj Allianz General 

Insurance was launched by Nitin Gadkari, Union 

Minister of Road Transport & Highways. Surety 

Bond Insurance — which will help replace bank 

guarantees — is expected to optimise capital for contractors while giving a fillip to the country’s 
infrastructure sector. 

4) Correct Answer: A  

Commodore Ranjit B Rai (Retd) and defence 

journalist Aritra Banerjee has co-authored a new book titled ‘The Indian Navy@75 Reminiscing the Voyage’. The book also tells us how the exploits 
and sacrifices of the British-era Royal Indian Navy 

(RIN) during World War 2 were omitted by British historians who could not digest the RIN’s mutiny 
in 1946. 

5) Correct Answer: B  

Steel Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia launched 

India's first Green Steel Brand - KALYANI 

FeRRESTA in New Delhi. This first-of-its-kind steel 

has been manufactured by a Pune-based Steel 

company, Kalyani group. 

6) Correct Answer: D   

Indian Naval Sailing Vessel (INSV) Tarini is set for 

participating in the 50th edition of Cape to Rio 

Race 2023. The ocean sailing race will be flagged 

off from Cape Town on January 2, 2023, and will 

culminate at Rio de Janeiro in Brazil. 

7) Correct Answer:  A  

The Indian Railways recently completed a tunnel 

on the 111 km under-construction Banihal-Katra 

section of the Udhampur Srinagar Baramulla Rail 

Link (USBRL) in Jammu and Kashmir. The 12.89 km tunnel is touted as the longest ‘escape tunnel’ 
of India. 

8) Correct Answer: C  Pan Nalin's ‘Last Film Show’ (‘Chhello Show’) is 
India's Official Entry to the Best International 

Feature Film category at the 95th Academy 

Awards. The film stars Bhavin Rabari, Richa 

Meena, Bhavesh Shrimali, Dipen Raval, Rahul Koli 

and Vikas Bata, and is produced by Roy Kapur 

Films. 

9) Correct Answer: D India’s official entry for the 2023 Academy Awards under the “Best Original Song category” the song 

Naatu Naatu from the film RRR is the first Indian 

song to be shortlisted for the Oscars.  

10) Correct Answer: C  Sitiveni Rabuka has become Fiji’s 12th prime 
minister, ending a tense political stalemate that 

had gripped the small Pacific island nation in the 

days following an undecisive election outcome in 

December 2022. 

11) Correct Answer: D  

To enhance the insurance force in India, the 

Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority 

of India (IRDAI) will soon introduce "Bima 

Vahaks" in each gram panchayat, Rakesh Joshi, a 

member of the insurance regulatory body, said. 

12) Correct Answer:  A  

HDFC Bank signed a fresh Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with Kerala Startup 

Mission, the nodal agency of the Government of 

Kerala to engage more deeply with the start-up 
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community and to promote entrepreneurship in 

the state. 

13) Correct Answer: B  

Karnataka Bank has announced that it has gone 

live in the Indian Customs Electronic Data 

Interchange Gateway (ICEGATE), the national 

portal of Indian Customs of Central Board of 

Indirect Taxes and Customs, enabling its 

customers to pay customs duty online. 

14) Correct Answer: C  

Fintech startup Paysharp has received an in-

principle authorisation from the Reserve Bank Of 

India (RBI) to act as a payment aggregator (PA), 

the startup said in a media statement on 

December 26. 

15) Correct Answer: A  

IT major Cognizant has signed an MoU with 

Chennai-based drone startup, Garuda Aerospace 

to fit advanced digital capabilities on its drones. 

The partnership aims at bringing innovative 

solutions at scale for enterprises looking to 

achieve greater agility, productivity, and high 

return on investment.   

16) Correct Answer: A  

SBI Funds Management Ltd said it has appointed 

Shamsher Singh as managing director and chief 

executive officer of the company. Singh, who was 

deputy managing director at State Bank of India 

(SBI), has taken over the charge from Vinay M 

Tonse following his repatriation to the public 

sector lender. 

17) Correct Answer:  A 

Olympic silver medallist Mirabai Chanu defied a wrist issue to secure a silver medal in the women’s 
49kg category at the World weightlifting 

championships in Bogota, Colombia. Mirabai lifted 

87kg in snatch and 113kg in clean and jerk to total 

200kg and win her second medal in the World 

championships. 

18) Correct Answer: C  

Indian scientist, Prof. Thalappil Pradeep, Indian 

Institute of Technology, Madras received 

VinFuture special prize on 20th Dec. 2022 in Hanoi 

for innovation of a low-cost filtration system to 

remove arsenic and other heavy metals from 

groundwater. 

19) Correct Answer: C  

Mysuru-based scientist K S Rangappa has been 

awarded a fellowship of The World Academy of 

Sciences (TWAS), a programme unit of UNESCO. 

Rangappa, who was also vice-chancellor of 

University of Mysore (UoM) and Karnataka State 

Open University, is specialised in Chemical 

Biology-Drug Discovery. 

20) Correct Answer: C  

After announcing earlier in 2022 that he would 

step down from his post, P.N. Vasudevan, founder 

of Equitas said that he decided to continue as 

managing director and chief executive officer of 

Equitas Small Finance Bank. 

21) Correct Answer: B  

The Bajaj Allianz General Insurance Company has 

announced the launch of 'Respect Senior Care 

Rider'. It provides all-round coverage for the 

ageing population by offering them health 

assistance and addressing the common worries of 

senior citizens. 

22) Correct Answer:  D 

Australia's men's Test Player of the Year award 

has been renamed to honour legendary spinner 

Shane Warne, the country's cricket board 

announced. The Shane Warne Men's Test Player of 

the Year award will be presented annually at the 

Australian Cricket Awards. 

23) Correct Answer: D  

"Forks in the Road: My Days at RBI and Beyond" 

book was written by C Rangarajan. It was 

published by the Penguin Business (Penguin 

Group). The book is the memoir of Dr. C. 

Rangarajan, an Indian economist, former Member 

of Parliament, and the 19th Governor of the RBI. 

24) Correct Answer: D 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has moved its 

advanced supervising monetary system to DAKSH 

from January 1, 2023, as part of efforts to 

streamline reporting, enhance efficiency, and 
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automate the fraud management process, the 

central bank said in a notification. 

25) Correct Answer: A  

The former General Manager of Central Railway, 

Anil Kumar Lahoti has been appointed as the Chief 

Executive Officer and Chairman of the Railway 

Board. Lahoti belongs to the 1984 batch of Indian 

Railway Service of Engineers (IRSE), and his 

appointment is a part of an overhaul at the top 

management of the railway board. 

26) Correct Answer: A 

Power Ministry and the Defence Research and 

Development Organisation, DRDO, have signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding, MOU, for 

implementation of Early Warning System for 

Vulnerable Hydro Projects and Power Stations. 

27) Correct Answer:  B  

After a two-year hiatus, the 10th edition of the 

North East Festival (NEF) was recently held at the 

Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in Delhi. The festival 

was celebrated to promote the North East region's 

diverse life, culture, traditions, and tourism.  

28) Correct Answer: C 

IIT Kanpur is ready with an artificial heart that 

would be of great help to people with acute cardiac 

problems. IIT Kanpur Director, Abhay Karandikar, 

said that the trial on animals would begin in 2023. 

29) Correct Answer: D 

Tata Steel and TuTr Hyperloop have signed a 

memorandum of agreement (MoA) at IIT Madras, 

to jointly work on the development and 

deployment of hyperloop technology at scale. The 

main research areas will focus on key challenges 

of design and materials selection. 

30) Correct Answer: B 

The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) 

has appointed Santosh Kumar Yadav, a 1995-

batch Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer 

of the Uttar Pradesh cadre, as chairman, according 

to a personnel ministry order. 

31) Correct Answer: B 

Indian Oil Corp. Ltd. has signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with the Central TB Division 

(CTD) under the Union health ministry and the 

states of Uttar Pradesh and Chhattisgarh to 

undertake intensified tuberculosis (TB) 

elimination project, as part of its activities. 

32) Correct Answer:  C 

The Centre and Manipur government have signed 

a Cessation of Operation Agreement with 

Zeliangrong United Front (ZUF), an insurgent 

group of Manipur, in New Delhi. The agreement 

provides for the rehabilitation and resettlement of 

the armed cadres. 

33) Correct Answer: D 

Rajasthan government's Department of 

Information and Public Relations (DIPR) has been 

honoured with the "Effective Government 

Communication Award" for taking public welfare 

schemes through digital media to the general 

public and the beneficiaries. 

34) Correct Answer: A 

In an exchange filing, the Suryoday Small Finance 

Bank (SFB) said that the RBI has approved the re-

appointment of Baskar Babu Ramachandran as 

the managing director and chief executive officer 

(MD & CEO) of the bank for a further period of 

three years. 

35) Correct Answer: C 

Kirloskar Systems Pvt. Ltd. (KSPL) has announced 

the appointment of Manasi Tata as a director on 

the board of KSPL's joint-venture companies. The 

company has announced that Manasi will serve as 

the director of key JVs including Toyota Industries 

Engine India Pvt. Ltd. 

36) Correct Answer: C  

South African batter Farhaan Behardien has 

recently announced retirement, concluding an 18-

year international cricketing career. The 39-year 

old has represented the South Africa in 59 ODIs 

and has 1074 runs and 14 wickets under his belt. 

37) Correct Answer:  D 

The Tamil Nadu government has recently 

launched an initiative for the conservation of the Nilgiri Tahr, the State animal, at a cost of ₹25.14 
crore. Furthermore, October 7 will be celebrated 
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as ‘Niligiri Tahr Day’ in honour of E.R.C. Davidar, 
who was responsible for pioneering one of the 

first studies of the species in 1975. 

38) Correct Answer: D 

As part of India's G20 presidency, Union Minister 

for Electronics and Information Technology 

Ashwini Vaishnaw has launched the "Stay Safe 

Online" campaign and the "G20 Digital Innovation 

Alliance" (G20-DIA). 

39) Correct Answer: A 

United Nations Secretary-General António 

Guterres has announced the appointment of 

Abdullah Abdul Samad Dashti of Kuwait as United 

Nations Coordinator for the Black Sea Grain 

Initiative.  

40) Correct Answer: C 

The Odisha Cabinet headed by Chief Minister 

Naveen Patnaik has approved the provision of Rs 

367.19 crores for five years from 2022-23 to 

2026-27 for implementation of the State Sector Scheme “empowerment of women in agriculture-promotion of entrepreneurship for women SHG”, 
the government said. 

41) Correct Answer: D 

The MahaMetro Corporation has finalized debt 

arrangement for the second phase of its project in 

Nagpur. It would be raising a loan of Rs. 3,586 

crore from the Manila-based Asian Development 

Bank (ADB) and the European Investment Bank. 

42) Correct Answer:  D 

To deepen health insurance in rural areas, Niva 

Bupa Health Insurance has joined hands with non-

banking lender Swara Fincare offering to pay 

three EMIs of the borrowers in case they are 

hospitalised for over five days.  

43) Correct Answer: A 

Benjamin Netanyahu was sworn in as Israel's 

prime minister following a vote in parliament that 

brought in the most right-wing government in the 

country's history. Netanyahu was sworn in a few 

minutes after his new government was approved, 

with 63 deputies out of 120 voting in favour of the 

administration. 

44) Correct Answer: A 

The Indian Air Force has successfully test-fired the 

extended range version of BrahMos supersonic 

cruise missile against a ship target in Bay of Bengal 

from a Sukhoi-30MKI fighter jet. The range of the 

missile is 450-km. 

45) Correct Answer: A 

Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari has recently inaugurated Goa’s new 
Zuari bridge. The bridge is an important link 

between North and South Goa. 

46) Correct Answer: A 

SBI Cards and Payment Services has announced 

that it has partnered with Punjab & Sind Bank to 

launch co-brand credit cards for the bank's 

customers. Both the partners have rolled out three 

card variants - PSB SBI Card ELITE, PSB SBI Card 

PRIME, and PSB SimplySAVE SBI Card. 

47) Correct Answer:  C  

IDBI Bank has recently announced that it has 

signed a Scheme Transfer Agreement (STA) to 

transfer schemes of IDBI Mutual Fund to LIC 

Mutual Fund. IDBI Bank, the parent of IDBI Mutual 

Fund, is majority owned by LIC.  

48) Correct Answer: C 

State-owned Bank of Baroda (BoB) has announced 

that it has bagged an EAG Laureate Award in the 

International Olympiad on Financial Security held 

at Sochi, Russia. 

49) Correct Answer: C 

IDBI Bank has announced that its board has 

approved the re-appointment of Suresh 

Kishinchand Khatanhar as deputy managing 

director (DMD) on the board of the bank for a 

period of one year with effect from 15 January 

2023. 

50) Correct Answer: C 

Maharashtra assembly has recently passed the 

Lokayukta Bill 2022, which brings the chief 

minister and council of ministers under the ambit 

of the anti-corruption ombudsman. Deputy Chief 

Minister Devendra Fadnavis termed the bill a 
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historic legislation, adding Maharashtra is the first 

state to have such a law. 

51) Correct Answer: A 

The Tripura government has signed an agreement 

with Asian Development Bank (ADB) amounting 

to Rs 2,275 crore to strengthen and improve 

power distribution efficiency in the north-eastern 

state, Deputy Chief Minister Jishnu Dev Varma 

said. 

52) Correct Answer:  A 

Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva has been sworn in as the 

39th president of Brazil following the 2022 

Brazilian general election. 77-year-old Lula 

narrowly defeated Jair Bolsonaro in October 2022 

to win an unprecedented third presidential term. 

53) Correct Answer: D 

Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) said that the centre 

has appointed Ajay Kumar Srivastava as the 

managing director (MD) and chief executive 

officer (CEO) of the bank with effect from the 1 

January 2023. 

54) Correct Answer: B 

Former world rapid champion Koneru Humpy has won India’s first-ever Silver medal in the FIDE 

World Blitz Chess Championships in Almaty, 

Kazakhstan. Humpy is the second Indian to win a 

medal at World Blitz, after Viswanathan Anand. 

55) Correct Answer: B  Koustav Chatterjee became India’s 78th 
Grandmaster in MPL 59th National Senior Chess 

Championship in New Delhi. 

56) Correct Answer: D 

Niva Bupa Health Insurance Company Limited 

(formerly Max Bupa Health Insurance Company) 

has signed a corporate agency agreement with 

Sundaram Finance Limited. Through this tie-up, Niva Bupa’s select range of indemnity plans would 
be offered to Sundaram Finance’s growing 
customers. 

57) Correct Answer:  B 

Fintech unicorn BharatPe has appointed current chief financial officer Nalin Negi as the firm’s 
interim chief executive officer (CEO) until its 

board finds a replacement for Suhail Sameer, who 

stepped down from the position. 

58) Correct Answer: A India’s first human space flight, Gaganyaan, is 
targeted to be launched in the fourth quarter of 

2024. Gaganyaan project of ISRO envisages 

demonstration of human spaceflight capability by 

launching crew of three members to an orbit of 

400km for a three-day mission and bring them 

back safely to earth. 

59) Correct Answer: D 

In a major step towards making elections more 

inclusive, the Election Commission recently proposed introduction of ‘remote voting’ for 
domestic migrants, using a multi-constituency 

electronic voting machine (EVM) that will retain 

all security features of the EVMs currently in use. 

60) Correct Answer: B 

The State Information Commission of Tamil Nadu 

has been the worst performing as far as 

responsiveness under the RTI Act is concerned, 

according to a report card on the performance of 

Information Commissions (ICs) in India for 2021-

22 by the Satark Nagrik Sangathan. 

61) Correct Answer: D 

The gross GST revenue collected during December 

2022 is Rs 1,49,507 crore, of which CGST is Rs 

26,711 crore, SGST is Rs 33,357 crore, IGST is Rs 

78,434 crore (including Rs 40,263 crore collected 

on import of goods) and Cess is Rs 11,005 crore. 

62) Correct Answer:  D 

The 10th edition of the Dhaka Literary Fest (DLF) 

was held at the Bengal Academy grounds, 

Bangladesh. The DLF is one of the largest literary 

festivals of Bangladesh in which more than 500 

literary personalities, film makers, artists and 

people from the field of science took part.  

63) Correct Answer: C 

Union Home Minister Shri Amit Shah has recently 

laid the foundation stone of the Central Detective 

Training Institute (CDTI) at Devanahalli in 

Karnataka. He said that with the laying of the 

foundation stone of the CDTI, a link has been 
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initiated to make facilities for police forces more 

accessible. 

64) Correct Answer: D 

Global Family Day is celebrated annually on 

January 1 to kick start the year positively and 

promote peace, love, and unity among people. This year's theme is “Families Together: Building Resilience for a Brighter Future.” 

65) Correct Answer: B 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the 

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee National Institute of 

Water and Sanitation (SPM-NIWAS) at Joka, 

Diamond Harbour Road, Kolkata, West Bengal via 

video conferencing. SPM – NIWAS has been set up 

at a cost of around Rs. 100 Crore, on 8.72 acres of 

land. 

66) Correct Answer: D 

President Droupadi Murmu has inaugurated the 

18th National Scout and Guide Jamboree, at Rohat 

in the Pali district of Rajasthan. The Jamboree has 

been hosted by Rajasthan after 66 years. 

67) Correct Answer:  D 

India's pacer Umran Malik has become the fastest 

Indian bowler in history in the first T20I match 

against Sri Lanka. Umran Malik clocked 155 kmph 

in the match to break the previous record of 

Jasprit Bumrah (153.36 kmph). 

68) Correct Answer: C  

Captain Shiva Chouhan, an officer from the Corps 

of Electronics and Mechanical Engineers, became 

the first woman officer to be operationally 

deployed at Kumar Post in the Siachen Glacier, 

which is located at an altitude of 15,632 feet. 

69) Correct Answer: B 

South Korean electronics major LG Electronics has 

announced the appointment of Hong Ju Jeon as the company’s a new managing director for LG 
Electronics India Pvt. Ltd. Jeon was previously in 

charge of the Gulf region as its subsidiary 

president. 

70) Correct Answer: B 

In Madhya Pradesh, Chief Minister’s Residential 
Land Rights Scheme (Mukhyamantri Aavaseya 

Bhoomi Adhikaar Yojana) was launched from 

Bakpura Panchayat of Tikamgarh district. Chief 

Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has distributed 

free leases of residential land to selected 

beneficiaries. 

71) Correct Answer: C  

The Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy 

(CMIE), in its unemployment rate data has once 

again shown Haryana with the highest rate of 

unemployment at 37.4 per cent in the month of 

December, followed by Rajasthan at 28.5 per cent, 

Delhi 20.8 per cent, Bihar 19.1 per cent and 

Jharkhand 18 per cent. 

72) Correct Answer:  B 

IndusInd Bank, British Airways Executive Club 

and Qatar Airways Privilege Club has announced 

their collaboration to introduce the unique multi 

branded credit card, with two leading 

international airlines, powered by Visa. 

73) Correct Answer: A 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said it has 

received an application from Bhubaneswar-based 

Annapurna Finance Pvt Ltd for an on- tap license 

to start universal banks in the private sector. The 

application was received in the quarter ended 

December 2022, the RBI said in a release. 

74) Correct Answer: B 

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 

and Microsoft has recently signed an MoU to help 

space-tech startups and, in turn, boost the growth 

of space technology in the country. 

75) Correct Answer: B 

Australia's legendary woman cricketer Belinda 

Clark became the first female cricketer to be 

immortalised with a sculpture in the Sydney 

Cricket Ground (SCG) precinct. Clark's bronze 

statue has been installed at the entrance to the 

SCG's Walk of Honour. 

76) Correct Answer: C 

Nepal Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’ has inaugurated a regional 
international airport built with the Chinese assistance in country’s western tourist hub of 
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Pokhara. The PRIA, a flagship project of Nepal-

China Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) cooperation, 

was constructed with Chinese loan assistance. 

77) Correct Answer:  C 

Odisha has won the UN-Habitat's World Habitat 

Awards 2023 for Jaga Mission, a 5T initiative of the 

state. According to an official statement, Jaga 

mission is the world's largest land titling and slum 

upgrading program which aims at empowering 

the lives of slum dwellers. 

78) Correct Answer: B 

Australia's Steve Smith stormed another ton 

recently and moved past legendary Sir Donald 

Bradman's record for the most Test hundreds in 

Australia's history. Smith brought up his 30th 

century in the longest format of the game. 

79) Correct Answer: D 

Senior Congress leader and five-time MLA 

Kuldeep Singh Pathania was unanimously elected 

as Speaker of the Himachal Pradesh Assembly by 

voice vote. The Congress leader was elected to 

Vidhan Sabha in 1985, 1993, 2003, 2007 and 2022. 

In 1993 and 2003, he was elected as an 

Independent. 

80) Correct Answer: B 

In Jammu and Kashmir, Raksha Mantri Rajnath 

Singh has virtually inaugurated the Bailey 

Suspension Bridge over river Chenab in the 

Ramban district of the Jammu division. The 240 

feet high Bailey Suspension Bridge has been 

completed by the Border Roads Organisation, a 

month before the deadline. 

81) Correct Answer: A 

India's first-of-its-kind inclusivity, 'Purple Fest: 

Celebrating Diversity' was held in Goa. Union 

Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment Dr. 

Virendra Kumar, Chief Minister Dr Pramod 

Sawant, Minister for Social Welfare, Goa 

government Subhash PhalDessai were present on 

this occasion. 

82) Correct Answer:  C 

Youth Affairs and Sports Minister Anurag Singh 

Thakur has launched the themes of the Y20 

summit, logo, and website in New Delhi in the 

curtain raiser event of Y20 Summit India. Youth 20 

(Y20) is the official youth engagement group of 

G20. 

83) Correct Answer: D 

Veteran actress-director Aparna Sen was recently 

honoured with the Lifetime Achievement Award 

at the opening ceremony of the 15th edition of the 

Jaipur International Film Festival (JIFF 2023). 

84) Correct Answer: D 

Paytm Payments Bank Limited (PPBL) has 

appointed Surinder Chawla as its new managing 

director (MD) and chief executive officer (CEO). 

PPBL is an associate firm of One 97 

Communications, which owns the Paytm brand. 

85) Correct Answer: A 

Leading stock exchange Bombay Stock Exchange 

(BSE) has recently announced that it has joined 

hands with the government of Goa for the 

development of SMEs (Small Medium Enterprises) 

in the state.  

86) Correct Answer: C 

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan recently declared 

Kerala as the first state in the country to go fully 

digital in its banking service and said this 

recognition would boost the state economy.  Last 

year in July, Kerala had also become the first and 

only state in the country to have its own internet 

service. 

87) Correct Answer:  C 

India for the first time surpassed Japan in auto 

sales last year and moved up to third place 

globally, according to a Nikkei Asia report. At least 

4.25 million new cars were sold in the country, 

surpassing Japan's 4.2 million sales. 

88) Correct Answer: B 

HCL Technologies will be ODP's IT partner for 

end-to-end IT operations and enterprise-wide 

digital transformation to support ODP’s business 
strategy in its Office Depot, ODP Business 

Solutions and Veyer business units. 

89) Correct Answer: B 
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The mascots of Khelo India Youth Games (KIYG)-

2022, Asha and Mowgli, and its smart torch 

'Amarkantak' were released along with the theme 

song by Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj 

Singh Chouhan and Union Minister Nisith 

Pramanik. 

90) Correct Answer: C 

South Africa all-rounder Dwaine Pretorius has 

recently announced his retirement from 

international cricket. Pretorius had featured in 30 

T20Is, 27 ODIs, and 3 Tests, in which he amassed 

1895 runs and scalped 77 wickets. 

91) Correct Answer: D 

Indian Bank has received the Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI) regulatory approval to hold special 

rupee vostro accounts of three banks from Sri 

Lanka. A vostro account in local currency would 

allow Sri Lanka to import from India without 

dipping into its declining dollar supply. 

92) Correct Answer:  D  

Jr NTR and Ram Charan-starrer RRR's song Naatu 

Naatu which was composed by MM Keeravani 

recently won the Golden Globe 2023 Award for 

Best Original Song. 

93) Correct Answer: C 

England's batter Harry Brook named the ICC 

Men's Player of the Month award for December 

2022. The 23-year-old played a key role in 

England's 3-0 whitewash against Pakistan, 

finishing the series as the highest run-getter with 

468 runs in three matches. 

94) Correct Answer: A 

Delhi was the most polluted city in India in 2022 

with PM 2.5 levels more than double the safe limit 

and the third highest average PM10 concentration, 

according to an analysis of Central Pollution 

Control Board data. 

95) Correct Answer: D Australia’s Ashleigh Gardner secured the ICC Women’s Player of the Month award for December 
2022 as her contributions with bat and ball guided 

her side to T20I series victory in India, and led her 

to the summit of the Player Rankings for all-

rounders. 

96) Correct Answer: A ReNew Power said it has installed India’s first 3x 
platform wind turbine generators (WTGs) in 

Gadag, Karnataka. The new WTGs will be a part of the country’s first ‘Round the Clock’ renewable 

energy project, combining wind, solar and a 

battery energy storage system (BESS). 

97) Correct Answer:  B 

Kotak Mahindra General Insurance Company 

Limited has announced that it has partnered with 

Clootrack, a Kochi-based start-up for customer experience analytics. Clootrack’s ability to process 
and analyse large amounts of data from multiple 

sources will help Kotak GI with informed decision-

making. 

98) Correct Answer: A 

Drone manufacturing company Garuda Aerospace 

said it has signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with Rallis India Limited, a 

subsidiary of Tata Chemicals and, a leading player 

in the agriculture industry. 

99) Correct Answer: B 

Reserve Bank of India deputy governor Michael 

Patra has been reappointed by the government for 

a one-year term. Patra's three-year term was set 

to expire on January 14; she oversees the 

department of monetary policy and is one of the 

Monetary Policy Committee's six members. 

100) Correct Answer: D 

As part of efforts to enhance security for women in 

the state, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 

Banerjee  has recently inaugurated a new vehicle 

location control centre and mobile app. These 

would help the police track movement of vehicles, 

as well as keep a tab on crimes on women inside 

moving cars. 

101) Correct Answer: D 

The International Kite Festival or Patang Utsav 

2023 was held in Ahmedabad, Gujrat. The festival 

that was inaugurated by the Gujarat Chief Minister 
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Bhupendra Patel on 08 January was conclude on 

January 14. 

102) Correct Answer:  C University of Kerala bagged the ‘Overall Championship’ at Padma Tarang, the 36th Inter 
University South Zone Youth Festival that 

concluded at Sri Padmavati Mahila Viswa 

Vidyalayam (SPMVV) in Tirupati. Mahatma Gandhi 

University, Kottayam, came the runners-up. 

103) Correct Answer: D 

Adar Poonwalla, CEO Serum Institute of India was 

recently awarded with the maiden Dr Patangrao 

Kadam Memorial Award. Maharashtra Deputy 

Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis lauded vaccine 

manufacturer Serum Institute of India and its CEO 

Adar Poonwalla for their contribution in the fight 

against COVID-19. 

104) Correct Answer: D 

The Ministry of External Affairs in partnership 

with the Government of Fiji will host the 12th 

World Hindi Conference in Fiji from February 15-

17. The venue of the conference is Donataru 

International Convention Centre (DICC), Nadi. 

105) Correct Answer: D 

With the Governor of Uttarakhand Lt. Gen (retd) Gurmit Singh’s nod to Uttarakhand Public Services 

(Horizontal Reservation for Women) Bill, 2022, 

the women candidates with Uttarakhand State 

domicile got the legal right of 30% reservation in 

public services and posts.  

106) Correct Answer: C 

Tata Power Renewable Energy Limited (TPREL) will set up India’s first group captive solar plant 
for a residential society in Mumbai. According to a 

report, the plant will exclusively generate solar 

power for the housing society located at 

Mahalaxmi, Mumbai. 

107) Correct Answer:  C 

Gross domestic product (GDP) growth in India will 

slow to 6.6% in the financial year 2023-24 from 

6.9% projected in the ongoing fiscal, said the 

World Bank in its latest Global Economic 

Prospects report 

108) Correct Answer: D The Kerala government’s Industries department 
recently got recognition from the centre for its 

Year of Enterprises project which was selected as one of the best practices in the ‘Thrust on Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)’ category 
in the second Chief Secretaries National 

Conference held in New Delhi. 

109) Correct Answer: A  

Singer Lisa Marie Presley, the only child of the late 

Elvis Presley and Priscilla Presley, has died, her 

mother confirms in a statement. Born in 1968, Lisa 

Marie followed in her father's footsteps and forged 

a career in music. 

110) Correct Answer: C 

IT major Cognizant has appointed Ravi Kumar S as 

the new Chief Executive Officer (CEO) after the company’s Board of Directors gave their nod. Ravi 
Kumar S, a member of the Board at Cognizant and 

known for his former stint at Infosys, succeeds 

Brian Humphries as the CEO. 

111) Correct Answer: A 

Union Minister of Shipping and Waterways 

Sarbananda Sonowal inaugurated the School of 

Logistics, Communication, and Waterways in 

Agartala, Tripura to provide support for studies, 

research, training, and workshops to the traders 

and entrepreneurs of the northeastern region.  

112) Correct Answer:  D 

The country's largest lender State Bank of India 

(SBI), has launched e-Bank Guarantee (e-BG) 

facility by joining hands with National e-

Governance Services Limited (NeSL). SBI claims 

that this facility will bring about a revolutionary 

change in the banking ecosystem, where bank 

guarantee is frequently used in large volumes. 

113) Correct Answer: B 

Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board signed MoUs 

with chapters of eight countries of the Global 

Organisation of People of Indian Origin (GOPIO). 

These MoUs were signed with France Metropole 

Paris, Mauritius, Reunion Island, Martinique, Sri 
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Lanka, GOPIO International, Malaysia, and 

Mauritius. 

114) Correct Answer: D  
The head of one of the world's biggest oil 

companies has been named to lead the COP28 

global climate talks in Dubai, later this year. Sultan 

Ahmed Al Jaber is currently the chief executive 

officer of the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company. 

115) Correct Answer: B  

Mongeet festival is a musical festival celebrated 

annually in Assam. Having begun in 2020 as a 

movement of arts and music, Mongeet aims to 

nurture upcoming musical talents of Assam. 

116) Correct Answer: C 

Aditya Birla Health Insurance Co. Ltd. (ABHICL), 

the health insurance joint venture of Aditya Birla 

Capital Ltd. (ABCL) has announced having signed 

a bancassurance partnership with Punjab & Sind 

Bank for distribution of health insurance products through the bank’s network of branches across 
India. 

117) Correct Answer:  C  

South African company Dragonfly Aerospace has 

launched the satellite, called AgriSAT-1 /ZA 008, 

on a Space X Falcon 9 rocket. The successful launch 

of the world's first agri-focused satellite is 

expected to generate over USD 100 million in 

revenue, said the Chairperson of the South African 

Council for Space Affairs. 

118) Correct Answer: D 

Paytm Payments Bank has recently announced 

that it has received final approval from the 

Reserve Bank of India to operate as a Bharat Bill 

Payment Operating Unit (BBPOU). 

119) Correct Answer: D 

Russia has become India's fourth-largest trading 

partner with imports from the country spiking 

five-fold to $32.9 billion during the April-

December period. There are two main 

contributors to India's higher imports from Russia 

-- crude oil and fertilizers. 

120) Correct Answer: C 

To facilitate farmers in providing low interest rate 

loans, Warehousing Development Regulatory 

Authority (WDRA) signed Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with State Bank of India 

(SBI) in an event. The MoU is aimed to provide 

information to depositors of the benefits, besides 

doing further outreach activities to improve 

agricultural pledge finance in India. 

121) Correct Answer: A 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has virtually 

inaugurated the second phase of Saansad Khel 

Mahakumbh 2022-23 organised in Basti district of 

Uttar Pradesh. The 'Saansad Khel Mahakumbh' is 

being organised in Basti District by Lok Sabha MP 

from Basti, Harish Dwivedi since 2021. 

122) Correct Answer:  C 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has 

released the Rural Health Statistics report 

recently. The report says India is reeling under an 

acute shortage of specialist doctors, with a 

shortfall of nearly 80% of the required specialists 

at Community Health Centres (CHCs)  

123) Correct Answer: B 

A 1988-batch IPS officer of the Rajasthan cadre, 

retired director general of the Border Security 

Force (BSF) Pankaj Kumar Singh was appointed as 

the Deputy National Security Adviser in National 

Security Council Secretariat for a period of two 

years. 

124) Correct Answer: D 

The first Health Working Group meeting under India’s G20 presidency was held in 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. The meeting was 

attended by representatives of G20 member 

countries, special invitee countries, and relevant 

international organizations. 

125) Correct Answer: D 

The joint venture between India and Russia, Indo-

Russian Rifles Private Limited (IRRPL), has 

started producing AK-203 Kalashnikov assault 

rifles at Korwa in Uttar Pradesh, according to 

Alexander Mikheev, Director General of 

Rosoboronexport of Russia. 
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126) Correct Answer: A The Border Security Force has started an ‘Ops Alert’ exercise to enhance security along the India-Pakistan border. The ‘Ops Alert’ exercise will 
continue along the Indo-Pak international border 

from Sir Creek to the Rann of Kutch in Gujarat and 

Barmer district of Rajasthan. The exercise was 

being carried out to tackle ill designs of anti-

national elements during the Republic Day 

celebrations. 

127) Correct Answer:  C 

India International Science Festival is being held in Bhopal with the theme of ‘Marching towards 
Amrit Kaal with Science, Technology, and Innovation’. International Science Film Festival of 
India (ISFFI) was organised as a part of the India 

International Science Festival (IISF).  Nine Indian 

science movies received awards in various 

categories at an international film festival.  

128) Correct Answer: B 

The Department of Consumer Affairs under 

Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 

Distribution released a guide named ‘Endorsements Know-hows!’ for celebrities, 
influencers and virtual influencers on social media 

platforms. The guide aims to ensure that 

individuals do not mislead their audiences when 

endorsing products or services. It also ensures if 

they are in compliance with the Consumer 

Protection Act and any associated rules or 

guidelines. 

129) Correct Answer: D 

The first Health Working Group meeting under India’s G20 presidency was held in 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. The meeting was 

attended by representatives of G20 member 

countries, special invitee countries, and relevant 

international organizations. 

130) Correct Answer: D 

The BharOS is an operating system created by 

JandK Operations Private Limited that is based on 

the Android Open Source Project. IIT Madras 

serves as the startup's incubator. It lacks the built-

in Google apps and services that Android has. 

Organizations with strict privacy and security 

requirements are currently receiving services 

from BharOS. 

131) Correct Answer: A 

Viktor Axelsen won the Malaysia Open Super 1000 men’s singles titles in Kuala Lumpur. Axelsen, the 
regaining Olympic and world champion, won the 

Malaysia Open title in straight games, beating 

Japanese youngster Kodai Naraoka in 40 minutes. 

132) Correct Answer:  C 

In his address at an event marking India Meteorological Department (IMD)’s 148th 
foundation day, Union minister Jitendra Singh said 

the Doppler weather radar network will cover the 

entire country by 2025 for more accurate 

forecasts related to extreme weather events. 

133) Correct Answer: D 

India has announced donation of 12,500 doses of 

pentavalent vaccines to Cuba. Pentavalent vaccine 

provides protection to a child from 5 life-

threatening diseases - Diphtheria, Pertussis, 

Tetanus, Hepatitis B and Hib. 

134) Correct Answer: A 

Noted writer K Venu (K. Venugopal) bagged the 

first-ever Federal Bank Literary Award 2022 for his autobiography ‘Oranweshananthinte Katha’. 
He received the award from Balagopal 

Chandrasekhar, chairman and independent 

director of Federal Bank. 

135) Correct Answer: B Taiwan’s Gogoro, India’s Belrise has signed a 
memorandum of understanding with the 

Maharashtra government to set up a battery 

swapping infrastructure which will witness an 

investment of $2.5 billion over eight years. 

136) Correct Answer: D 

South Indian Bank and Steel Authority of India Ltd 

has signed MoU to provide financial assistance to the dealers of SAIL across the country. “With our 
network of 928 branches, we will be able to serve 

the MSME and corporate customers of SAIL 
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located at different geographies” said Murali 

Ramakrishnan, MD & CEO, South Indian Bank. 

137) Correct Answer:  C 

Squadron Leader Avani Chaturvedi on her Sukhoi-

30MKI jet participated in the first-ever air combat exercise between India and Japan named ‘Veer Guardian’, becoming the first IAF woman fighter 

pilot to take part in such aerial wargames in a 

foreign country. 

138) Correct Answer: C Tamilnad Mercantile Bank (TMB) has bagged ‘Best Small Bank Award’ in the ‘Best Banks Survey for the year 2022’ done by Business Today-KPMG 

(BT-KPMG Best banks survey). TMB, having 

registered its stellar performance in 2022, has 

come up as topper in the respective category. 

139) Correct Answer: B 

In Vietnam, President Nguyen Xuan Phuc has 

announced his resignation amid the ongoing anti-

corruption drive. Phuc, a former prime minister, 

held the post of president since 2021. 

140) Correct Answer: B 

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change (MoEF) has listed Neelakurinji 

(Strobilanthes kunthiana) under Schedule III of 

the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, including it on 

the list of protected plants. Those who uproot or destroy the plant will invite a fine of ₹25,000 and three years’ imprisonment. 
141) Correct Answer: C The Punjab National Bank has become India’s first 

public sector bank to launch credit cards for its 

fixed deposit customers. Receive your RuPay or 

VISA credit card online in exchange for one or 

more FDs with an 80% credit limit, according to 

the lender. 

142) Correct Answer:  D 

An EY (Ernst & Young) report has said that the 

Indian Economy is very likely to hit the $26 trillion 

mark by year 2047, which will also be the 100th year of the India’s independence. The report also showed that country’s per capita income would 

exceed $15,000, placing it among the top 

developed economies. 

143) Correct Answer: B 

The UN General Assembly has confirmed Inger 

Andersen of Denmark for a second four-year term 

from June 2023 to June 2027 as Executive Director 

of the United Nations Environment Programme 

(UNEP), according to a UN statement. 

144) Correct Answer: B 

Himalayan Cataract Project Co-Founder Dr 

Sanduk Ruit has won the ISA Award for Service to 

Humanity, a top civilian award of Bahrain. The 

award carries a cash prize of USD 1 million, a 

certificate of merit and a gold medal. 

145) Correct Answer: A 

The Union government has cleared the 

appointment of Praveen Sharma, a 2005 batch 

officer from Indian Defence Service of Engineers 

(IDSE) as director, National Health Authority 

(Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission). The 

appointment of Sharma was cleared after the 

ministry of defence recommended the name of 

Sharma for central deputation.  

146) Correct Answer: D 

Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal has launched 

an initiative 'Bharat Pravah - India along its 

Shores' to highlight the role of rivers-ports-

shipping in the everyday life of a common man 

through literature, dialogue and communication, 

according to an official statement. 

147) Correct Answer:  A 

Indian Army and Egyptian Army has conducted 

Exercise Cyclone-I, the first-ever joint exercise 

between their special forces from January 14, 

2023. The 14-day-long joint exercise was held at 

Jaisalmer in Rajasthan. 

148) Correct Answer: A 

The Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) has 

launched LIC Jeevan Azad Plan. It is a limited 

period premium payment plan that offers financial 

support for the family in case of unfortunate death 

of the life assured during the policy term. 

149) Correct Answer: C 
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Paytail has partnered with HDB Financial Services 

(HDBFS), a leading NBFC to offer loans on lifestyle 

products like bicycles, EVs, mobile devices, 

Consumer Durables and kitchen appliances. The 

loan amount ranges from Rs 5,000 – Rs 3,00,000 

offering a hassle-free EMI tenure of up-to 24 

months. 

150) Correct Answer: B 

ESAF Small Finance Bank has bagged the 

prestigious Inclusive Finance India Awards 2022 

for its contributions in advancing the goal of 

financial inclusion and supporting inclusive 

growth. K. Paul Thomas, MD and CEO, ESAF Bank, 

received the award from Anantha Nageshwaran, 

Chief Economic Advisor at the 19th Inclusive 

Finance India Summit held in New Delhi. 
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Economics 
 

What is New Umbrella Entity (NUE) 

Network? 

 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is said to have put on hold 

licensing of the New Umbrella Entity (NUE) network, a 

fintech institution planned as a rival to National 

Payments Corporation of India (NPCI). 

Why in news? 

• Six groupings, which included Facebook, Google, 

Amazon, Flipkart and others, had applied for 

NUE licences. 

What is New Umbrella Entity (NUE)? 

• The new payment system in the retail sector, 

including ATMs, POS, UPI, and other devices, will 

be managed and run by NUE (under the 

Companies Act 2013). 

• NUEs will be established as for-profit 

organisations to handle payments in the retail 

sector. 

• These could provide a wide range of retail 

payment services, such as putting up ATMs, 

providing white-label point-of-sale terminals, 

accepting payments using Aadhaar, providing 

remittance services, and creating new payment 

methods. 

• They will also oversee clearing and settlement 

platforms that could replace the NPCI pushed by 

banks. 

• They will be permitted to impose transaction 

fees (unlike the existing NPCI). 

• Interoperability with the National Payments 

Corporation of India will be required of all NUEs 

(NPCI). 

Why need NUEs? 

• The NPCI is at the centre of the nation's digital 

payments. 

• NUEs were introduced by RBI to break up NPCI's 

alleged monopoly. 

• The central bank also observed that due to 

people spending more time at home during the 

epidemic, e-commerce usage has grown. There 

has also been a notable increase in the frequency 

of internet fraud and cybercrimes. 

If NPCI is doing its job well, then why NUE? 

• 48% of all electronic retail payments in the 

country pass through the NPCI infrastructure. 
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• RBI’s concern stems from having the operations 

of so much of the country’s payment system 

concentrated in one entity. 

How will NUE aid Consumers? 

• The introduction of NUEs will give users more 

payment options. 

• Due to increased competition, both platforms' 

transaction volumes will eventually increase as 

e-commerce develops and penetrates further 

into India's unbanked hinterland. 

• Around 190 million Indians were reported to not 

have bank accounts in the World Bank's most 

recent report on financial inclusion in 2017; 

additionally, more than half did not send or 

receive digital payments. 

• There are currently limited solutions available to 

customers that frequently use the site because 

to server overload. 

• They will be able to test out the alternative 

platform under the new system. 

Will NUEs replace NPCI? 

• To strengthen the payment infrastructure 

network, NUEs will coexist with NPCI. 

• To ensure that the government's ambitious goal 

of one billion digital transactions per day is met, 

a strong and resilient infrastructure is required. 

• NUEs will help India's digital payment success 

story reach new heights, not in place of but in 

addition to NPCI. 

• We can ensure that the system as a whole in our 

nation develops in accordance with the best 

practises of digital infrastructure used anywhere 

in the world by establishing a neutral and 

impartial standards-setting organisation. 

FSSAI sets standards for Basmati Rice 

 

In a bid to promote the business around basmati rice, the 

Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 

notified standards for basmati rice. They will be enforced 

from August 1, 2023. 

Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 

(FSSAI) 

• The FSSAI is an autonomous body 

established under the Ministry of Health & 

Family Welfare, Government of India. 

• It has been established under the Food 

Safety and Standards Act, 2006 which is a 
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consolidating statute related to food safety 

and regulation in India. 

• It is responsible for protecting and 

promoting public health through the 

regulation and supervision of food safety. 

Basmati Rice 

• Long, slender-grained aromatic rice known as 

basmati is historically farmed in India, Pakistan, 

and Nepal. 

• As of 2019, Pakistan made up the remaining 35% 

of the global basmati rice trade, with India 

accounting for 65% of it. 

• Although basmati rice is grown domestically in 

many nations, it is only grown in specific regions 

of Pakistan and India. 

• Over 70% of the world's basmati rice is produced 

in India. 

• The regions in the states of Punjab, Haryana, 

Himachal Pradesh, Delhi, Uttarakhand, Western 

Uttar Pradesh, and Jammu and Kashmir have a 

geographical indicator. 

What are the standards set out by FSSAI? 

• Basmati has the distinctive fragrance associated 

with this strain and is free of artificial colouring 

and additives. 

• Grain size: The authority has also established 

guidelines for variables including the typical 

grain size and their post-cooking elongation 

ratio. 

• It has established upper limits for moisture, 

amylose content, uric acid, damaged grains, and 

the presence of rice that isn't basmati. 

• the following varieties Brown basmati rice, 

milled basmati rice, parboiled brown basmati 

rice, and milled parboiled basmati rice are all 

covered by the standards. 

Significance of the move 

• The FSSAI thinks that the rules would safeguard 

consumer interests and guarantee basmati rice's 

quality. 

• After Pakistan objected, India's application for a 

geographical indicator tag recognised in the 

European Union market was suspended in 2020. 

• Prior to this, in 1997, the Texas-based RiceTec 

Company created and patented American 

basmati cultivars. 

• These were introduced as "Kasmati" and 

"Texmati" on the global market. 

• The foremost science and business organisation 

in India, the Centre for Scientific and Industrial 

Research (CSIR), however, challenged the patent 

in 2000, arguing that the name "basmati" could 

only be used for rice produced in India and 

Pakistan.  

PM flags off world’s longest river cruise MV 

Ganga Vilas 
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Prime Minister has flagged off the world’s longest river 

cruise – MV Ganga Vilas – and inaugurated the tent city 

at Varanasi. 

About Ganga Vilas 

• The first cruise ship built entirely in India is the 

MV Ganga Vilas. 

• The project to promote ship tourism is 

coordinated by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping, 

and Waterways. 

• The ship has three decks, 18 suites, a capacity for 

36 passengers, and all the latest amenities. 

• It will travel 3,200 kilometres across Bangladesh 

to get to Dibrugarh in Assam, which will take 

about 51 days. 

Destinations covered 

• The MV Ganga Vilas cruise ship, which will 

depart from Varanasi, will travel 3,200 miles in 

51 days, passing through 27 river systems and 

numerous states before arriving in Dibrugarh. 

• Visits to 50 tourist destinations are scheduled 

during the journey, including stops at World 

Heritage sites, national parks, river ghats, and 

important cities including Patna in Bihar, 

Sahibganj in Jharkhand, Kolkata in West Bengal, 

Dhaka in Bangladesh, and Guwahati in Assam. 

• It will make pit stops to see Sarnath, a Buddhist 

landmark, the iconic Ganga Arti in Varanasi, and 

even Majuli, the largest river island in Assam.  

UPI for NRIs: What it means for India and 

Indians abroad 

 

The National Payments Corp. of India (NPCI) has allowed 

Indians abroad to use fast payments network UPI, if their 

domestic bank accounts are linked to their foreign 

mobile numbers. 

What is UPI? 

• UPI is an instant real-time payment system 

developed by National Payments Corporation of 

India (NPCI) facilitating inter-bank transactions. 
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• The interface is regulated by the Reserve Bank of 

India and works by instantly transferring funds 

between two bank accounts on a mobile 

platform. 

What exactly has NPCI allowed on UPI? 

• A circular from NPCI opened the door for UPI, a 

domestic payments network, to be used more 

widely. 

• Up till now, non-resident bank accounts 

connected to their international phone numbers 

were not permitted on UPI because only Indian 

phone numbers were permitted. 

• Phone numbers from ten nations, including 

Singapore, Australia, Canada, Hong Kong, Oman, 

Qatar, the United States, Saudi Arabia, the 

United Arab Emirates, and the United Kingdom, 

were permitted to be used on UPI in the initial 

phase. 

• According to NPCI, this might be expanded to 

include other countries. 

How will it benefit Indians abroad? 

• Non-resident Indians would be able to use UPI to 

conduct transactions once the systems are set 

up, whether they are in India or abroad. 

• Non-residents must have a non-resident 

external (NRE) or non-resident ordinary (NRO) 

account in India in order to utilise UPI. 

• Of course, considering the size of the UPI 

merchant infrastructure in India, it would be 

more beneficial when account holders visit the 

country. 

• They can use UPI to send money to families in 

India while they are away from home and to 

make purchases on e-commerce sites that 

support such transactions. 

What are the prerequisites for this facility? 

• NPCI has instructed banks to accept only 

accounts that adhere to the Foreign Exchange 

Management Act standards and directives 

issued by the Reserve Bank of India departments 

(RBI). 

• In addition, the beneficiary banks and the 

remitter must make sure they adhere to anti-

money laundering (AML) and countering 

financial terrorism (CFT) measures. 

Does it help the plan to take UPI global? 

• The suggestion to use NRIs is a step in the 

direction of NPCI's goal of making UPI a global 

phenomenon. 

• The list will eventually grow beyond the initial 

ten nations. 

• Through its subsidiary NPCI International 

Payments Ltd, which it established in 2020, NPCI 

has been attempting to promote domestic 

payment systems in other nations. 

• To enable UPI usage there, it has already 

partnered with payment system operators in 

Nepal, the UAE, France, the UK, and other 

countries. 

• A scheme exists to connect UPI with Singapore's 

Paynow. 

How will it help the UPI ecosystem? 
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• With over 12.8 trillion in transactions in 

December, UPI is almost the definition of digital 

payments in India. 

• After a sluggish start in 2016, UPI payments have 

rapidly increased. Given that there are more 

than 13.5 million NRIs, it is anticipated that the 

advent of UPI will increase transaction volumes. 

• According to industry insiders, NRIs will have 

free access to UPI in the same way as local 

Indians do not have to pay extra for it. 

• However, given that the acceptance 

infrastructure outside is still being established, it 

might get off to a slow start. 

What is National Coal Index (NCI)? 

 

The Ministry of Coal has launched the sixth round of 

commercial coal mines’ auction for 141 coal mines. 

What is the news? 

• As per the provisions of the tender document, 

the Performance Bank Guarantee (PBG) to be 

submitted for each successfully auctioned coal 

mine is to be revised annually based on the 

National Coal Index (NCI). 

What is National Coal Index (NCI)? 

• The Ministry of Coal has begun selling coal mines 

through revenue-sharing auctions. 

• One National Coal Index (NCI) is proposed in 

order to determine the revenue share based on 

coal market prices. 

• The NCI is a price index that measures how the 

price of coal has changed during a given month 

in relation to a fixed base year. 

• The NCI's base year is FY 2017–18. 

• The National Coal Index (NCI) is a price index that 

combines coal prices from all sales channels, 

including Notified Prices, Auction Prices, and 

Import Prices. 

• It comes out each month. 

Components of NCI 

• The Indian Statistical Institute in Kolkata 

established the idea and layout of the Index as 

well as the Representative Prices. 

• Five sub-indices make up the NCI: three for non-

coking coal and two for coking coal. 

• The Index for Non-Coking Coal is derived by 

combining the three sub-indices for non-coking 

coal, while the Index for Coking Coal is derived 

by combining the two sub-indices for coking 

coal. 

• As a result, non-coking and coking coal have 

independent indexes. 

• The relevant sub-index is utilised to determine 

the revenue share depending on the coal grade 

associated with a mining. 

Implementation of NCI 
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• The NCI would use a predetermined formula to 

determine the revenue share per tonne of coal 

generated from auctioned blocks. 

• The Index is intended to include all raw coal 

transactions in the Indian market. 

• This includes coking and non-coking of different 

grades that are traded in both regulated (such as 

the power and fertiliser sectors) and 

unregulated markets. 

• Coal that has been washed and coal derivatives 

are excluded.  

In news: National Export Co-operative 

Society 

 

The first consignment expected to be exported by the 

first-ever National Export Co-operative Society. 

Why in news? 

• The Union Cabinet on January 11 approved the 

setting up Multi-State Seed Society, Multi-State 

Organic Society and Multi State Export Society. 

What is National Export Co-operative Society (NECS)? 

• The society would operate throughout the 

nation and have a 2,000 crore authorised share 

capital. 

• The Multi-State Cooperative Societies (MSCS) 

Act of 2002 will be used to register it. 

• Its registered office will be in Delhi. 

• The Society's registration will be finished soon, 

and the first shipment won't leave the country 

for three months. 

• For handicrafts, handlooms, khadi, and other 

products, it will serve as an export house, 

assuring an increase in the revenue of 

cooperative member enterprises. 

Funding of NECS 

• Leading cooperatives like IFFCO, KRIBHCO, 

NAFED, Amul and National Cooperative 

Development Corporation (NCDC) will be the 

promoters of the Society. 

• They will contribute ₹100 crore each. 

Working of NECS 

• The Export Promotion Council within the 

Ministry of Commerce is not the same as the 

Society. 

• The cooperatives will receive end-to-end 

services from this Society. 

• It will setup overseas bank accounts and finish all 

the paperwork, including obtaining the required 

export licences. 

• The manufacturer will receive the dividends 

immediately and without paying a brokerage 

fee. 
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• The Society will employ foreign experts to assist 

it spread its influence across continents. 

Why need cooperatives for export promotion? 

• In the national economy, cooperatives produce 

28.80% of the fertiliser, distribute 35% of the 

fertiliser, produce 30.60% of the sugar, and 

provide 17.50% of the milk. 

• However, they barely make a dent in exports. 

• The smallest farmer or artisan with a quality 

product but no access to the appropriate 

platform will gain from society. 

• They will gain access to the global market and 

good rewards through this Society. 

• The Society will handle the packing and shipping 

of a product after it has been examined for 

compliance with international standards. 

New T+1 Settlement Cycle comes into effect  

 

After China, India became the second country in the 

world to start the ‘trade-plus-one’ (T+1) settlement cycle 

in top-listed securities. 

What’s the T+1 settlement plan? 

• Due to the T+1 settlement cycle, trade-related 

settlements must be made a day, or 24 hours, 

after a transaction is completed. 

• According to T+1, for instance, if a consumer 

purchased shares on Wednesday, they would be 

deposited to their demat account on Thursday. 

• Unlike T+2, where they will be resolved on 

Friday, this is not the case. 

• Up to 256 large-cap and top mid-cap stocks, 

including those that make up the Nifty and 

Sensex, will be subject to the T+1 settlement as 

of this Friday. 

What was the earlier settlement system? 

• Stock markets used a weekly settlement 

schedule up until 2001. 

• The markets then switched to a T+3 rolling 

settlement arrangement, and in 2003, to T+2. 

• Due to criticism from foreign investors, Sebi 

postponed the plan to reduce the trade 

settlement cycle by half to one day (T+1) in 2020. 

What are the benefits of T+1? 

• T+1 method offers stock market players 

operating efficiency, quicker fund transfers, 

easier share delivery, and convenience. 

• If an investor sells a share using the T+1 format, 

she will receive payment within a day and the 

buyer will receive the shares in her demat 

account the following day. 
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• From a liquidity standpoint, the quicker trade 

settlement cycle bodes good for the Indian 

equity markets. 

• With the margins being released on T+1 day, this 

will also assist investors in lowering their overall 

capital requirements. Additionally, they will 

benefit from receiving the monies in their bank 

accounts within 24 hours after the share sale. 

• The speedier rolling of money and stocks will 

increase operational efficiency. 

Issues with T+1 system 

• T+1 is being implemented despite opposition 

from foreign investors. 

• The United States, United Kingdom and 

Eurozone markets are yet to move to the T+1 

system. 

Why are foreign investors opposed? 

• Due to the fact that they operate in many 

locations, foreign investors have some 

operational challenges. 

• They brought up challenges such time zone 

disparities, information flow procedures, and 

currency conversion issues. 

• Foreign investors said that under the T+1 

arrangement, they would also have trouble 

hedging their net India exposure in dollar terms 

at the end of the day. 

 Environment & Diversity  
 

No Rhinos poached in Assam in 2022 

 

Assam CM announced that no rhinos were poached in 

the state in 2022. 

Indian Rhinoceros 

• The Brahmaputra valley, a portion of North 

Bengal, and a portion of southern Nepal are the 

only locations where the Indian rhinoceros 

(Rhinoceros unicornis) may be found. 

• It has a strong, grey-brown hide with folds that 

gives the animal its distinctive armor-plated 

appearance, a single black horn that can reach a 

height of 60 cm, and these features together. 

• The IUCN Red List now classifies it as Vulnerable, 

which is better than endangered and worse than 

near threatened. Previously, it was classed as 

endangered. 

• The Wildlife Protection Act of 1972 lists it as a 

Schedule I animal. 

Why are Rhinos poached for horns? 
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• Traditional Chinese medicine uses ground rhino 

horn as an aphrodisiac and to treat a variety of 

illnesses, from hangovers to cancer. 

• Owning a rhino horn is seen as a prestige symbol 

in Vietnam. 

• Due to the demand in these nations, rhino 

poaching pressure is ongoing and must be 

prevented at all costs. 

Flourishing population 

• The WWF estimates that there are currently 

3,700 wild Indian rhinos. 

• According to a census taken in March 2022, the 

Kaziranga National Park (KNP) in Assam alone is 

home to 2,613 different creatures. 

• In the Orang, Pobitora, and Manas parks, there 

are more than 250 more rhinos. 

• The greater one-horned rhino's resurgence is 

one of Asia's top conservation success stories, 

according to the WWF. 

Q. Consider the following statements and state which 

one is correct : 

1. Asiatic lion is naturally found in India only. 

2. Double-humped camel is naturally found in India 

only. 

3. One-horned rhinoceros is naturally found in 

India only. 

 

Nilgiri Tahr Conservation Project 

 

The Tamil Nadu government launched an initiative for 

the conservation of the Nilgiri Tahr, the State animal. 

Nilgiri Tahr Conservation Project 

• Under The Nilgiri Tahr project, TN government 

plans to develop a better understanding of the 

Nilgiri Tahr population through- 

1. Surveys and radio telemetry studies; 

2. Reintroduce the Tahrs to their historical habitat; 

3. Address proximate threats; and 

4. Increase public awareness of the species. 

• The project is to be implemented from 2022 to 

2027. 

• Furthermore, October 7 will be celebrated as 

‘Niligiri Tahr Day’ in honour of E.R.C. Davidar, 

who was responsible for pioneering one of the 

first studies of the species in 1975. 

Historic significance of Nilgiri Tahr 

• The Nilgiri Tahr is mentioned numerous times in 

the 2,000-year-old Tamil Sangam literature. 

• The paintings from the late Mesolithic period 

(10,000–4,000 BC) emphasise the Tahr's 

importance in folklore, culture, and daily life. 
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• Its ecological and cultural importance led to its 

designation as the State Animal. 

Ozone Hole filling up now 

 

The ozone ‘hole’, once considered to be the gravest 

danger to planetary life, is now expected to be 

completely repaired by 2066, a scientific assessment 

has suggested. 

What is Ozone and Ozone Layer? 

 

• The oxygen we breathe, O2, makes up 21% of the 

atmosphere, but an ozone molecule has three 

oxygen atoms instead of the typical two. 

• Despite being present in the atmosphere in very 

small amounts (less than 0.001%), it has 

significant impacts. 

• Ultraviolet (UV) energy from the Sun interacts 

with oxygen (O2) molecules to produce ozone 

molecules. 

• The majority of ozone is formed in the 

stratosphere, giving rise to what is known as the 

"ozone layer," since UV light is more powerful at 

higher altitudes when the air is thinner. 

• Over 90% of the ozone in the atmosphere is 

found in the ozone layer, which has an altitude 

range of roughly 10 to 40 km and reaches its 

height peak in the stratosphere at around 25 km. 

Why need Ozone Layer? 

• Because it has the ability to block UV-B radiation, 

which has a wavelength between 280 and 315 

nanometers and is the most harmful type of UV 

radiation, the ozone layer is crucial for the 

survival of life on Earth. 

• The stratospheric temperature inversion is 

caused by UV radiation heating the air around it 

as it is absorbed by ozone in the stratosphere. 

What is Ozone Hole? 

• Ozone in the southern polar region is swiftly and 

severely degraded by chemical processes 

involving chlorine and bromine every year during 

the spring in the Southern Hemisphere. 
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• For total ozone, the unit of measurement is the 

Dobson Unit (DU). 

• Halons, carbon tetrachloride, and 

chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) are the compounds 

that contribute to ozone depletion. 

• They are employed in a variety of processes, 

including as aerosol spray can production, foam 

packaging, refrigeration, and air conditioning. 

• The "ozone hole" refers to the area where ozone 

is being destroyed. 

Tropical Ozone Hole 

• The ozone hole is situated across the tropics at 

altitudes of 10 to 25 km, according to the study. 

• According to the analysis, this hole is roughly 

seven times bigger than Antarctica. 

• In contrast to Antarctica, which is only visible in 

the spring, it is also visible throughout all four 

seasons. 

• Since the 1980s, the hole has grown significantly. 

But it wasn't identified till the present study. 

What caused an ozone hole in the tropics? 

• Every year, during the spring in the Southern 

Hemisphere, chemical reactions involving 

chlorine and bromine rapidly and severely 

deplete ozone in the southern polar area. 

• The Dobson Unit is the standard unit of 

measurement for total ozone (DU). 

• Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), halons, and carbon 

tetrachloride are the substances that cause 

ozone depletion. 

• This can explain why the tropical ozone hole is 

constantly formed over the seasons. 

Species in news: Olive Ridley Turtles 

 

Hundreds of vulnerable Olive Ridley Turtles 

(Lepidochelys olivacea) have washed ashore along the 

coastline between Kakinada and Antarvedi in the 

Godavari region during the ongoing annual breeding 

season on the east coast. 

Why in news? 

• The wastewater from the aqua ponds is also 

being released into the sea. 

• This is suspected to be one of the reasons for the 

mortality of turtles 

Olive Ridley Turtles 

• Lepidochelys olivacea, usually referred to as the 

Pacific ridley sea turtle, is a medium-sized 

species of sea turtle that is prevalent in the 

Pacific and Indian Oceans and other warm, 

tropical waters. 
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• The bulk of olive ridley nests in the Indian Ocean 

are located at the Rushikulya rookery near 

Gahirmatha in Odisha. 

• The olive ridley's primary mass nesting location 

is along the coast of Odisha, India, followed by 

the beaches of Mexico and Costa Rica. 

• The species is classified as Vulnerable in the 

CITES Appendix 1, Schedule 1 of the Wildlife 

Protection Act of 1972, and the IUCN Red List. 

Special feature: Mass nesting 

• They are most recognised for their coordinated 

mass nesting behaviour, known as arribadas. 

• It's interesting to note that females lay their eggs 

on the exact same beach where they first 

hatched. 

• They laboriously excavate their conical nests, 

which are around 1.5 feet deep, with their hind 

flippers before laying their eggs there. 

• Depending on the sand and air temperatures 

throughout the incubation phase, they hatch in 

45 to 60 days. 

Governance 
 

BIS Standards for Digital TV, Type-C USB 

and Video Surveillance Systems 

 

The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) has published 

three significant Indian Standards in the area of 

Electronics. 

Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) 

• BIS is the National Standards Body of India 

working under the aegis of the Ministry of 

Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution. 

• It is established by the Bureau of Indian 

Standards Act, 1986 which came into effect on 

23 December 1986. 

• The organization was formerly the Indian 

Standards Institution (ISI), set up under the 

Resolution of the Department of Industries and 

Supplies in September 1946. 

• The ISI was registered under the Societies 

Registration Act, 1860. 

• A new Bureau of Indian standard (BIS) Act 2016 

has been brought into force with effect from 12 

October 2017. 

• The Act establishes the Bureau of Indian 

Standards (BIS) as the National Standards Body 

of India. 
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[A] Digital television receivers 

• An Indian Standard IS 18112:2022 Specification 

for televisions with built-in satellite tuners has 

been released by BIS. 

• TVs made in accordance with this Indian 

standard would allow for the simple connection 

of a dish antenna to receive Free-To-Air TV and 

Radio channels. 

• This would make it easier to spread information 

about government programmes, projects, and 

instructional material from Doordarshan and the 

repository of Indian culture programmes. 

• Currently, set-top boxes must be purchased by 

TV consumers in the nation in order to access 

both paid and free channels. 

[B] USB Type C receptacles 

• The Indian Standard IS/IEC 62680-1-3:2022 USB 

Type-C® Cable and Connector Specification has 

been released by BIS. 

• IEC 62680-1- 3:2022 is an existing international 

standard that was adopted by India. 

• This standard specifies the specifications for USB 

Type-C ports, plugs, and cables used in a variety 

of electronic devices, including laptops, 

notebooks, mobile phones, and others. 

• For the smartphones and other electronic 

gadgets available for purchase in the nation, this 

standard would offer universal charging 

methods. 

• As a result, users would need fewer chargers 

overall because they wouldn't need to purchase 

as many different chargers or create as much 

electronic waste. 

[C] Video Surveillance Systems (VSS) 

• BIS has created a series of Indian Standards (IS 

16910) on video surveillance systems for use in 

security applications through its technical 

committee on alarms and electronic security 

systems. 

• The International Standard IEC 62676 series has 

been adopted by the IS 16910 series of 

Standards. 

• It offers a thorough breakdown of all the 

components that make up a VSS system, 

including interface specifications, system 

requirements, and tests to determine the 

camera devices' image quality. 

• Additionally, by doing this, the monitoring 

system will become more reliable, durable, and 

economical. 

What constitutes a Trademark Violation? 
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The Delhi High Court dismissed a case of trademark 

infringement brought by the global fast food chain 

against a Delhi-based restaurant. 

What is a trademark? 

• A trademark is an image that associates a 

company with its goods or services. 

• A trademark's owner may assert "exclusive 

rights" to use it once it has been registered. 

• The trademark registration process is governed 

by the Trademark Act, 1999. 

• A trademark that is registered with the 

Controller General of Patents, Designs, and 

Trademarks, generally known as the trademark 

registration, is guaranteed protection under the 

Act. 

• A trademark has a ten-year lifespan and may be 

perpetually renewed by the owner every ten 

years. 

Violation of trademark 

• A registered trademark is violated or infringed 

upon when used without consent from the party 

that owns the trademark. 

• It may also be illegal to use a mark that is 

substantially similar for products or services that 

are similar. 

• Courts must decide in these situations whether 

consumers will be confused between the two as 

a result. 

• A trademark can be violated in a variety of ways. 

The trademark holder must, however, 

demonstrate that the mark has a distinctive 

character. 

1. Deceptive similarity: According to the law, a 

mark is said to be deceptively similar to another 

mark if it closely resembles that other mark and 

causes confusion among consumers. Such 

trickery may be produced aesthetically, 

architecturally, or phonetically. 

2. Passing off: Let's say a brand emblem is spelled 

incorrectly in a way that makes it difficult for 

customers to tell the difference. According to the 

Supreme Court, passing off is a type of unfair 

trade competition or actionable unfair dealing in 

which one person attempts to financially benefit 

from the reputation that another person has 

built for himself in a certain trade or industry by 

deception. 

Norovirus Cases detected in Kerala 

 

The Kerala Health Department confirmed two cases of 

the gastrointestinal infection norovirus in class 1 

students in Ernakulam district. 

What is Norovirus? 
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• Worldwide, norovirus is a significant contributor 

to acute non-bacterial gastroenteritis in both 

children and adults. 

• Diarrhoea, vomiting, nausea, and abdominal 

pain are the results. Being a diarrheal disease, it 

might cause dehydration, hence it is advised to 

drink lots of fluids. 

• The Norwalk Virus was initially identified in 1968 

in association with an outbreak of acute 

diarrheal illness in Norwalk, Ohio. 

• Later, a number other stomach flu viruses that 

were closely related to the Norwalk virus were 

discovered; they are now collectively referred to 

as noroviruses. 

• Numerous outbreaks of stomach flu, usually on 

cruise ships, have been linked to NoV. 

How deadly is this? 

• The norovirus, which has been around in humans 

for more than 50 years and is believed to be one 

of the main causes of gastroenteritis, is not a 

recent disease. 

• According to estimates, the virus kills 200,000 

people year around the world, with the majority 

of these deaths occurring in children under the 

age of five and seniors over the age of 65. 

• Since the virus can survive in colder climates and 

outbreaks tend to occur more frequently in the 

winter and in those nations, it is also referred to 

as "winter vomiting illness." 

What is the incidence of infection in India? 

• India does not experience norovirus outbreaks 

as frequently as many other countries do. 

• The infection has previously been documented, 

primarily from Southern India, and particularly 

from Kerala. 

• According to a Hyderabad study from 2021, 

youngsters who presented with acute 

gastroenteritis had norovirus found in 10.3% of 

their samples. 

Can norovirus infection cause a large-scale outbreak? 

• Even if there are more norovirus cases being 

found, scientists believe that there won't be a 

widespread outbreak as a result. 

• There is no epidemiological research linking 

these incidents together.  

History 
 

In news: Foundation Day of the INC 
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A political party recently marked the  138th foundation 

day of Indian National Congress (INC) on December 28. 

How the INC was founded? 

• Founded on December 28, 1885, the INC. 

• The organisation is credited as having been 

founded by the English administrator Allan 

Octavian Hume. 

• 72 social reformers, journalists, and attorneys 

gathered on that day at Gokuldas Tejpal Sanskrit 

College in Bombay for the INC's inaugural 

meeting. 

Stated objectives of INC included- 

1. First, the amalgamation of all the various 

components that make up India's population 

into a single national whole. 

2. The consolidation of the union between England 

and India comes third, followed by the nation's 

progressive regeneration along all fronts—

spiritual, moral, social, and political. 

Strength of INC 

• Participation by a diverse group of people: 

Having members with a range of ideologies was 

one of the party's greatest assets and helped it 

appeal to a large segment of Indian society. 

• An all-Indian group, its reputation spread to 

every region. 

Early criticism of INC 

• Hume and the party were criticised by both the 

British and several Indians for their 

ineffectiveness in trying to alter the systems that 

already favoured the British. 

• Elite-organization: The majority of the party's 

attendees were upper-class, educated 

individuals who probably had international 

educations. 

Splits and reconvening 

• In Surat in 1906, there was a rift between the 

"extremists" led by Bal Gangadhar Tilak and the 

"moderates" represented by Gopal Krishna 

Gokhale and Surendranath Banerjea. 

• The moderates disagreed with Tilak and Lala 

Lajpat Rai's call for the Congress to abstain from 

welcoming the Prince of Wales in order to 

protest the Bengal Partition of the previous year. 

• But these two groupings came back together as 

one in 1915 at the Bombay session. 

• Even when the party thoroughly dominated 

succeeding general elections under PM 
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Jawaharlal Nehru, the pattern of fractures and 

eventual coherence persisted long after Indian 

independence.  

Q. Consider the following statements and state which 

point is correct? 

1. The first woman President of the Indian National 

Congress was Sarojini Naidu. 

2. The first Muslim President of the Indian National 

Congress was Badruddin Tyabji. 

Paigah Tombs of Hyderabad 

The necropolis of noblemen dating from the Asaf Jahi era 

known as Paigah Tombs Complex in Hyderabad is set to 

be restored with funding by the US Ambassadors Fund 

for Cultural Preservation. 

Who were the Paigahs? 

• The 200-year-old Paigah tombs serve as the 

ultimate resting places for multiple generations 

of Paigah nobles. 

 

• The Paigahs accompanied Emperor Aurangzeb 

during his invasion of the Deccan region. 

• Shams-ul-Umra I, also known as Nawaz Abul 

Fatah Khan Tegh, created the House of Paigah. 

• Marriage partnerships helped to further solidify 

their links to the Nizams. 

• The famed Falaknuma Palace, Asman Garh 

Palace, Khursheed Jah Devdi, and Vicar-ul-

Umarahi palace are just a few of the significant 

palaces they built in the city. 

• They were thought to be wealthier than the 

typical Maharajah in the kingdom. 

Paigah Tombs 

• The Paigah family of aristocracy, who were 

fervent Nizam loyalists and served as statesmen, 

benefactors, and generals under and with them, 

is commemorated by the Paigah Tombs. 

• They are one of the main attractions in 

Hyderabad State, which is renowned for the 

quality of its architecture as seen by its mosaic 

tiles and handiwork. 

Its architecture 

• These tombs have lovely marble carvings set into 

their lime and mortar construction. 

• It is made up of exquisite marble tile works with 

floral carvings and themes. 

• It shows Indo-Islamic architecture, which is a 

fusion of the Rajputana and Asaf Jahi 

architectural traditions. 



VASHISHTH ACADEMY www.vashishthacademy.com 

 

2ND FLOOR, OPPOSITE GOVT. COLLEGE FOR BOYS COLLEGE ROAD. LDH. / 36 PUDA MARKET. FIELD GANJ NEAR CIVIL HOSPITAL LDH 

 

143 

• The Mughal, Persian, and Deccan styles are all 

represented well in the stucco (plaster) work. 

Assam’s Charaideo Maidams nominated for 

UNESCO tag 

 

The Centre has decided to nominate Assam’s Charaideo 

Maidams — the Ahom equivalent of the ancient Egyptian 

pyramids — for the UNESCO World Heritage Centre this 

year. 

Why in news? 

• The nomination has attained significance at a 

time when the country is celebrating the 400th 

birth anniversary of Lachit Barphukan. 

Charaideo Maidams 

• The Charaideo maidams is a representation of 

the Tai Ahom community's mound burial 

practise from the late mediaeval period (the 

13th to the 19th century CE). 

• The first king Sukapha was buried at Charaideo, 

where the Ahoms preferred to bury their 

deceased family members. 

• According to historical records, monarchs' wives, 

valets, pets, and a significant amount of goods 

were interred with them. 

• The members of the Ahom royal family's mortal 

bones, which were previously interred alongside 

their personal effects, are now preserved by the 

Charaideo Maidams. 

• The Ahom kings adopted cremation after the 

18th century and started burying the cremated 

remains in a Maidam at Charaideo. 

• Out of 386 Maidams explored so far, 90 royal 

burials at Charaideo are the best preserved, 

representative of and the most complete 

examples of mound burial tradition of the 

Ahoms. 

Architecture details 

• Architecturally, it consists of a sizable 

underground vault with a domical 

superstructure in one or more chambers. 

• It has an earthen mound covering it, and from 

the outside, it resembles a hemispherical 

mound. 

• There is a small open pavilion chow-chali at the 

summit of the mound. 
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• The entire maidam is enclosed by an octagonal 

dwarf wall. 

 HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

FINDINGS IN NEWS 

 

Recent excavations at Bharatpur in West Bengal’s 

Paschim Bardhaman district have revealed the presence 

of a Buddhist monastery. 

Bharatpur Buddhist Monastery Complex 

• Since the second week of January, when the 

Kolkata Circle of the Archeological Survey of 

India (ASI) began excavating the site, a 

monastery's structural complex has been 

partially revealed. 

• A Buddhist structure was discovered at the site 

in 1972, prompting archaeologists from ASI to 

begin the site's initial excavation between 1972 

and 1975. 

Uniqueness of this site 

• This location is home to a sizable stupa, a 

monastery complex, and Chalcolithic or Copper 

Age black and red clay pottery. 

• Archaeologists have only discovered smaller 

votive stupas at other West Bengali sites like 

Karnasubarna in Murshidabad, Moghalamari in 

Paschim Medinipur, and Jagjivanpur in Malda. 

• Further excavation is likely to shed more light to 

understand the earliest occupation of the site 

and its continuity till the establishment of a 

Buddhist monastery. 

Key findings 

• Five exquisite statues of the Buddha in 

Bhumisparsha Mudra, with all five fingers of the 

right hand extended to touch the ground, were 

discovered during the site's excavation in the 

1970s, along with the stupa. 

• Each of these 30 cm tall small statues was 

probably utilised in the monastery's liturgy. 

Polity 
 

What are Hakku Patras or Title Deeds? 



VASHISHTH ACADEMY www.vashishthacademy.com 

 

2ND FLOOR, OPPOSITE GOVT. COLLEGE FOR BOYS COLLEGE ROAD. LDH. / 36 PUDA MARKET. FIELD GANJ NEAR CIVIL HOSPITAL LDH 

 

145 

 

PM has distributed Hakku Patra (land title deeds) to five 

Lambani (Banjara) tribes, a nomadic Scheduled Caste 

group, during a launch programme in Karnataka. 

What are Hakku Patras? 

• The holder of a title deed is the legal owner of 

the property described in the document. 

• Owners can apply for bank loans using the title 

deeds as documentation. 

• Additionally, they will be permitted to purchase 

or sell property for which the government has 

issued a title deed. 

• Thousands of people residing in "Tandas" 

(Lambani habitats) in the districts of Kalaburagi, 

Bidar, Yadgiri, Raichur, and Vijayapura would 

have their futures secured by this Hakku Patra. 

Benefits of Hakku Patra  

Hakku Patra, like every legal property document, offers 

a great set of benefits. 

• It makes one the legitimate owner of your land 

or property by supplying an up-to-date and 

official record of who owns the land. 

• The government issues the paperwork, thus the 

individual need not conduct any research. 

• It's a document that the state guarantees. 

• All problems relating to land title or rights are 

settled by hakku patra registration. 

• The paper aids in preventing any boundary 

trespassing that can result in encroachment. 

Who are the Banjaras? 

• The Banjara are a historically nomadic trading 

caste that may have their roots in the Mewar 

region of what is now Rajasthan. They are also 

referred to as Lambadi, Gour Rajput, and Labana. 

• The National Informatics Centre claims that the 

names Banjara and Banjari are likely to have 

originated from two different groups: either the 

traders known as Banijya or the forest 

inhabitants known as Bannachara. 

• The name of their main group, Laban/Labana, 

comes from the Sanskrit word lavanah, which 

means salt because they were salt traders. 

• Given their lifestyle, the Banjaras are regarded as 

a tribal community, but they are an important 

scheduled caste sub-division in Karnataka. 

• Despite the people adopting other languages, 

Banjara is still widely used throughout India, 

although the name is changed to Banijagaru in 

Karnataka. 

Questions of a political move  

• Together, the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 

Tribes make up almost 24% of the state's 
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population, making it a crucial demographic for 

political parties. 

• The state exchequer provided funding for the 

program's expenses.  

Science, Technology, Art & Culture 
 

129th birth anniversary of Satyendra Nath 

Bose 

Born on January 1, 1894, Bose collaborated with Einstein 

to develop what we now know as the Bose-Einstein 

statistics. We take a look at the Indian physicist’s 

illustrious legacy and stellar achievements. 

Satyendra Nath Bose 

 

• Bose, who was born on January 1st, 1894, was 

raised and attended school in Kolkata, where he 

established himself as a model student. 

• Every morning before he left for work, Bose's 

father, an accountant in the East Indian Railways' 

Executive Engineering Department, handed him 

an arithmetic problem to answer. This sparked 

his interest in math. 

• He started working toward a Bachelor of Science 

at the Presidency College when he was 15 years 

old, and in 1915, he earned his MSc in Mixed 

Mathematics. 

Career as researchers 

• For Indian researchers, these were challenging 

times because World War I had just started and 

few European scientific publications were 

visiting India. 

• In addition to this, Bose and Saha had to learn 

scientific jargon in German and French in order 

to study published works because the majority of 

research articles weren't available in English. 

• But in 1919, when they published English 

translations of Albert Einstein's special and 

general relativity papers, the new ability proved 

useful to them. 

• Bose was given the title of Reader in Physics at 

the University of Dhaka two years later. He made 

his most important contributions to physics in 

this area. 

Association with Einstein 

• In 1924, Bose informed Albert Einstein of his 

quantum mechanical discovery in a letter. 

• He asserted that he had obtained Planck's law 

for the spectrum of light emitted by any hot 

object, known as black body radiation, 

independently of classical electrodynamics. 
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• Einstein was so moved by Bose's discoveries that 

he not only helped get the study published but 

also had it translated into German. 

• Bose's rise to fame and glory was fueled by this 

recognition. 

Breakthrough in the invention of Boson 

• Later, he collaborated with Einstein to create 

what is now referred as as the Bose-Einstein 

statistics. 

• Any particle that abides with the Bose-Einstein 

statistics is now referred to be a boson in 

memory of him. 

• We examine the distinguished legacy and 

outstanding accomplishments of the Indian 

physicist on the occasion of his 129th birthday.  

Sagol Kangjei: Ancient Polo of Manipur 

 

It is believed that Sagol Kangjei, the modern-day Polo 

game originated in Manipur. 

Sagol Kangjei 

• Modern polo is said to have originated from 

Sagol Kangjei, a sport indigenous to Manipur. 

• In this players ride horses, specifically the 

Manipur Ponies, which are referenced in records 

dating back to the 14th century. 

Conserving the breed: Manipur Pony 

• One of the five recognised horse breeds in India, 

the Manipur Pony has a significant cultural value 

for Manipuri society. 

• For ages, the pony has been essential to 

Manipuri society's sociocultural affiliation. 

• Its ancestors, however, are unclear; one source 

claimed that they were Tibetan ponies, while 

another claimed that they were a hybrid 

between an Arabian and a wild horse from 

Mongolia. 

• 1,898 Manipur Ponies were counted in the 17th 

Quinquennial Livestock Census in 2003; by the 

19th Quinquennial Livestock Census in 2012, 

that number had decreased to 1,101. 

Ottanthullal Artform of Kerala 

A renowned folk artist has expressed his angst over the 

fading participation of students in Ottanthullal Artform. 

What is Ottanthullal? 

• Keralan recitation and dancing is known as 

Ottanthullal (or Thullal). 

• During the 18th century, renowned Malayalam 

poet Kunchan Nambiar introduced it (1705 – 

1770). 



VASHISHTH ACADEMY www.vashishthacademy.com 

 

2ND FLOOR, OPPOSITE GOVT. COLLEGE FOR BOYS COLLEGE ROAD. LDH. / 36 PUDA MARKET. FIELD GANJ NEAR CIVIL HOSPITAL LDH 

 

148 

• In contrast to more complicated dance styles like 

Koodiyattam and Kathakali, it is distinguished by 

its simplicity and reputation for humour and 

social satire. 

 

Unique features 

• Ottanthullal follows the classical principles of 

Natyasasthra (a treatise on art compiled in the 

2nd century B.C.E). 

• It is enacted into three separate versions 

1. Ottanthullal 

2. Seethankan thullal 

3. Parayan thullal 

• The Ottanthullal is the most popular among the 

three varieties of Thullal. 

How is it performed? 

• Important mythological tales and stories are 

brought to life in the performance through 

complex expressions and storytelling recounted 

in verse. 

• The performer's attire and makeup are 

reminiscent of a Kathakali practitioner. 

• It is presented during cultural events and 

festivals held at temples. 

• A singer who sings the verses repeatedly 

supports the performance, and an orchestra of 

cymbals, mridangam, or thoppimaddalam 

(percussion) instruments plays in the 

background. 

Living Root Bridges of Meghalaya 

 

Living Root Bridges 

• A live root bridge is a type of straightforward 

suspension bridge created by the sculpting of 

living plant roots. 

• They are widespread in the Meghalaya state in 

northeastern India. Locally, such a bridge is 

referred to as jingkieng jri. 

• The Khasi and Jaintia tribes of the mountainous 

region in the southern Shillong Plateau make 

these by hand from aerial roots of rubber fig 

trees (Ficus elastic). 



VASHISHTH ACADEMY www.vashishthacademy.com 

 

2ND FLOOR, OPPOSITE GOVT. COLLEGE FOR BOYS COLLEGE ROAD. LDH. / 36 PUDA MARKET. FIELD GANJ NEAR CIVIL HOSPITAL LDH 

 

149 

• Between 50m and 1150m above sea level, 

subtropical moist broadleaf forest is where the 

majority of the bridges are found growing on 

steep hillsides. 

Why is it so unique? 

• The roots in the bridge can naturally grow strong 

and sturdy as long as the tree from which it was 

derived is healthy. 

• Throughout the tree's lifetime, new roots may 

sprout and must be cut back or shaped to 

strengthen the bridge. 

• Some bridges have a lifespan of up to 150 years 

and may support 50 or more people at a time 

when they are mature. 

1st-ever 3D map of Local Bubble’s magnetic 

fields 

 

Researchers have generated a 3D magnetic map of the 

giant cosmic cavity called Local Bubble that surrounds 

the solar system could reveal the universe’s secrets, 

including questions about the origins of stars. 

What is the Local Bubble? 

• The Local Bubble is a super-bubble with a 1,000 

light-year diameter. 

• It is a relative cavity in the Milky Way's Orion 

Arm's interstellar medium (ISM). 

• About 14 million years ago, supernovae are 

assumed to have been the source of the local 

bubble. When stars die, they explode into the 

cosmos in a supernova. 

• These super-bubbles, which are abundant in 

space, cause the creation of new stars and 

planets and have an impact on the general shape 

of galaxies. 

How are they formed? 

• Super-bubbles like holes in a piece of Swiss 

cheese. The cheese has holes from supernova 

explosions. Around these holes, new stars are 

formed. 

• However, the processes driving the Local 

Bubble's inception and growth are not well 

understood. 

• Furthermore, nothing is known about the 

potential effects of magnetic fields on the bubble 

and nearby star formation. 

• Information on the magnetic alignment of 

cosmic dust has been made available by Max 

Planck. The direction of the magnetic field that is 

affecting the dust particles can be determined by 

this alignment. 
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Ancient Votive Stupas found near Nalanda 

 

The Archeological Survey of India (ASI) has discovered 

two 1200-year-old miniature votive stupas during 

landscaping activities near Sarai Tila mound on the 

premises of ‘Nalanda Mahavihara’, a world heritage site 

in Nalanda district. 

What has ASI found? 

• Buddha images are carved into the stupas, which 

are made of stone. 

• The ASI authorities came across these two votive 

stupas (given in fulfilment of a promise) on 

January 4 while landscaping close to the Sarai 

Tila mound in the grounds of the Nalanda 

Mahavihara. 

• These Buddha sculptures cut from stone must be 

at least 1200 years old. 

What are Stupas? 

• The root'stup' means "to pile up," and the 

Sanskrit word stupa means "heap, mound, and 

pile." 

• Buddha's cremated remains were divided into 

eight sections, and stupas were built on top of 

each. 

• After the establishment of relic worship and 

stupa, the legend of relic sharing has been 

developed. 

• This concept only became prevalent when the 

Buddha was regarded as a Chakravartin, a god. 

Types of Stupa 

• Sariraka, Paribhogika, and Uddesika are the 

three types of stupas (Chaitya) that Buddha 

himself distinguished (according to 

Mahaparinibbanasutta). 

• In addition to all of them, there are the painted, 

etched, and sculptured stupas designed to bring 

merit to the benefactors. 

• Most stupa contain a relic, indicating that the 

stupa was once thought of as the Buddha's 

replacement in ancient times. 

• The Buddha was revered as a Chakravartin, or 

global king, throughout the early days of 

Buddhism. 

How votive stupas were erected? 

• Since his ashes were no longer present, they 

were replaced by his written law, or the 

factitious body of the Buddha (Niramanakaya), 

which is what is kept in relic stupas together with 

his spiritual relics (Dharama Sarira) and body of 
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law (Dharamakaya), who is represented by 

them. 

• Sariraka Stupas are the name for these stupas 

built over artefacts. 

• Over the Buddha's bowl, girdle, garments, and 

other items, more stupas known as Paribhogika 

were built. 

• Others, referred to as Uddesikas (votives), were 

constructed over locations made renowned by 

the Buddha's (Buddha's) appearance. These 

stupas serve as memorials. 

James Webb Telescope discovers its first 

Earth-sized Exoplanet 

 

NASA has announced that the James Webb Space 

Telescope has discovered its first new exoplanet LHS 475 

b. 

LHS 475 b 

• The size of the exoplanet LHS 475 b is 

comparable to Earth's. 

• The planet, which is only 41 light-years distant, 

orbits a red dwarf star incredibly closely and 

completes an orbit in just two days. 

What are Exoplanets? 

• Exoplanets are planets outside of our solar 

system that revolve around other stars. 

• More than 5,000 exoplanets have been found so 

far, according to NASA. 

• Since every star has at least one planet orbiting 

it, scientists think there are more planets than 

stars in the universe. 

• There are many distinct sizes of extrasolar 

planets. They could be as huge as Jupiter-sized 

gas giants or as little and rocky as the Earth. 

• They are also renowned for having a range of 

temperatures, from scalding hot to bitterly cold. 

Significance of exoplanets study 

• Exoplanet research not only deepens our study 

of other solar systems but also aids in 

understanding the genesis of our own solar 

system and planetary system. 

• However, the search for extraterrestrial life is 

the most compelling motivation to learn about 

them. 

• The focus of research is on figuring out whether 

exoplanets are solid, gaseous, or even have 

water vapour in their atmospheres. 

• This aids scientists in deciding whether a planet 

they have discovered is livable or not. 
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• Finding the distance between an exoplanet and 

its host star is a crucial component of the 

investigation. 

ISRO pushing Venus Mission ‘Shukrayaan’ 

to 2031 

 

ISRO said that it is yet to receive approval from the Indian 

government for the Venus mission and that the mission 

could as a result be postponed to 2031. 

Shukrayaan I: Venus Orbiter Mission 

• The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) 

intends to send an orbiter to Venus called 

Shukrayaan-I to research Venus's atmosphere 

and surface. 

• The concept was conceived in 2012; five years 

later, after the Department of Space got a 23% 

increase in the 2017–2018 budget, ISRO started 

preliminary investigations. 

• Depending on its final configuration, the orbiter 

might support a science payload of up to 100 

kilogrammes (220 lb) and 500 W of power. 

• The GSLV Mark II will be used for the launch. 

Expected launch 

• The pandemic was mentioned by ISRO as the 

reason for delaying Shukrayaan I's launch from 

mid-2023 to December 2024. 

• The best time to launch from Earth to Venus is 

once every 19 months or thereabouts. 

• In case it misses the 2024 window, ISRO has 

"backup" launch dates in 2026 and 2028. 

• But every eight years, new better windows 

present themselves that further cut down on the 

quantity of fuel needed for takeoff. 

Other missions to Venus 

• The US and the European space agencies have 

Venus missions planned for 2031 — referring to 

VERITAS and EnVision, respectively. 

Channapatna Toys 
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Augmented Reality of Channapatna Toys were displayed 

at First Movers Coalition (FMC) Leadership Meeting of 

the World Economic Forum. 

Channapatna Toys 

• A specific type of wooden toy (and doll) known 

as Channapatna toys is produced in the 

Karnataka town of Channapatna in the 

Ramanagara district. 

• The state government is in charge of managing 

this traditional craft's protection as a 

geographical indication (GI) under the World 

Trade Organization. 

• Channapatna is renowned as Gombegala Ooru 

(toy-town) of Karnataka because to the success 

of these toys. 

• The task was traditionally performed by 

lacquering the wood of the Wrightia tinctoria 

tree, also known as Aale mara (ivory-wood). 

• Most sources place the beginning of its 

production at least 200 years ago, during the 

18th century reigns of Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan. 

• The toys are laced with vegetable dyes and 

colours devoid of chemicals and hence they are 

safe for children. 

In news: Etikoppaka Toy Craft 

The Union conferred Padma Shri to Mr. Raju in the art 

category as an honour to the Etikoppaka wooden toy 

craft. 

Etikoppaka Toys 

 

• Etikoppaka, a small village on the banks of the 

Varaha River, is located 64 kilometres from the 

Andhra Pradesh district of Visakhapatnam. 

• Etikoppaka is a term that conjures images of 

exquisite timber objects and lacquer colours. 

• Etikoppaka toys or Etikoppaka Bommalu are the 

traditional names for the lacquer-colored toys. 

• The hamlet is well known for its wooden toys. 

Because of the lacquer covering, the toys are 

sometimes known as "lacquer toys." 

• In the state of Andhra Pradesh, Etikoppaka Toys 

has received their GI tag in the Handicrafts 

category. 

How are they made? 

• The wooden toys are coloured using natural dyes 

manufactured from seeds, lacquer, bark, roots, 

and leaves. 

• Toy making, also known as turned wood lacquer 

craft, is a craft that uses soft wood to create toys. 
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• Lac, a colourless resinous secretion of several 

insects, is utilised to create the Etikoppaka toys. 

• During the oxidation process, the lac is further 

combined with the prepared vegetable colours. 

• After going through this process, rich, colourful 

lacquer is the final result. 

• The Etikoppaka toys, which are exported all over 

the world, are decorated with the lac dye.  

Security Issues 
 

What is VSHORAD Missile System? 

 

The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) is set to procure 

the Very Short Range Air Defence System or VSHORAD 

(IR Homing) missile system. 

VSHORAD Missile System 

• VSHORADS is a man-portable Air Defence 

System designed to eliminate low-altitude aerial 

threats at close ranges (MANPAD). 

• It is created locally by the Research Centre 

Imarat (RCI) of the DRDO in Hyderabad, working 

with other DRDO labs and Indian Industry 

Partners. 

• The missile utilises various cutting-edge 

technology, including a miniaturised Reaction 

Control System (RCS) and integrated avionics, 

which were successfully tested during tests last 

year. The missile is powered by a dual thrust 

solid motor. 

• The missile and its launcher were created by the 

DRDO with mobility in mind. 

Unique features 

• It can be quickly deployed in the mountains 

adjacent to the LAC because it is lightweight and 

manportable compared to other missile systems 

in the Army's arsenal. 

• Others are heavier with a theatre air defence 

umbrella, such as the Akash Short Range Surface 

to Air Missile System. 

• They are regarded as the ideal choice for 

mountain warfare since they can be quickly 

deployed in difficult terrain. 

Significance of the missile 

• The new development coincides with allegations 

of China's air breaches near the LAC last year as 

well as the current military stalemate with China 

in eastern Ladakh. 

• In an effort to replace the Russian Igla-M 

systems, India and Russia have been in 

negotiations since 2018 to purchase the Igla-S air 

defence missiles for $1.5 billion through the 

VSHORAD programme. 
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PM named 21 Andaman Islands after Param 

Vir Chakra recipients 

 

Prime Minister named 21 largest unnamed islands of 

Andaman & Nicobar Islands after India’s 21 Param Vir 

Chakra awardees. 

Earlier, Ross Island was renamed Netaji Subhash Chandra 

Bose Dweep by the Prime Minister during his visit to the 

Island in 2018. Neil Island and Havelock Island were also 

renamed Shaheed Dweep and Swaraj Dweep. 

Here’s the full list of 21 islands renamed after Param Vir 

Chakra awardees: 

1. Dhan Singh Island after Lieutenant Colonel (then 

Major) Dhan Singh Thapa 

2. Tarapore Island after Lt Col Ardeshir Burzorji 

Tarapore 

3. Karam Singh Island after Lance Naik (Hony. 

Captain) Karam Singh 

4. Bana Island after Naib Subedar Bana Singh 

5. Ekka Island after Lance Naik Albert Ekka 

6. Khetrapal Island after 2nd Lt Arun Khetrapal 

7. Pandey Island after Lt Manoj Kumar Pandey 

8. Hoshiar Island after Major Hoshiar Singh 

9. Shaitan Island after Major Shaitan Singh 

10. Jadunath Island after Nayak Jadunath Singh 

11. Yogender Island after Subedar Major (Hony. 

Captain) Yogendra Singh Yadav 

12. Hamid Island after Company Quartermaster 

Havildar (CQMH) Abdul Hamid 

13. Rane Island after 2nd Lt Rama Raghoba Rane 

14. Ramaswamy Island after Major Ramaswamy 

Parameswaran 

15. Batra Island after Captain Vikram Batra 

16. Joginder Island after Subedar Joginder Singh 

17. Salaria Island after Captain G S Salaria (then 

Major) 

18. Piru Island after Company Havildar Major Piru 

Singh 

19. Somnath Island after Major Somnath Sharma 

20. Sekhon Island after Flying Officer Nirmaljit Singh 

Sekhon 

21. Sanjay Island after Subedar Major (then 

Rifleman) Sanjay Kumar 

About Param Vir Chakra (PVC) 

• The PVC is India's highest military decoration and 

is given for heroic actions during a conflict. 

• The medal has been given out 21 times so far, 16 

of which came from participation in Indo-
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Pakistani hostilities and 14 of which were 

posthumous. 

• The Indian Army has produced 20 of the 21 

award winners, and the Indian Air Force has 

produced one. 

• The first award was Major Somnath Sharma of 

the Kumaon Regiment. 

• Ashok Chakra, Kirti Chakra, and Shaurya Chakra 

are among the other battlefield heroism awards, 

as are Mahavir Chakra and Vir Chakra. 

History of gallantry awards in India 

• The East India Company's tenure is when the 

current system of Indian gallantry awards began. 

• The Order of Merit, which Lord William Bentinck 

established in 1834 and later renamed the Indian 

Order of Merit in 1902, was the first official 

honour. 

• The British awards system was introduced during 

the First World War and persisted through the 

Second. 

• Following independence, fresh awards were 

implemented on January 26, 1950, going back to 

August 15, 1947. 

• The PVC is comparable to both the British 

Victoria Cross and the American Medal of Honor. 

INS Vagir commissioned into the Indian 

Navy 

The fifth Scorpene class conventional submarine was 

commissioned into the Indian Navy as INS Vagir. 

INS Vagir 

• The name of the most recent submarine comes 

from the Vagir, a submarine that served the Navy 

from 1973 to 2001 and carried out a number of 

operational operations. 

 

• The new Vagir's construction started in 2009, 

and in February of last year, it made its first sea 

voyage. 

• The submarine, often referred to as Sand Shark, 

was given to the Indian Navy in December 2022. 

Capabilities and technical details of INS Vagir 

• Submarines of the Kalavari class are thought to 

have a 50-day endurance range. 

• Additionally, they are capable of participating in 

a variety of naval warfare situations, such as 

minelaying, anti-warship, and anti-submarine 

missions. 
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• These submarines had a height of 40 feet and a 

length of about 220 feet. The maximum speeds 

it can travel at when surfaced are 11 knots (20 

km/h) and underwater are 20 knots (37 km/h). 

• The Scorpene class of modern submarines have 

an innovation known as air independent 

propulsion (AIP), which enables non-nuclear 

submarines to function for extended periods of 

time without access to surface oxygen. 

Strategic importance 

• India currently has fewer submarines than is 

necessary, while some more of both types are in 

various stages of construction. 

• India maintains one Chakra-class nuclear-

powered submarine and two Arihant-class 

nuclear-powered ships. 

• Additionally, there are submarines from the 

Kalvari, Shishumar, and Sindhughosh classes of 

Diesel Electric category, some of which are 

ageing. 

• In the Carrier Battle Groups, which are 

formations of ships and submarines with Aircraft 

Carriers in the lead position, the nuclear-

powered and diesel-electric submarines have 

their assigned missions. 

• As per the basic principles of submarine 

deployment and minimum requirement for India 

to create a strategic deterrence, there is a 

specific number of submarines of both types that 

India needs to have in active service. 

Trivia 
  

In news: Gangasagar Mela 

 

Lakhs of pilgrims are descending on Sagar Island in the 

southernmost tip of West Bengal for the annual 

Gangasagar Mela, being held between January 12 and 

14, to celebrate Makar Sankranti. 

What is Gangasagar Mela? 

• Devotees from all over the nation congregate at 

the meeting of the Ganga and the Bay of Bengal 

every year at Gangasagar mela to take a sacred 

dip during Makar Sankranti (mid-January). 

• The Kumbh Mela is believed to be the largest 

pilgrimage event in India, with the mela coming 

in second. 
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• Bengal's largest and longest living tradition, 

Gangasagar, has been documented as far back as 

400 BCE in Indian epics like the Ramayana and 

Mahabharata. 

• According to legend, Queen Satyabhama built 

the original Kapil Muni's temple in 430 AD, and 

Swami Ramanand created the current idol in 

1437, initiating a pilgrimage that is being 

practised today. 

About Sagar Island 

 

• About 100 kilometres (54 nautical miles) south 

of Kolkata, on the continental shelf of the Bay of 

Bengal, is an island known as Sagar Island. 

• In the South 24 Parganas district of the Indian 

State of West Bengal, this island is part of the 

Sagar CD Block, which is located in the Kakdwip 

subdivision. 

• Even though Sagar Island is a part of the 

Sundarbans, it lacks the mangrove forests, tiny 

river tributaries, and tiger habitat that make up 

the Sundarban delta as a whole. 

• Hindus visit this island as a site of worship. 

• Every year on the day of Makar Sankranti (14 

January), hundreds of thousands of Hindus 

gather to take a holy dip at the confluence of 

river Ganges and Bay of Bengal and offer prayers 

(puja) in the Kapil Muni Temple. 

Maghi Mela in Punjab 

 

Maghi Mela is being celebrated from January 14. 

Maghi Mela 

• Every year in January, or the month of Magh in 

the Nanakshahi calendar, the Maghi Mela is 

celebrated in Sri Muktsar Sahib, a sacred city. 

• One of the most significant festivals for Sikhs is 

this one. 
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• People travel to Muktsar from all over the state 

and even from outside to partake in the 

celebrations and take a holy bath in the sarovar 

(lake) of Gurdwara Darbar Sahib. 

• The celebration commemorates the sacrifice of 

40 Sikh troops who died against the Mughals at 

Khidrana. 

• The Mughals and Sikhs were at war with one 

another constantly in the 1700s. 

About Battle of Khidrana 

• 40 Sikh troops left their positions in 1704 while 

the Mughals were laying siege to Anandpur 

Sahib. 

• A woman by the name of Mai Bhago 

reprimanded the fighters when she found them 

in their hamlet outside of Amritsar and 

encouraged them to go back to Anandpur Sahib 

to serve their Guru. 

• To aid Guru Gobind Singh in holding out against 

the Mughals, the newly inspired soldiers and Mai 

Bhago headed off for Anandpur Sahib. 

• They battled a sizable Mughal army at Khidrana, 

where they met the Guru, giving their lives in the 

process. 

Political significance of the Maghi Mela 

• People used to come to the city days before the 

real Maghi day back then. 

• There were kavi darbars (poetry sessions) in the 

nights where politicians would talk. 

• This is probably how the political conferences, 

which date back to the middle of the 1950s, got 

their start. 
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